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EU envoy discusses relations with Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A special European Union (EU) 
envoy held talks here on Saturday with Iranian foreign 
ministry officials aimed at ending the political crisis 
between the Islamic republic and the EU. the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. The envoy, 
I identified only as "Mettz” discussed "various 
aspects" of relations between the two sides with for- 
eign ministry director general for western Europe, Ali 
Ahani. They also reviewed a possible meeting 
between Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi and 
his European counterparts on the sidelines of a U.N. 
General Assembly meeting in New York next month, 
IRNA said, describing the envoy’s visit to Iran as 
“unexpected.” Quoting an “informed source," IRNA 
said such a meeting could only take place if "a clear 
agenda was agreed upon" in Tehran. 
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Egypt rejects dialogue with Islamists 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Interior Minister Hassan 
Alfi Saturday rejected any dialogue with Islamists and 
expressed doubt that they are serious about stopping 
the wave of violence that began in March 1992. “We 
categorically reject any dialogue with these [IslamistI 
organisations.” General Alfi told reporters during a 
visit to the Cairo Police Academy. “The role of the 
security services is to effect law' and order and not to 
open dialogues" with militant Islamist groups, he 
added. He said the Islamists’ "initiative was unilater- 
al" and not coordinated with the government “It’s 
their affair and we aren't concerned,” he added. The 
minister noted that ‘two terrorist attacks took place in 
[the southern areas of] Assiut and Minya after the 
announcement of the initiative’’ by leaders of the 
Gamaa. 
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King leaves for Cairo today for 
summit with Mubarak, Arafat 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein is scheduled 
to travel to Cairo today for 
talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on ways to save the 
peace process, which has 
received serious blows in 
the last few days, with 
Thursday's triple suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem and 
Friday's Israeli operation in 
Lebanon. 

The trilateral summit 
comes as "a continuation of 
the process of coordination 
and consultation among 

Arab leaders” ahead of U.S. 
Secretary of State 

Madeleine Albright’s 
upcoming tour in the region 
to reactivate the peace 
process. Minister of State 

for Information Affairs 

Samir Mutawi said. 

Speaking to reporters 
after a regular cabinet ses- 
sion. the minister described 
the region's present situa- 


tion as •'very serious" and 
said the fact that Ms. 
Albright’s tour, scheduled 
to stan on SepL 9, has not 
been cancelled after the lat- 
est wave of violence was 
“an indication of the U.S.* 
determination to play its 
role as a partner to make the 
peace process work.” 

The suicide attack on a 
busy shopping mall killed 
seven people including the 
bombers and wounded 192. 
while the failed military 
operation in Lebanon 
resulted in the death of two 
Lebanese civilians and II 
Israeli soldiers. 

The Israelis have been 
saying that the Jerusalem 
bombing has narrowed the 
agenda of Ms. Albright's 
visit to security matters and 
significantly reduced 
chances that the long-await- 
ed American initiative 
would bear fruit on the 
political level. 

In an interview published 
in an Israeli English daily 
Friday, Israeli Prime Minis- 


ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
was quoted as saying that 
the main task of Ms. 
Albright's visit will be to 
convince Palestinians to 
"fight terrorism and dis- 
mantle the terrorist infra- 
structure, commitments 
that have not been fulfilled 
so far." 

Israeli repons also quoted 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man as asking Mr. 
Mubarak, in a telephone 
conversation after the 
Jerusalem bombing Thurs- 
day, to "use his influence 
on Mr. Arafat." stressing 
that the entire peace 
process was at stake. 

Mr. Weizman reponedly 
said that "Mr. Arafat has to 
be in control of Hamas and 
I hope that the other sides 
taking part in the peace 
process, such as Mr. 
Mubarak and King Hus- 
sein, will use their influ- 
ence on him.” 

The Palestinians, on the 
other hand, insist that Ms. 
.Albright's visit will touch 


on political issues and will 
bring concrete proposals to 
reactivate peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Arafat’s advisor 
Nabil Abu Rudeineh was 
quoted by international 
new's agencies Friday ■ as 
saying that Mr. Arafat 
decided to travel to Egypt 
after "an important call 
from U.S. President Bill 
Clinton who expressed his 
deep interest in pursuing 
the peace process and asked 
the Palestinians to help 
make the U.S. secretary’s 
visit to the region success- 
ful.” 

The Cairo summit follows 
intense diplomatic efforts 
exerted by Egypt over the 
last two months "with Jor- 
dan’s full backing," Dr. 
Mutawi said. 

Mr. Mubarak’s advisor 
Osama A1 Baz has been 
shuttling between Cairo 
and Tel Aviv in a bid to 
revive the fragile peace 

(Continued on page 12) 







The Royal Standard-draped coffin of Diana, Princess of Wales, is carried by bearers of Welsh Guards Into West- 
minster Abbey in London for the funeral ceremony Saturday (AFP photo) 


PNA blames Israeli extremists for bombings Millions dtt6nd Dill ft cl S fllllQrdl 


GAZA CITY i AFP j — The 
Palestinian National 

Authority tPN’Ai accused 
right-wing Israeli extrem- 
ists Saturday of involve- 
ment in the Jerusalem sui- 
cide bombing as Presidcnr 
Yavwrr Arafat prepared to 
meet Arab leaders on the 
crisis-tom peace process. 

"The Palestinian leader- 
ship confirms that the ter- 
rorist operation against 
Israeli civilians ' in 
Jerusalem was not a Pales- 
tinian attack." said a state- 
ment issued following a late 
night meeting of Mr. 
.Arafat’s cabinet a day after 
three suicide bombers 
killed four Israelis on a 
Jerusalem pedestrian mall. 

"We have evidence and 
information from the 
Israelis which shows that 
those behind this attack 
came from abroad and got 
help from the Israeli radical 
groups which assassinated 
Rabin." it said, referring to 
former Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin who was 
slain in November 1995 by 
a Jewish extremist. 

The statement accused 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanjahu’s government of 
"tn ing to hide information 
and details about who was 
behind this terrorist opera- 
tion. who carried it out and 
who helped them.” 

Thursday's suicide bomb- 
in struck a severe blow to 


the crumbling peace 
process only days before 
U.S. Secretary ’of State 
Madeleine Albright is to 
make her First tour of the 
Middle East. 

In preparation for the 
visit, Mr. Arafat is to hold 
talks in Cairo with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak and His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday, offi- 
cials said. 

The summit’s aim is to 
"examine the most efficient 
ways of saving the peace 
process and organising 
maximum coordination” 
ahead of Ms. Albright’s 
tour, an Egyptian official 
said. 

“His Majesty King Hus- 
sein will spare no effort to 
save the peace process,” a 
senior Royal Court official 
said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Friday the 
summit would be comple- 
mented by contacts on 
"Arab and international lev- 
els to salvage the peace 
process which is facing 
huge challenges imposed by 
Israel." 

Mr. Musa singled out 
"Israeli measures which are 
contrary to the peace 
accords and violence tar- 
geting civilians." 

Immediately after Thurs- 
day's blasts. Israel reim- 
posed a blockade on the 
Palestinian territories 


which had first been 
slapped on the area after the 
Jerusalem bombing in July. 

Mr. Arafat's Senior aide. 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim Friday 
implicitly accused Syria 
and Iran of involvement in 
both attacks. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
laid the blame squarely on 
the PNA even though police 
have not identified the 
bombers. 

"These attacks could not 
have been organised with- 
out the involvement of 
dozens of people to scout 
out the locations, build the 
bombs and transport them," 
he said Friday. 

“For this, they need bases 
and Hamas carried out this 
attack from inside the 
Palestinian territories,” he 
said, referring to the largest 
Palestinian Islamist move- 
ment whose military' wing, 
lzzeddine Qassam claimed 
responsibility for the bomb- 
ings. 

Israeli troops arrested 
around 10 Palestinian sus- 
pects on the West Bank 
overnight, adding to around 
70 detained thb previous 
day, Palestinian sources 
said. 

The Israeli government 
issued a clear warning Fri- 
day that if Mr. Arafat does 
not arrest large numbers of 
Islamists and eliminate the 
infrastructure of Hamas and 
other armed groups, it 


Israel arrests more West Bank 
Palestinians in bomb probe 


HEBRON lAFPi — The 
Israeli army arre%ted more 
lhan 20 Palestinians in 
predawn raids around the 
West Bank Saturday, bring- 
ing to around 90 the num- 
ber of suspects picked up 
since a triple suicide bomb- 
ini! in Jerusalem. Palestin- 
ian sources said. 

About 10 su spec's were 
picked up in raids in 
Hebron and in the villages 
of Dura and Dahiriya !0 the 
south, the sources said. 

Another 12 were arrested 
in tillages around Bethle- 
hem. a Palestinian-ruled 
town where Palestinian 
police discovered an explo- 
sives hideout in July before 
the two multiple suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem, 
sources said 

The prev ious night Israeli 
troops rounded up 69 West 
Bank Palestinians suspect- 
ed of connection to terrorist 
activirv. the army said. 


The army carried out the 
raids in West Bank villages 
under its control after three 
suicide bombers blew 
themselves up in a down- 
town Jerusalem outdoor 
mall Thursday, killing four 
Israelis and injuring more 
than 1 70 others. 

Some 200 suspects had 
already been arrested in the 
West Bank following the 
first Jerusalem bombing in 
July. 

The lzzeddine Qassam 
brigade. Hamas's military 
wing claimed responsibility 
for both attacks. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu insis- 
ted Friday that the bombers 
were guided by Hamas and 
benefited from support 
from groups operating in 
Palestinian-ruled areas. 

His government warned 
Friday that it would send 
Israeli troops into PNA 
areas to hum for militants if 


the Palestinian police do 
not round up the suspects 
and dismantle their organi- 
sations. 

Palestinian police have 
arrested two Hamas leaders 
from Nablus and RamalJah 
and detained seven to 10 
lower level suspects since 
Thursday’s bombing. 

But the PNA hasVefused 
to carry out mass arrests of 
Islamists as demanded by 
Israel, with apparent U.S. 
backing, saying no evi- 
dence has been presented 
by Israeli police to warrant 
such widespread deten- 
tions. 

Earlier this year. Israeli 
and Palestinian police dis- 
mantled a Hamas cell oper- 
ating from the town of Tsu- 
rif near Hebron that was 
responsible for killing a 
dozen Israelis in a series of 
drive-by shootings and a 
bombing in a Tel Aviv cafe 
in March. 


would use its own troops to 
do so even in PNA areas. 

"Israel is going to fight 
terrorism, its' bases and its 
infrastructure to ensure the 
security of its citizens, uni- 
laterally and without coor- 
dination with the PNA." 
Cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh said. 

No such action was 
expected, however, before 
Ms. Albright’s arrival in the 
region Wednesday. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
Israel would hand over no 
new territory to the PNA 
despite its commitment 
under signed peace agree- 
ments until Mr. Arafat 
crushes militant groups. 

“It is inconceivable that 
we hand more territory' over 
to the Palestinians which 
would only serve as new 
bases for the terrorists,” he 
said. 

The Palestinian statement 
called on U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Ms. Albright "to 
be aware of Israeli attempts 
to use security issues as an 
excuse as Netanyahu has to 
damage peace process and 
avoid implementing peace 
agreements." 

The PNA has detained 
two senior West Bank 
Hamas leaders and arrested 
at least seven suspects since 
Thursday’s attack but on 
Friday Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat ruled out 
mass arrests. 

49 people 
massacred 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Forty- 
nine civilians have been 
killed and around 60 
wounded in Algiers by sus- 
pected militants, hospital 
sources said Saturday, 
making . it the bloodiest 
such attack in the capital 
yet. 

Survivors said an aimed 
group of several dozen men 
descended on the suburb of 
Beni Messous around 9:00 
p.m. Friday, in a very poor 
neighbourhood known as 
Sidi Yousef. 

Residents who had been 
gathered in a local square 
were felled by axe and 
knife blows, they said. 

Several mutilated corpses 
could be seen strewn on the 
grounds of the suburb's 
hospital, an Agence France 
Presse journalist reported. 

(Continued on page 12} 


LONDON (AP) — Silenc- 
ing the royals with their 
grief. Britain’s faithful 
fegions shepherded their 
"people’s princess" toward 
final rest Saturday in amass 
outpouring that unitetfeom- 


moner and aristocrat in an 
ocean of human tears. 

So visible in the capital 
during her life. Princess 
Diana made her last journey 
through it before millions 
of subdued people pressed 


against police barriers. 
They wept and wailed, 
applauded and threw flow- 
ers in her path. 

Upon her cortege: White 
lilies, the Royal' Standard 
flag — and a card 






Earl Spencer (front left), brother of Diana, Prince William (front right). Prince Harry 
(back left), Prince Charles (back centre) and The Very Reverend Wesley Carr stand 
in Westminster Abbey at the start or the ftineral service for Diana Saturday (AFP 
photo) 


addressed simply 

“mummy." 

"She was human. She was 
so human,” said Ross 
McLelland-Taylor, a Lon- 
doner. 

In a Westminster Abbey 
funeral extraordinary for its 
emotion, royalty and 
celebrities joined represen- 
tatives of Princess Diana's 
many causes in the place 
where kings and queens 
have been married and 
buried for 900 years. 

Services — including 
readings by Princess 
Diana’s two sisters and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
— unfolded sombrely with 
formality and grace. 

Earl Spencer, his voice 
cracking, made several ref- 
erences to the tabloid 
media, which he has 
blamed for his sister's 
death. But mostly he 
remembered "a very British 
girl who transcended 
nationality.” 

"Today is our chance to 
say thank you for the way 
you brightened our lives, 
even though God granted 
you only half a life ” Earl 
Spencer said, his eyes 
welling with tears. 

Outside in Hyde Park, 
thousands watching the 
simulcast on giant TV 
screens stood immediately 
and applauded. 

Police had predicted up to 
six million people along the 
3.5-mile funeral procession 
route. By late morning, they 
had put estimates at 

(Continued on page 12) 


India declares mourning for Mother Teresa 

CALCUTTA i AFP) — cut short a public viewing s — 

India declared a period of of the body as the numbers 1 FCIIUCr WclIltS JVlOtllCr 


CALCUTTA i AFP) — 
India declared a period of 
national mourning Saturday 
following Mother Theresa's 
death as hundreds of Cal- 
cuttans took to the streets in 
their own tribute to the 
city-'s "Saint of the Gut- 
ters." 

A government spokesman 
said Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral would 
arrive in Calcutta Sunday to 
pay personal homage to the 
87-year-old Nobel laureate, 
who died Friday evening of 
a cardiac arrest. 

While tributes for the 
missionary poured in from 
inside and outside India, 
hundreds of Hindus. Mus- 
lims and Christians braved 
heavy rains here to pay 
their Final respects. 

Police, however, were 
forced to cordon off Mother 
House, the Missionaries of 
Charity headquarters, and 


cut short a public viewing 
of the body as the numbers 
of mourners swelled close 
to 1. 000. 

The Indian government, 
meanwhile, ordered that the 
national flag should be 
flown at half mast in 
mourning Saturday. 

Mother Theresa, awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1979 for her work among 
the destitute and dying of 
Calcutta, is due to be buried 
within the confines of 
Mother House on SepL 13. 

Her death has prompted 
widespread tributes across 
the world from such key 
figures as the Pope and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

India's politicians and 
religious leaders also laud- 
ed the Roman Catholic nun. 
who founded her order in 
Calcutta in 1 950 before 

(Continued on page 12) 


Theresa buried in Albania 

TIRANA (AFP) — Albanian Prime Minister Fatos Nano 
Saturday expressed the hope that Mother Theresa, who 
was of ethnic Albanian origin, would be buried in Albania. 

"We do not yet know her wishes, but as Albania’s prime 
minister, I feel compelled to express the hope that Mother 
Theresa should be buried in our motherland, convinced 
that is the desire of the Albanian people “ Mr. Nano said 
in a television statement. 

Mother Theresa, whose real name was Agnes Gonxha 
Bojaxhiu, was bom on Aug. 27, 1910 iu Skopje, Macedo- 
nia. to Albanian parents. 

I wish to assure all Albanians and all those whom she 
helped, that the Albanian state will honour her as she 
deserves,” Mr. Nano continued. * 

Following the death Friday in Calcutta of Mother There- 
sa at the age of 87. Albanian President Rexhep Meidani 
declared that her death had saddened all Albanians. 

"Mother Theresa w-as a great citizen of the world, whose 
length and breadth she travelled in the service of the poor 
and all those who needed her touching anention,” the pres- 
ident said in a statement. She visited Albania on three 
occasions. The last time was in September 1994 when the 
country was gripped by a cholera epidemic. 
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Lebanon protests to truce 
committee after Israeli raid 


Jordan Times, Sunday, September 7, 1997 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon said Saturday if 
lodged a complaint with an 
international truce monitor- 
ing committee over the 
death of a civilian woman 
during a disastrous Israeli 
commando raid into south 
Lebanon. 

Beirut considers Israel 
“responsible” for the death 
of Palestinian refugee 
Samira Asmar who was 
caught in the fighting 
between Lebanese guerril- 


las and Israeli troops in 
south Lebanon early Friday, 
a Lebanese official said. 

Five Lebanese civilians 
were also wounded during 
bomb explosions and clash- 
es that erupted after the 
bungled Israeli raid deep 
into Lebanese territory, 
which left 12 elite Israeli 
commandos dead and four 
injured. 

Two Lebanese soldiers 
were also wounded, along 
with three members of 


Hizbollah and four from 
Arnal. 

Lebanon lodged the com- 
plaint with the five-nation 
committee set up to moni- 
tor an April 1996 ceasefire 
in south Lebanon. 

The ceasefire, which 
ended Israel’s 17 -day 
Grapes of Wrath offensive 
in Lebanon, bans the target- 
ing of civilians or the 
launching of attacks from 
civilian areas. 

In Cairo, meanwhile. 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa questioned why 
Israel continued to occupy 
a buffer zone in south 
Lebanon, following the 
death of the 12 Israeli com- 
mandos. 

“We are following the sit- 
uation in Lebanon, but the 
question which must be 
asked is: ‘Why do the 
Israelis stay in south 
Lebanon?’” Mr. Musa said 
to reporters. 


Militants reportedly slaughter three 
family members for collaboration 


MINYA. Egypt (AFP) — 
Militants shot dead three 
family members suspected 
of collaborating with 
police and then tried to 
behead them with an axe. 
police said Saturday- 
Two members of the 
Gamaa Islamiyab, the main 
armed Islamist group in 
Egypt, opened fire on the 
men in the village of A1 
Rudha in the Mallawi 
region. 300 kilometres 


south of Cairo, police said. 

The militants then tried 
to decapitate their victims, 
all farm workers, with an 
axe while the eight-year- 
old son of one of the men 
looked on in horror, they 
added. 

Samir Thabet Sadeq 
Henes, his brother Malak 
and another relative 
Zakaria Kama] Henes were 
accused of providing 
police with information 


which led to the death of a 
Gamaa militar y chief in 
February. 

Ahmad Ali Sayed, 27, 
had been sought by police 
accused of involvement in 
several attacks which 
caused the death of nine 
people, including seven 
police, between 1994 and 
1996. 

The three men had fled 
die village after Sayed's 
death and only recently 


returned, police said. 

On Friday, a policeman 
was injured when two mil- 
itants fired on an armoured 
car in the village of Atka, 
also in the Mallawi region, 
police said. 

Saturday's deaths bring 
to 1,229 the number of 
people killed since the 
launch of a violent anti- 
government campaign by 
Islamists in March 1992. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


6 Iraqi ‘pimps’ sentenced to death 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Six Iraqis have been condemned 
to death for ru nnin g a prostitution and alcohol smug- 
gling racket for Saudi Arabians, the official newspaper 
A1 Jumhouriyah reported Saturday. The five men and 
one woman were sentenced in July to death by hanging 
by a special interior ministry court, the newspaper said, 
without specifying if they had been executed. They 
were found guilty of having “recruited girls and operat- 
ed a prostitution and alcohol trafficking network for 
Saudi Arabians " the paper said. Diplomatic relations 
between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, which share a long 
common border, were broken soon after the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

2 Pakistanis beheaded in S. Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) — Two Pakistanis, one of them a 
necrophiliac, were decapitated Saturday in the Mecca 
area of western Saudi Arabia for murder, the interior 
ministry said. Mohammed Riyadh Barkudar and 
Mohammed Sharif Ahmed din stabbed dead another 
Pakistani, Mohammed Jawid Mohammed Latif, who 
was then sexually violated, the ministry said iu a state- 
ment carried by the Saudi Press Agency. The behead- 
ings bring to 90 the number of executions officially 
announced in the kingdom since the be ginning of the 
year. 

Turkey will not take part in NATO drills 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey on Saturday said it would 
not lake part in NATO's annual military manoeuvres in 
the Aegean Sea this year, due to be held Sept. 23 to Oct. 
9. blaming NATO "concessions” to “Greece. ,, The 
Turkish foreign ministry justified its decision by saying 
NATO had made “concessions" to Greece to obtain its 
participation in this year's manoeuvres, dubbed 
“Dynamic Mix." Though allies in NATO, Greece and 
Turkey remain tense neighbours in the Aegean and 
Greece has balked for several years over the NATO 
exercises there. 
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TUrkish army kills 
52 rebel Kurds 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish army troops have killed 
52 separatist Kurdish rebels 
in the last three days of 
fighting in the country's 
troubled southeast, govern- 
ment officials said Saturday. 

Thirty-two rebels from the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) were killed in a clash 
in a mountainous area in 
Simak province bordering 
northern Iraq, the south- 
east's regional governorship 
said in a statement received 
here. 

Security forces killed 20 
other PKK members in 
three other clashes in the 
provinces of Van, Hakkari 
and Siiit, it said. 


The governorship made 
no mention of casualties 
among the security forces. 

Mane than 26.000 people, 
including rebels, members 
of the security forces and 
civilians, have been killed in 
PK&related violence in the 
southeast since 1984 when 
the group launched its 
armed campaign for a Kur- 
dish homeland. 

In addition to fighting 
inside Turkish territory, 
more than 25,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by tanks and 
air power, entered neigh- 
bouring northern Iraq in 
May and stayed there for 
five weeks to wipe out PKK 
bases. 



PALESTINIAN-GERMAN TALKS: German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinke! (right) meets with Nabeel Sha’ath, 
Palestinian, minister for international cooperation, on Saturday in Hamburg. Their talks were focused on the 
Middle East peace process (AFP photo) 


Kuwaiti press blames Israeli prime 
minister for undermining peace 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The Kuwaiti press Saturday 
slammed the Israeli govern- 
ment for its extremist poli- 
cies that are undermining 
the peace process after 
Israeli commandos were 
killed in a failed raid in 
south Lebanon. 

The daily A1 Qabas said 
Israel's Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
policies are aimed at 
"bringing down ali previous 
agreements and internation- 
al resolutions” referring to 
Israel's latest military oper- 
ation in Lebanon. 

Twelve elite Israeli com- 
mandos were. killed Friday 
after they were ambushed 
while trying to raid guerril- 
la bases drop inside south- 
ern Lebanon. 

“Netanyahu, who by 
adopting the slogans of 
extremist Jews calling for 
expansion, settlements and 
opposition to regional 
peace... should therefore be 


held to account for the ter- 
rorist attacks and military 
adventurism in south 
Lebanon,” the Arab Times 
said. 

“And if there is a camp 
for the enemies of peace. 
Netanyahu surely must be a 
leading light there,” said the 
English language newspa- 
per in an editorial also car- 
ried in the Arabic sister 
paper A1 Seyassah. 

“It is no longer acceptable 
that these fanatics should 
be allowed to influence the 
peace process and impose 
their will on U.S. policy." 
the paper added. 

But the daily AJ Rai AJ 
Aam said Arabs ipust learn 
to live with the fact that 
Israel will always receive 
special treatment by Wash- 
ington because of the 
strength of the Jewish lobby 
in the U.S. 

“We must., turn from our 
negative, old ideas concen- 
trating on the language of 


solidarity to practical, 
organised, precise action. 
The rights of the Arabs will 
never be returned by divi- 
sion and isolation.” the 
newspaper said. 

Israel faces 'formidable' 
battle with Palestinians 
— Iran Radio 

Meanwhile. Iran warned 
Israel Saturday that it was 
in for a “formidable battle” 
with Palestinians if it con- 
tinues to occupy the Pales- 
tinian territories. 

“The Palestinian nation, 
understanding the true aims 
of the Zionist regime, has 
broadened and intensified 
its struggle to an unprece- 
dented scale,” Iran Radio 
said in the wake of Thurs- 
day’s triple suicide bomb- 
ing in Jerusalem which left 
four Israelis dead. 

“This has roots in the 
inefficiency of conciliatory 
talks for saving the Pales- 


tinian nation and extremism 
of Israeli leaders.” it said. 

“This struggle is a 
reminder to the Zionist 
regime that it cannot hold 
on to the territories by giv- 
ing the run-around to the 
Palestinian I National] 
Authority, but that they face 
a formidable battle with the 
Palestinian nation,” the 
radio added. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahim, a 
senior aide to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, on 
Friday implicitly accused 
Syria and Iran of involve- 
ment in the attack. 

Iran, calling for Israel’s 
destruction, is staunchly 
opposed to the Arab- Israeli 
peace process. 

The latest suicide bomb- 
ing struck a severe blow to 
the crumbling Middle East 
peace process only days 
before U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright's 
first tour of the Middle 
East. 


Foreign ‘illegals’ play hide-and-seek with Saudi police 


DUBAI (AFP) — Babjit 
Seif, a Sri Lankan electrical 
engineer arrested in a 
sweep against illegal for- 
eign workers, said he would 
rather tend camels in Saudi 
Arabia than return home to 
a pittance of a salary. 

“In Sri Lanka, as an elec- 
trical engineer. I can’t make 
a third of what I get here 
just doing odd jobs,” he 
explained on Saudi televi- 
sion after being arrested in 
the Red Sea port city of 
Jeddah. 

On July 17, Saudi author- 


ities set a three-month 
deadline for foreigners 
without work permits to 
leave the country or face a 
maximum six months in jail 
and fines of up to $26,000. 

Those who employ or 
harbour such “illegals” risk 
a full year in jail and fines 
of some $13,000. 

Hundreds of pilgrims to 
Islam's holiest sites in 
Mecca who overstayed 
their welcome to find jobs, 
including some 500 Sri 
Lankans and some 200 Fil- 
ipinos, have given them- 


selves up to leave die coun- 
try under the Saudi 
amnesty. 

But tens of thousands of 
others are keeping a low 
profile as the Oct. 16 dead- 
line draws nearer and hide 
from police in labyrinthine 
shanty towns set up for the 
Asian expatriate workforce. 

The Mesfat district south 
of Jeddah, with its shacks 
and beaten-up cars, is 
believed to harbour thou- 
sands of such fugitives. 

The “illegals" based in 
Mesfat. home to around 


20.000 people, continue to 
make a living by washing 
cars, working as porters, 
selling medicinal plants or 
drug trafficking. 

Many of them are protect- 
ed by landlords who extort 
between $300 and $500 a 
month per person for 
cramped and dirty lodg- 
ings. 

“Some of these illegals 
are thieves, counterfeiters, 
alcohol and drug traffick- 
ers, as well as killers. Help- 
ing them hide only poses a 
risk for our security.” said a 


writer to the newspaper A1 
Iqtissadia. 

“Beware of this mob, 
some of whom carry virus- 
es and could contaminate 
our children. Don't give 
them jobs, even if they 
accept very low wages.” 
warned another reader. 

But a third letter to the 
editor said it would be 
unfair to charge a $1,300 
deposit to each pilgrim on 
arrival in Saudi Arabia — 
as proposed by the paper. 

“It may be a small 
amount for a Saudi, but it's 


, PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 ._ 


i 14 JO 

The Magic School Bus 

15:00 ... 

— -Energy Express 

I 15:40— 
‘16:00 .. 

.. American Chart Show 

17:00 .. 

French Programmes 

19H» ... 


19:30 — 


1 19:35 ... 

..Fresh Prince-o f-Beiair 

■ 20:00 ..Cinema, Cinema. Cinema 

■ 20:30 .. 


i 21:10.... 

- Renegade 

22:00 


■ 22:30 ... 


: 23:15 ... 


i 23:59 

FjvtnfTY 

PRAYER TIMES 

1 04:50— 


06:09 .... 

(Sunrisej Duha 

12:34 


1 16:08 


; 18:58..— 


i 20:17 

Tshn 

! CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth Church 

Sweifleh,Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 

Church 

of the Annuoication 



GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 637440, 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661757. 
Tara Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with lemperatures 
around average and winds north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot winds northerly moder- 
ate, and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman™ 19/31 

Aqaba. 2306 

Deserts 19/36 

Jordan Valley. 23/37 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 39 per cent, 
Aqaba 36 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Dr Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dc Ramzi Mazzawi 894788 

Dr. Khafid M’addi .66 1 144 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nahuukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy _ -644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn GhaaTh’amoeh _ -250080 
A1 Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Lawzf .989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre- -637 1 1 1 

C3vfl Defence Dqjartmert 661111 


Owl Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 
Rescue Price.. .192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade — 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. .661 176 

& Sewerage Gcnjftte -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) . — 121 

Overseas Calls - -.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

AMaliTel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Warer Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre _JJ 138 1 3/32 

Khali di Maternity. 64428 1/6 

AJdlefa Maternity...- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — -636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 


Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahii, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajreeo ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Array, Marica -.89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09*983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— - -....(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital—. (09)986732 
A1 Hikrna Modem Hospital 
— - (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

— - .102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL ( 08153200-5. 
where it should always be verified 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

19:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJj 

10:05 - -Bombay tRJ) 

10:20 .—Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10=20 Lamaca (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJi 

!0:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

12:15 Jeddah (RJj 

17:05 Amsterdam, Brussels iRJt 
17:40 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

W: 05 Paris (RJ) 

1&50 London (RJ) 

19:05 .... Ankara. Istanbul iRJi 

!9 :1 0 Madrid. Geneva fRJj 

20: ‘^° RometRJ) 

20:55 Detroit, Chicago. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

00:25 Frankfurt (RJj 

00:115 -Beirut (add) (RJj 

01:55 Cairo (RJ) 

02:59 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

05:10 Vienna (RJ) 


Other Flights 

08:10 


11:00..... 

AI A rich rn.Wl iPPi 


12:00 ... 


13:35 _. 


15:20 ... 


21:10 ... 


21:35 ... 


23:20 ... 


00:59... 


02:15 ... 


07:20 ... 


07:20 ... 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:45 ... 


10:05 ... 

...Amman (QAIAi(RW) 

10:50 Amman iMarka Airport) (RW) 

18:20 „. 


19:30 ... 

-Amman (QAIAj(RW) 

22:20 . 


23»0 Amman IMarka Airport) (RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

°” ls Lamaca (RJ) 

L-:10 ..—Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

J?; 15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ i 

Rome (RJ) 

L-.-w Amsterdam, New York (RJj 

!??? Athens (RJj 

London (RJ) 

___ Frankfort (RJ) 


the equivalent of a whole 
year or even two years of 
wages in many Muslim 
countries." he wrote. 

In 1996, Saudi authorities 
launched a crackdown and 
expelled 400,000 illegal 
residents or foreigners who 
overstayed after Hajj. 

The oil-rich Gulf Arab 
kingdom aims to create 
new jobs for 650.000 Saud- 
is in its 1995-2000 develop- 
ment plan, gradually 
replacing foreign workers 
with its own nationals. 

20:45 Vienna (RJ) ! 

21:00 .New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Dhahran iadd)(Rfl 

21:20 -Beirut. I addURJ) 

22:15 - Cairo (RJl 

22:25 .Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:40 -...Doha. Bangkok (RJ) j 

23:45 Sanaa (RD j 

02:15 .Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) j 

04:30 Jeddah (RJ) I 

05:00 Damascus (W) 

06:00 Madrid (Rh 


Other Flights ■ 

07:00 j -.-Beinuifr® j 

07:55 -London (BA) 1 

09.-00 Doha (add) (GF) I 

12:00- A I ‘Arish (addMl’fl j 

13:00 —.Sanaa (1^ | 

13:30 JeddahSV) | 

14:25 —Doha I® 7 *' 

16:35 —Moscow 

22:25 Cairo j 

00:45 Amsterdam^: 

02:00 CairofMS) j 

07:00 Beintt^i 

07:55 —LondcA^i 

08:15 .Tel Aviv 

Royal Wings (RW) _ 
07:45 Amman (MaikaAiip®^^ 

09:15 , J. — .. j 

10:30 Amman I 

17:45 Amman (Maria) 

18:55 

21:30 .... Amman (Q/ 

22:50 
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CEREMONY FOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: His Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday attended a ceremony held at the Royal Cultural Centre to honour former 
chairmen and members of the Amman Chamber of Commerce- King Hussein dis- 
tributed the chamber's shields to the 40 honoured members in appreciation of 
their services to the Jordanian economy in generaT^nd the trade sector in partic- 
ular. During the ceremony the Chamber’s President Haidar Mnrad presented the 
King with a token gift, a copy of the Holy Koran ornamented with gems and deliv- 
ered an address in which he paid tribute to His Majesty and his wise directives 
that helped Jordan attract investors from throughout thre world (Petra photo) 


Illiteracy continues to drop, 
measures taken to ensure 
continued decline — ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.l — The rate 
of illiteracy among people 
aged 1 5 and above dropped 
from 67.6 per cent in 1961 
to 12 per cent in 1997, but 
efforts are being made to 
reduce the rate to eight per 
cent by the year 2000. 
Director of General Educa- 
tion at the Ministry of Edu- 
cation Mahmoud Masad 
said Saturday. 

In an effort to reduce the 
illiteracy rate, the ministry 
has opened 565 literacy and 
adult education centres. 53 
for men and 512 for 
women, which served a 
total of 1 1,475 people in the 
past year. Dr. Masad said. 

In addition, the ministry- 
last year opened several 
“home classes" whose 
courses benefited 567 peo- 
ple. according to Dr. 
Masad, speaking prior to 
International Literacy Day 
(ILD). which is observed 


on Sept. 8. 

The ministry, in conjunc- 
tion with several non-gov- 
ernmental organisations, is 
planning a special pro- 
gramme for further improv- 
ing the efficiency and stan- 
dards of the teachers at 
these centres, he continued. 

Since the beginning of the 
new scholastic year, the 
ministry’ has re-opened the 
literary and adult education 
centres in the country and 
provided them with text- 
books. as well as stationery, 
which is given free of 
charge to the learners as 
part of the free educational 
sen-ices, according to Dr. 
Masad. 

In a message on the ILD, 
the Director General of the 
United Nations Education- 
al. Scientific, and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) 
Federico Mayor said 
“thanks to the constant and 


sustained efforts of ail con- 
cerned, the tide of world- 
wide illiteracy is turning: 
the illiteracy rate, estimated 
at 45 per cent 50 years ago, 
has fallen to 23 per cent 
today. 

“However, that average, 
which is still too high, 
masks significant dispari- 
ties. It is in Africa and Asia 
that illiteracy remains the 
highest. 

“I call upon the govern- 
ments concerned — all 
those who, in Hamburg last 
July, recognised that adult 
education is ‘one of the 
keys to the 21st century ’ — 
to invite them to redouble 
their efforts to spread adult 
education and literacy. I 
call upon non-governmen- 
tal organisations, volunteer 
groups, und the private sec- 
tor to strengthen their work 
to this end." 


Joint Jordanian- Yemeni committee 
concludes preparatory meetings 


SANAA (Petra) — A joint 
Jordanian- Yemeni prepara- 
tory committee concluded 
its meeting in Sanaa Satur- 
day. prior to a meeting of 
the higher joint committee 
in the Yemeni capital 
today, to be co- chaired by 
the Jordanian and Yemeni 
prime ministers. 

According to a statement 
issued alter the meeting, 
the preparatory committee 
reviewed resolutions raken 
by the higher committee 
that was convened in 
Amman in July 1996 and 
progress in their imple- 
mentation. 

The preparatory commit- 
tee recommended a num- 
ber of protocols, agree- 
ments. and memoranda of 
understanding to the high- 
er committee to sign dur- 
ing it> two-day meeting. 

The protocols covered 
the follow inc: technical 


cooperation between the 
investment promotion cor- 
porations in the two states, 
technical cooperation 
between Yemeni and Jor- 
danian organisations con- 
cerned with promoting 
expons, and cooperation 
between the two health 
ministries. 

The preparatory commit- 
tee also submined recom- 
mendations for the follow- 
ing’ agreements: coopera- 
tion in labour-related 
issues, awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, tourism, and infor- 
mation. as well as draft 
agreements on cooperation 
in judicial fields and on 
avoiding dual taxation. 

On the sidelines of the 
meetings, private sector 
businesspeople from Jor- 
dan met with their col- 
leagues in Yemen and 
decided to create a joint 
committee that would be 


entrusted with promoting 
trade and joint investment 
projects in the two coun- 
tries. 

The committee is to meet 
alternately in Sanaa and 
Amman to follow up on 
the implementation of the 
accords. 

Yemeni Minister of 
Industry’ and Trade Ahmad 
Soufan. who co-chaired 
the meeting of the prepara- 
tory committee with his 
Jordanian counterpart Hani 
Mulki. addressed the clos- 
ing session by expressing 
hope that the agreements 
would further promote 
trade exchanges. 

The preparatory commit- 
tee’s meeting was preceded 
by a meeting of the joint 
technical committee, 
which focused attention on 
trade, economic, health, 
cultural, scientific, securi- 
ty. and investment fields. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


DARATAL FUNUN 
SUMMER *97 
FESTIVAL 

Seminar entitled "Visual Analysis 
About Sculpture” b\ Dr. Mazen Astour 
at 7:ULl p.m. 

* Graphics bv Rala Nasiri of Iraq. 
Ziad Diuloul of Syria, and Xajia Mehau- 
ji at the South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Qailoih ai the Middle Hail. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings 
by Jordanian artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works bv contemporary Arab artists 
at the Blue House. 

+ Paintings by children of Zanqa 
reflecting on the problem of pollution at 
the Byzantine church. 


PLAY 


:!; Children’s 
the Roval Cul: 


— “The Treasure” at 
Centre, at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Palestinian artists enti- 
tled "Palestine the Reality and the 
Drcam” at the Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, until Ocl 2 (except Tues- 
days). 

* Book exhibition at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre, until SepL 9. 

* Works by Basem AI Mahdi at the 
Jordan Plastic Art Association Gallery', 
Jabal Weibdeh, until SepL S. 

* Bani Hamida exhibition (rugs, cush- 
ions, runners, wall hangings and bas- 
kets) at Al Baidar Hall of Kan Zamaa 
until Sept. 20. 


Cabinet expresses hope for positive 
results from upcoming Albright visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Middle East is optimistical- 
ly awaiting the planned 
visit by U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
who reportedly will be car? 
rying new ideas and pro- 
posals that could assist the 
concerned parties overcome 
the dangerous obstacles 
currently facing the peace 
process. Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said Satur- 
day. 

Despite the recent suicide 
attacks in west Jerusalem, 


there is still hope that Mrs. 
Albrighr will bring her 
ideas, without which the 
peace process cannot move 
forward. Dr. Mutawi said 
after the regular Cabinet 
session. 

“We in Jordan have 
always been saying that the 
U.S. should exercise a vital, 
important, and basic role as 
a partner in the peace 
process, and Ms. Albright’s 
visit offers a chance to the 
U.S. to add credence to this 
concept” the minister said. 

‘The U.S. secretary’s 


ideas could enable the con- 
cerned parties to overcome 
the present painful situation 
that the region is facing at 
the moment. 

“There can be no alterna- 
tive to peace, which is an 
international strategy,” he 
added. 

He said the presence of 
Palestinian and Israeli dele- 
gations in Washington to 
discuss a number of points 
in the secretary’s initiative 
gives an indication that the 
upcoming stages will be 
decisive and head in the 


right direction. 

Dr. Mutawi said Egypt’s 
efforts are fully backed by 
Jordan, adding that His 
Majesty King Hussein 
recently delegated HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan to 
visit Israel and Egypt _ to 
pursue efforts in reviving 
the stalled peace process. 

The ministers also dis- 
cussed a Dew set of regula- 
tions for the Civil Service 
Commission, but they were 
not endorsed in the final 
form because there have 
been some suggestions for 


amendments, he said, 
expressing hope that the 
regulations will be ratified 
soon. 

The Cabinet endorsed an 
agreement on a Joan from 
the World Bank to help 
carry out the national 
telecommunications pro- 
gramme. 

The Cabinet also autho- 
rised the ambassador to 
Egypt to ratify an agree- 
ment reached by the two 
countries on avoiding dual 
taxation. 


Opening session of conference deals with 
‘humanity,’ ‘stereotypes’ during information age 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Media profes- 
sionals from around the 
world yesterday opened a 
three-day conference on 
communication and diplo- 
macy under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, who 
cautioned against ignoring 
the human dimension in the 
new information age. 

Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament Zeid 
Rifai. who delivered the 
opening address on behalf 
of the Crown Prince, said, 
“The lure of technology, 
and the luxury and comfort 
yielded during the past 
three decades by what has 
come to be called the 
‘information age’, should 
not prevent us from think- 
ing about the human being 
himself, and how to sustain 
resources fen 1 his basic, 
mental and material needs. 

Tt is also pivotal to keep 
thinking of how to serve 
[the human being] with 
honesty, and above all how 
to appreciate his humanity, 
irrespective of which group 
he chooses to identify 
with," he said. 

The Crown Prince cau- 
tioned that the “continuous 
indulgence in consumerism 
on the part of the recipients 
of information, and the vol- 
untary submission to cul- 
tural domination will surely 
result in the recipient’s 
increased dependency on 
the powers providing this 
information.” 

“The inevitable result will 
be their loss of opportunity 
to contribute qualitatively 


Queen Noor, 
Prince Hamzeh 
attend funeral 
in London 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
HRH Prince Hamzeh Satur- 
day attended the funeral of 
the late Princess of Wales at 
Westminster Abbey in Lon- 
don, according to press 
release Saturday. 

After the funeral, British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his wife held a special 
luncheon, which was 
attended by Queen Noor, 
Prince Hamzah. Ms. Hillary 
Clinton, Mrs. Bernadette 
Chirac, Mrs. Suzanne 
Mubarak. British Foreign 
Minister Robin Cook," and 
other prominent officials, 
the statement said. 

Crown Prince 
sends 

condolences 
to families 

AMMAN ■ (Petra) — 
Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Crown Prince’s 
Special Adviser Michel 
Hamameh condoled the 
Kabarin and Q unash fami- 
lies over the death of 
Hurieh, mother of former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Prince 
Hassan also delegaied his 
adviser Kama! Shabsog to 
deliver his condolences to 
Hakoz family over the 
death of Abdullah Hakoz. 


to the future civilisation of 
m ankin d,” be said. 

The conference, organ- 
ised by the Institute of 
Diplomacy in conjunction 
with Yarmouk University's 
Department of Mass Com*- 
muni cation and the Arab- 
U.S. Association for Com- 
munication Educators 
(AUSACE), is entitled 
"Communication and 
Diplomacy: New Horizons 
in the Information Age.” 
Thirty-five speakers are 
scheduled to present varia- 
tions on this theme 
throughout the three-day 
meeting. 

A professor at Washing- 
ton State University cur- 
rently researching the influ- 
ence of the U.S. media in an 
extensive list of selected 
countries shared the Crown 
Prince’s concern of “cultur- 
al domination^ by rich, 
developed countries. 

“Hie major exporters of 
television and other’ com- 
munication concepts are 
U.S.-based, although they 
are not necessarily U.S. 
companies,” Professor Alex 
Tan said. 

Prof. Tan told the confer- 
ence during the course of 
his research he studied such 
issues as: the images of the 
U.S. that are exported to 
foreign audiences; the 
effects on the value systems 
of foreign consumers; and 
the projected image of U.S. 
racial groups and the effect 
of the American social 
stereotypes on audiences 
abroad. 

These influences were 
studied in several countries, 
including China, Taiwan, 
Thailand, the Philippines, 


Mexico, Brazil, and South 
Africa, he said. 

“Our findings so far were 
that the predominant image 
of the United States is 
hedonistic, materialistic, 
violent and aggressive, 
wealthy, stubborn, and self 
righteous, as well as being a 
land full of opportunities 
and racial prejudice. 

“These images are pro- 
jected [by foreign audi- 
ences] to ‘real* Americans 
and their lives,” he said. 

Another finding was that 
these images of America 
and its people are especial- 
ly appealing to adolescents 
and in this can be seen an 
erosion of native values in 
terms of community struc- 
tures. he said. 

“People think individual- 
ism is more important than 
collective identity.” 

However. Prof. Tan refut- 
ed popular arguments that 
the “new information 
order.” which has made 
transmission of such 
images possible, is politi- 
cally motivated. Rather, it is 
a phenomenon governed by 
market values, he said. 

“Producers seek markets, 
so one really cannot blame 
them. Television and the 
internet have the potential 
to educate people realisti- 
cally, but such a potential is 
not exploited. The solution 
is education." 

Other speakers also 
voiced concern over the 
role of major powers, par- 
ticularly that of the U.S., on * 
international communica- 
tion in the “new world 
order,” acknowledging a 
clear concern that the dom- 
ination of these powers is 


increasing the North-South 
gap, particularly in terms of 
information capital. 

“Information will be 
dominated by the U.S.,” 
said Adnan Hayajneh, 
assistant professor- at the 
Bayt Al Hikma Institute for 
Poetical Studies at Al al 
Bayt University. 

Dr. Hayajneh asserted 
that in the “new world 
order”, basically a unipolar 
system, international com- 
munication has a tendency 
towards military communi- 
cation. 

“Television cameras fol- 
low the U.S. benefits.” he 
said, referring to the ten- 
dency of news coverage to 
concentrate on U.S. eco- 
nomic and military deci- 
sions. 

During yesterday’s after- 
noon session on press free- 
doms, Riad Hroub, publish- 
er of Jordan’s first weekly 
newspaper, Shihan. and 
Jordan's latest daily news- 
. paper, Al Arab Al Yawm. 
discussed'. Shihan’s experi- 
ence in challenging the lim- 
its to press freedoms since 
the paper's founding in 
1984. 

Shihan started as a 
“sodal” paper that pub- 
lished popular issues, other 
than politics, said Dr. 
Hroub, who addressed the 
afternoon session entitled, 
“Press and Freedom of 
Expression.” 

“We found that people 
wanted other information,” 
he said. Over the years, Shi- 
han has expanded its juris- 
diction into coverage of 
other fields, including polit- 
ical issues, said Dr. Hroub. 
but has shown that [the 


weekly press] ‘is a needed 
and a wanted press.” 

Jordan’s weekly press 
industry' has recently been 
under fire from both the 
government and media pro- 
fessionals for being too dar- 
ing in news coverage, too 
irresponsible with respect 
to sensitive issues, and for 
going against accepted pub- 
lic mores. 

B .Although Dr. Hroub 
admits that Jordan's weekly 
news industry has often 
exceeded accepted limits of 
decency and news cover- 
age, it has played an impor- 
tant role in expanding 
democracy. 

“We should respect [the 
weekly newspaper indus- 
try]." he said. 

At today’s sessions, par- 
ticipants from the United 
Kingdom. Jordan, Tunisia, 
Morocco, the United States 
and Egypt will present 
papers on “Media Chal- 
lenges in the Next Century” 
and International Commu- 
nication in the New World 
Order.’* 

Among speakers in 
today’s panel of partici- 
pants is Dr. Tahseen Man- 
sour (Jordan), presenting a 
paper on “The Future of 
Public Relations in the 
Government Sector: Gov- 
ernment Directors’ Points 
of View”, Ingy Al Sayed 
(Egypt), presenting a paper 
on “The Palestinian Ques- 
tion in the Political Docu- 
mentary Cinema” and Dr. 
Mohammad Tala! (Moroc- 
co), presenting a paper on 
“Hindrances to Research 
and Communication in the 
Arab World.” 


Mother Theresa's legacy continues in Amman 


By Francesca Griati 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Humble and tire- 
less, the Missionaries of Chari- 
ty in Amman continue their 
work as Mother Theresa taught 
them, serving the orphans, die 
dying, and all those who have 
nobody to whom to turn. 

The twelve “sisters," in their 
famous blue-trimmed white 
saris, are the seeds that Mother 
Theresa, the “Saint of die Gut- 
ters.” planted in Jordan in 
197 °. 

To them, the death on Friday 
of their spiritual guide and 
founder of their order is not a 
source of despair, but one more 
reason to multiply their 
prayers, “now that Mother 
Theresa is finally together with 
Jesus, in peace." 

They will have special 

prayers for Mother Theresa on 
Wednesday at their headquar- 
ters at Gardens Street, said Sis- 
ter Julie, one of the Missionar- 
ies of Charity in Amman. 

In their two “homes,” the 
“home of peace," in Tla Al All 
for mentally and physically 
handicapped, dying, and elder- 
ly rejected by their families a* 
alone in the world, and the 
“home of love,” in Russeifah, 
for children below the age of 
12, the “sisters of Mother 
Theresa." as some people call 
them, provide shelter, food, 
and all the assistance 

they can for more than 100 
people. 

"People are generous,” said 
Sister Julie, “and we have just 
whai we need to cany on our 
work.” 

But if the sisters would not 
waste time complaining or 
talking about themselves, 
Father Moussa Adeli, of St 



The Missionaries of Charity, the religious group founded by Mother Theresa, oper- 
ate two houses in the Amman area for needy people 


Joseph parish at the First Cir- 
cle, who is close to them and 
met Mother Theresa personally 
on several occasions, praised 
their dedication in “serving the 
poorest without asking for any- 
thing in return.” 

“Their dedication reaches to 
the extent that during [the Holy 
Month of] Ramadan they stay 
up at night to feed and wash 
the patients who wish to fast” 
Father Moussa told the Jordan 
Times. 

Father Moussa recalled 
meeting Mother Theresa six 
times: Three times on the occa- 
sion of her visits to Jordan, “in 
1970, in 1974 and 1980, when 
His Majesty King Hussein 
conferred upon her Ai Istiklal 
medal," — the Kingdom's 
highest decoration — in 1982 


in Bethlehem, and in 1986 and 
1994 in Rome. 

“She has always impressed 
me with her words on Jesus 
and inner life,” he commented. 

Mother Theresa, who was 
bora in 1910 to a rich Albanian 
family, left home to enter a 
Dublin convent at the age of 
18. She founded the order of 
the Missionaries of Charity in 
1950. 

Ever since, her organisation 
has grown to include “more 
than 5,000 sisters and brothers 
in 128 countries,” according io 
Patter Moussa. 

In die Middle East, Mother 
Theresa's sisters are in Yemen, 
Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Sudan, Turkey, Tunisia, 
and Jordan. 

Together with the three ordi- 


nary oaths that nuns take — 
obedience, poverty, and chasti- 
ty — the Missionaries of Char- 
ity also lake the oath of “serv- 
ing the poorest.” 

Mother Theresas sisters in 
Amman are from India. Italy. 
Slovakia and Ethiopia, but a 
new Jordanian member might 
’enter the family. 

The sisters would not dis- 
close her name, because “we 
do not think her family 
approves [her plan to join 
Mother Theresa's order]." Sis- 
ter Julie said. 

'“We know she is in Rome 
and just completed the first 
year of her three-year training. 

“She will see how our life is 
like, and then, when she will be 
sure, she will decide.” said Sis- 
ter Julie. 









4 World News 


India reports 2 killed in fresh 
Pakistani firing in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR (Agencies) — 
Two Indians were killed and 
five injured in fresh artillery 
fire by Pakistani troops in 
Kashmir but the situation 
was not alarming, an Indian 
Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said Saturday. 

The civilian casualties 
occurred in the latest out- 
break of shelling on the line 
of control in the Himalayan 
mountain region where at 
least 15 people have been 
killed in the last two weeks. 

“A four-year-old girl and a 
20-year-old lady died in 
Pakistan shelling Friday 
evening while five other 
civilians were injured.” de- 
fence spokesman, P. Puru- 
shottam told Reuters in 
Srinagar, summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir state. 

He said the four-year-old 
girl died in Kern sector in 
Kupwara district on the 
boundary line, 87 kilome- 
tres north of Srinagar. 

The 20-year-old woman 
was killed and five other 
civilians injured in Tangtar 
sector in the same district, 
he said. 

The spokesman said Pa- 
kistani troops were using 
heavy artillery and mortars 


and intermittent firing was 
still going on. 

“It is not alarming, we are 
reacting to the situation as 
required," he said. ‘‘Fire 
control is being exercised 
by our field commanders ” 

Id late August, Indian offi- 
cials said troops had des- 
troyed about three dozen 
Pakistani bunkers and killed 
up to 70 troops across the 
line of control dividing the 
highland region. 

Pakistani officials and 
diplomats dismissed the 
casualty figures. To date, 
the two sides have con- 
firmed 15 dead. 

On Friday, Indian Defence 
Ministry officials said two 
Indian soldiers were killed 
and two wounded in cross- 
border artilleiy firing by 
Pakistani troops. 

On Wednesday, India 
accused Pakistan of provok- 
ing fresh cross-border firing 
which wounded four Indian 
defence personnel and a 
civilian. 

Diplomats said cross-bor- 
der firing often picks up at 
this time of the year when 
each side tries to bring sup- 
plies, often on mule-back, 
to remote sentry posts along 


the mountainous frontier. 

Meanwhile Pakistan ob- 
served Defence Day Satur- 
day to pay homage to the 
soldiers killed during a war 
with neighbouring India on 
September 6, 1965. 

The commemoration be- 
gan with the recitation in 
mosques of the Holy Quran 
and special prayers early 
morning for the “integrity 
of the country and for those 
war heroes.” 

Pakistan Jiad fought three 
wars with jts neighbour In- 
dia since the independence 
of subcontinent 50 years 
ago on August 14, 1947 
from British rule. 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Khan Leghari in a message 
to the aimed forces called it 
a milestone in the history of 
the nation, saying 32 years 
ago “brave soldiers, sailors 
and airmen repelled Indian 
aggression in a befitting 
manner." 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif said the nation re- 
members the supreme sacri- 
fices by the “valiant sol- 
diers” of Pakistan in defen- 
ding the boundaries of the 1 
country. 

Air Chief Marshall Fa- 


rooq Feroz Khan, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, in his message 
said that Defence Day was a 
reminder of the sacrifices 
and heroism of “valiant 
armed forces in the face of 
an unprovoked aggression." 

Special ceremonies were 
held at all formations, unit 
headquarters and installa- 
tions of armed forces. 

Senior Pakistan Army 
officers visited the grave- 
yards of war heroes in La- 
hore. Gujrar, Singhori, La- 
tham Vehari and Rawalpindi 
and laid floral wreath at 
their graves. 

In the provincial capitals 
including Karachi, Lahore. 
Peshawar and Quetta, and 
the army headquarters in 
Rawalpindi, people thronged 
at the arms and ammunitions 
display which were opened 
for genera] public. 

The display included anti- 
tank missiles, ground-to- 
ground and ground-to-air 
missiles, anti-aircraft guns, 
rocket launchers, heavy 
artillery guns, communica- 
tions equipment including 
radars, a modem low alti- 
tude aircraft detector and 
laser guided missiles. 


Hashimoto cites ‘differences’ during 
meetings with Chinese leaders 


BEIJING (AFP) — Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto said Satur- 
day that he and Chinese 
leaders had “differences" 
on Taiwan's inclusion in 
U.S.-Japanese security 
planning during his visit 
here this week. 

“At our summit meeting, 
I explained the basic posi- 
tion we have, to Premier Li 
Peng ... We exchanged dif- 
ferences of view and in this 
sense had a good dia- 
logue." he told a media 
briefing. 

Mr. Hashimoto said dur- 
ing all his meetings — 
including talks with Pre- 
sident Jiang Zemin late 
Friday — “1 believe we 
were able to deepen Chi- 
na's understanding of the 
Japanese position." 

The Chinese leaders did 
not agree with the position 
and remained concerned, 
he said, adding however 
that the Japanese side 
planned to boost trans- 
parency on security issues. 

“I, in particular, consider 
it important to establish a 
relationship of trust in 
security by expanding our 
dialogue," he said. 

He said a "good and sta- 
ble" triangular relationship 
between China, Japan and 
the United States is “indis- 
pensable.” 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama caused a 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Leading Hong Kong 
Democrat, Martin Lee is 
more optimistic about the 
territory's future under 
Chinese rule than he was 
when the territory was 
handed over by Britain 
just over two months ago, 
a report said Saturday. 

But Democratic Party 
Chairman Lee said he still 
holds grave concerns over 
political changes and 
restrictions of civil liber- 
ties. the South China 
Morning Post reported. 

Mr. Lee and other mem- 
bers of his party and allies 
dominated the elected 
Legislative Council 
which was scrapped when 
China resumed sovereign- 
ty over Hong Kong on 
July 1. That body was 
replaced by a Beijing- 
appointed legislature, 
though elections with li- 
mited franchise are sche- 
duled to be held next 
May. 

“To a small degree, I'm 
more optimistic" at this 
moment. “Mr. Lee was 
quoted as saying. 

“I had good reasons in 
the past to feel worried 
about the future." 

New laws introduced 
after the handover, when 
Tung Chee-Hwa was 
appointed Hong Kong’s 


furore just weeks before 
Mr. Hashimoto's visit here 
by admitting in a televised 
interview that a potential 
conflict between China and 
Taiwan was included in 
U.S.-Japanese security 
guidelines. 

Beijing, which considers 
Taiwan a renegade pro- 
vince, has condemned the 
existence of such plans as 
gross interference in its 
internal affairs. 

The Japanese, premier is 
here on a fourslay visit to 
celebrate the 25th anniver- 
sary of normalised Sino- 
Japanese diplomatic ties. 

According to analysts, 
Mr. Kajiyama’s public 
statement is the issue, not 
the fact that cross-strait 
conflict appears in Tokyo’s 
military contingency plans 
something Beijing secretly 
takes for granted. 

Asked if he would take 
precautions to prevent cab- 
inet members from disturb- 
ing Si no-Japanese relations 
with indiscreet comments 
in the future, Mr. Hashi- 
moto said Japanese offi- 
cials are obliged to “res- 
pond to any question" put 
to them formally and urged 
journalists to “moderate" 
their questions. 

The prime minister is 
expected later Saturday in 
the northeastern town of 
Shenyang, where he will 
visit the site of the 


first chief executive, res- 
trict the right to demon- 
strate and impose controls 
on political and other 
organisations, though no 
individuals or groups 
have yet faced sanctions 
under the legislation. 

“We had a tyrant created 
by China, having all the 
draconian powers he 
needed," Mr. Lee was 
quoted as saying in the 
report, which aid not indi- 
cate where he was speak- 
ing. 

“He has not used any 
yet. But there’s no guar- 
antee he’s not going to 
use it tomorrow. We can 
only say the dictator has 
been benign." 

Meanwhile, A mainland 
Chinese paramilitary offi- 
cer in full uniform illegal- 
ly crossed the Hong Kong 
border as a result of 
“emotional problems,” a 
government spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The unarmed People’s 
Armed Police officer 
crossed a bridge at the 
Lowu frontier checkpoint 
Friday afternoon and was 
immediately detained by 
local police, the spokes'- 
man added. 

He was returned to 
China about one hour 
later at his own request. 

4 We have learned that 


Manchurian incident of 
September 18, 1931, in 
which extremist elements 
of the Japanese army blew 
up a railway and blamed it 
on Chinese troops. 

The incident ignited a 
full-scale Japanese military 
offensive on China. 

Mr. Hashimoto said his 
decision to visit a museum 
which records the event 
demonstrates Tokyo’s re- 
cognition of the past 
“This is looking at histo- 
ry squarely" he said. 

Asked why nationalist 
politicians in Japan contin- 
ue to provoke China with 
unrepentant acts or state- 
ments on the war, he said: 
“There are many people 
saying different things ... 
they don’t follow the gov- 
ernment view or the major- 
ity of the Japanese people.” 
He said a statement of 
“deep remorse” made by 
then Premier Tomiichi 
Murayama in 1995 was 
Japan’s official view, ad- 
ding that he was involved 
in drafting the statement. 

Beijing has indicated it 
does not consider the state- 
ment an adequate apology. 

Mr. Hashimoto will be 
the first Japanese premier 
to visit China’s northeast, 
where Japan ruled through 
the puppet state of Man- 
chukuo from the 1930s to 
its 1945 defeat in World 
Warn. 


the officer seemed to be 
suffering ; from personal 
emotional problems," the 
spokesman said when 
asked why he had crossed 
the border. 

It is believed to be the 
first such illegal crossing 
since Hong Kong re- 
turned to Chinese rule on 
July 1. 

Hong Kong is now a 
semi-autonomous region 
of China but retains an 
independent police force 
and effectively the same 
border controls with the 
mainland as existed under 
British rule. 

James To. the Democ- 
ratic Party spokesman on 
security, called for a 
detailed account by the 
government on the case 
and said the incident 
raised serious questions 
about border security. 

“At least our system 
detected the happening of 
the event. I think the other 
side — Shenzhen side, 
should have at least 
reviewed the system to 
see why seemingly an 
officer not on duty can 
pass through their system 
and come to our side,” 
Mr. To said. 


Groups vow 
to topple 
Ethiopian 
government 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Ethiopian political and 
Islamic groups based in 
Somalia have founded an 
alliance aimed at over- 
throwing the government 
of Ethiopian Prime 
Master Meles Zenawj, 
saying it is an oligarchy of 
an “undemocratic minori- 
ty”. 

The new organisation — 
the Oromo, Somali and 
Afar Liberation Alliance 
(OSALA) — was formed 
in Mogadishu Friday and 
said it had established a 
military force to fight 
against current govern- 
ments in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 

“OSALA is a culmina- 
tion of many years of 
relentless struggle of few 
far-sighted Oromo. Somali 
and Afar individuals and 
groups," the alliance's 
Chairman Bushra Husssein 
told a news conference 
here. 

The group comprises the 
United Oromo People’s 
Liberation Front (UOPLF). 
Oromo Abbo Liberation 
Front (OALF), Somali 
People's Liberation Front 
(SPLF), Oromo People's 
Liberation Organisation 
(OPLO), Afar People's 
Liberation Army (APLA) 
and Islamic Union of 
Western Somalia (IUWS). 

It accused the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA) of backing “Al- 
bani an- style Communist" 
regimes in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea and said the govern- 
ments in the two countries 
had killed millions of peo- 
ple opposed to them. 

OSALA vowed to put an 
end to “centuries of Judeo- 
Christian ideological hege- 
mony" in Ethiopian and 
Eritrea and install govern- 
ments committed to the 
principles of self-determi- 
nation for all people. 

It said the Horn of Africa 
region was predominantly 
Muslim and should there- 
fore be governed according 
to Islamic tenets, although 
other religions would be 
tolerated and given official 
recognition. 

Ethiopia has in recent 
past accused Islamic 
groups based in neighbour- 
ing lawless Somalia of car- 
tying out raids inside 
Ethiopia and undermining 
stability in the eastern 
Ethiopia, inhabited mainly 
by ethnic Somalis. 

Heavily armed Ethiopian 
troops in August last year 
attacked the strongholds of 
the A1 Itihad A1 Islam, one 
of the groups accused by 
Ethiopia of carrying out 
terrorist raids inside Ethio- 
pia. in the Gedo region of 
southern Somalia. 


Leading H. Kong Democrat more 
optimistic about Chinese rule 
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Mir space station Commander Anatoly Solovyov cats through the insulation cover of 
the Spektr module with a special hammer-like instrument daring six hours work in 
outer space Saturday. Solovyov and NASA researcher Michael Foale went on a risky 
spacewalk trying to repair damage caused by a cargo tug that collided with the Mir 
station in June (Reuter photo) 


Mir crew fail to find puncture in 


Spektr module during spacewalk 


KOROLYOV (AFP) — 
Cosmonaut Anatoly Solov- 
yov and his NASA col- 
league Michael Foale re- 
turned to the Mir orbital sta- 
tion Saturday after failing to 
find any hole in the dam- 
aged Spektr module during 
a six-hour spacewalk. 

Mission control spokes- 
man Vsevolod Latyshev 
said Solovyov and Foale 
were instructed to stop 
exploring the hull of the 
stricken Spektr science 
module because “there is no 


more time. 

They reentered Mir at 
11:07 a.m. (0711 GMT), 
exactly six hours after 
entering the vacuum of 
space through a hatch in the 
Kvant-2 module, wearing 
cumbersome spacesuits. 

During their spacewalk, 
400 kilometres above Earth, 
they managed to reorient 
two of Spektr's four solar 
panels, in a bid to boost the 
11 -year-old space station's 
diminished power. 

They also checked the 
state of a third panel, dam- 
aged in the near-catastroph- 
ic June 25 collision with an 
incoming cargo craft, which 
depressurised the module. 

After the collision, the 
previous crew had to seal 
off Spektr from the rest of 
the craft, abandon numer- 
ous experiments and sever 
the module's power cables, 
which reduced Mir’s power 


supply by about 40 per 
cent. 

Solovyov found collision 
marks on Spektr’s thermal 
insulation panels Saturday 
and cut away sections of 
them, hoping to find a hole 
— believed to be no bigger 
than a postage stamp — 
which could have caused 
the depressurisation. 

The third crew member, 
cosmonaut Pavel Vinog- 
radov, remained inside the 
main section of Mir, in 
radio contact with his col- 
leagues and filming the 
spacewalk through a win- 
dow. 

Foale was also filming the 
damaged module and So- 
lovyov's work. 

Several more spacewalks 
will probably be needed to 
repair Spektr, so that it can 
be reopened for scientific 
experiments. The next 
spacewalk will take place 
on Sept 20, Mr. Latyshev 
said. 

Mr. Latyshev speculated 
that the depressurisation 
may have been caused not 
by a hole but by a loosening 
of the joint connecting the 
damaged solar panel with 
Spektr. 

Foale and Solovyov found 
a slight movement of the 
joint on one side during 
their spacewalk, he said. ~ 

During a difficult internal 
spacewalk on Aug 22. 
Vinogradov and Solovyov 


had also failed to find any 
evidence of a puncture in 
Spektr's hull. 

That spacewalk enabled 
them to reconnect Spektr's 
severed power cables and 
restore most of the power 
that had been lost after the 
collision. 

The collision was the 
most serious incident to 
befall the Mir craft which 
has been bedevilled by acci- 
dents and breakdowns in 
recent months, prompting 
U.S. officials to question its 
viability. 

Russian space officials 
hope that a successful repair 
job on Spektr will restore 
the battered prestige of their 
manned space programme, 
and enable Mir to remain in 
service until the first ele- 
ments of the Alpha interna- 
tional space station are 
orbiting in 1999. 

Mir. launched in 19S6, 
was originally designed to 
fly for only five years. 

In addition to the June 
collision — one of the worst 
ever accidents in space — 
the crews on board Mir have 
had to tackle repeated 
breakdowns in the oxygen 
generators, and in February 
a faulty oxygen canister 
caught fire, filling the craft 
with smoke. 

They have also had prob- 
lems with the navigational 
system and air conditioning 
on board the craft. 


Comoros troops, police battle residents 


MORONI (R) — Govern- 
ment troops and riot 
police battled hundreds of 
demonstrators in the 
Comoros capital Saturday 
as civil unrest spread in 
the Indian Ocean islands, 
fitnesses said. 

Police used tear gas and 
troops fired in the air in 
an effort to disperse the 
rioters, who were de- 
manding the resignation 
of President Mohammad 
Taki. 

They accuse him of fail- 
ing to crush a secessionist 
rebellion on Artjouan 
Island. 

The unrest appeared to 
be spreading across 
Moroni, a tiny city of 
35,000 people, and the 
army and police were 
sending in reinforcements 
to tackle the most serious 
domestic challenge to Mr. 
Taki’s rule. 

The witnesses said 

S youths fought 
to-hand battles with 
police and soldiers. They 
also threw stones, burnt 
tyres and set up barri- 
cades on the streets of 
Moroni. 

“Many are waving plac- 
ards denouncing Mr. Taki 


for his failure to deal with 
the Anjouan crisis. The 
clashes are still continu- 
ing,” said Reuters reporter 
Mohammad Kemardine. 

Friday Mr. Taki’s gov- 
ernment conceded it had 
failed to quash a rebellion 
on Anjouan Island and 
called on former colonial 
power France to inter- 
vene. But the French gov- 
ernment swiftly rebuffed 
the appeal, saying instead 
negotiations were the 
means to end what it 
described as an “internal 
problem.” 

The unrest broke out as 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) special 
envoy to Comoros, Pierre 
Yere, headed for Anjouan 
to try to negotiate a cease- 
fire between secessionists 
and government troops. 

Mr. Yere said Mr. Taki 
had agreed to withdraw 
his forces after they suf- 
fered a battlefield drub- 
bing at the hands of the 
secessionists. 

The government has 
blamed "white elements” 
using sophisticated mili- 
tary hardware for the stiff 
opposition It faced on 
Anjouan, in what ap- 


peared a reference to mer- 
cenaries. It cited as evi- 
dence of external aggres- 
sion a “foreign warship” 
moored off Anjouan, but 
gave no details. 

■i Legendary French mer- 
cenary Bob Denard was 
involved in several coups 
attempts in the Comoros, 
but there was no sugges- 
tion he was involved with 
either side in the current 
wrangle. 

Anjouan. the second of 
three islands in the Indian 
Ocean Federal Islamic 
Republic of the Comoros, 
declared its secession on 
Aug. 3 after months of 
protest and civil unrest. 
Moheli, the smallest 
island in the archipelago, 
followed suit. 

Secessionist leaders 
argue that independence 
from France in 1975 has 
brought only poverty and 
numerous coups and say 
they want a return to 
French rule or indepen- 
dence. 


Chinese 

dissident 

calls for 


political 

reform 


BEIJING (AFP) — Lin Mu, 
the. former secretary of late 
Chinese Communist Party 
Chief Hu Yaobang, has sent 
an open letter to the upcom- 
ing 15th party congress, 
urging political reforms and 
a reassessment of the 


Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre. 

In the letter, received here 
Saturday, Mr. Lin also de- 
manded the release of ah 
political prisoners, includ- 
ing Wei Jingsheng, and a 
strengthening of the rule of 
Law. “These are ideas that I 
have wanted to voice for a 
long time,” Mr. Lin mid 
AFP by telephone from his 
home in the northern city of 
Xian. 

“Now with the 15 th party 
congress, which is so im- 
portant for the government 
and the Chinese people, the 
time seems ripe," he added. 

The congress opens on 
Sept. 12. 

In his letter, Mr. Lin ar- 
gued political reform in the 
form of multi-party democ- 
racy was a pre-condition for 
social stability and econom- 
ic development. “Without 
political reform, China is 
like a table where one leg is 
shorter than the other three," 
he said, calling for equal 
power sharing bet- ween 
central and local au-thori- 
ties. and the removal of the 
army from party control. 

Urging .the government to 
address those issues of 
greatest concern to the Chi- 
nese people. Mr. Lin’s letter 
demanded a reassessment 
of the 1989 pro-democracy 
movement and its bloody 
repression by troops on 
June 4 of the same year. 
“The authorities should dis- 
criminate between justice 
and injustice, release those 
in prison and compensate 
the families of those who 
died on June 4," he said. 

Mr. Lin. 70. first ran foul 
of the Chinese authorities in 
1995. when he was picked 
up several times by police in 
Xian for co-authoring peti- 
tions demanding the release 
of political prisoners. In the 
1960s, Mr. Lin acted as sec- 
retary to Yaobang. who was 
party chief of Shaanxi 
province at the time. 

Hu became secretary gen- 
eral of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party in 1982, but was 
dismissed five years later 
for being soft on pro-de- 
mocracy demonstrators. His 
death in 1989 sparked the 
ill-fated pro-democracy 
movement centred in Tia- 


nanmen square. 

In his letter to the con- 
gress, Mr. Lin warned of the 
"very serious" social threats 
currently facing China — 
notably corruption, widen- 
ing income disparities, 
unemployment and a lack 
of social welfare. 

“In order to surmount 
these obstacles, the only 
way is to apply democratic 
principles and to govern by 
law not force,” Mr. Lin said. 
He also called for a purge of 
corrupt judicial officials, 
warning that their abuse of 
power severely hampered 
the country’s development 

In order to encourage the 
process of political reform, 
Mr. Lin argued for revisions 
to the constitution, suppms- 
sing all articles that opposed 
free speech and promoted 
media censorship. 

Concerns about un employ- 
mem and welfare have been 
growing in intensity as the 
central government accele- 
rates reforms of its lumber- 
ing state sector, forcing cost- 
cutting and bankruptcy 
more and more of the most 
loss-making enterprises. 

As China has yet to deveF 
op a modem sorial sectff 11 )' 
mechanism, no real safety 
net exists for 
numbers of laid-off 
— inflating urban 
ment and the possibility l° r 
unrest ■ 

Under the socialist 
nomic system that pm 
until market reforms 
in the early 1980s, 
enjoyed the right to 
ment and complete 9 
to-grave welfare 
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Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic waves to supporters during rally in central Bosnian town of Sipovo. Ms. 
Plavsic called on all Bosnian Serbs to vote in upcoming municipal elections in Bosnian Serb Republic (Reuter 
photo) 


Land, sea battle shatters U.N. 
initiated polio truce in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Hea- 
vy fighting erupted between 
Sri Lankan troops and Ta- 
mil Tiger rebels on land and 
Sea Saturday, despite a tem- 
porary truce brokered by a 
United Nations agency to 
carry out an immunisation 
programme, officials said. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) ambushed a group 
of soldiers in the eastern 
district of Polonnaruwa Sa- 
turday morning and killed 
three soldiers, "the Defence 
Ministry said in a statement. 

It said two soldiers were 
seriously wounded in the 
confrontation. There were 
no immediate repons of 
rebel casualties. 

Hours earlier, navy gun 
boaLs and a flo tilla of boats 
of the LTTE clashed off 
Chalai, in the north-east of 
the country, leaving se\eral 
rebels killed or wounded, 
official sources said. 

They said three boats of 
the Tigers were sunk by the 
Israeli-built Dvora gun 
boats which also suffered 
damage during the intense 
pre-dawn battle. 

"At least one boat that was 
sunk carried Tiger suicide 
cadres." ’ an o fficial said. 

The LTTE has successful- 
l\ used its elite suicide figh- 


ters known as Black Tigers 
to ram explosives packed 
boats and trucks against 
navy craft and other mili- 
tary facilities in the past. 

The United Nations 
Children’s Fund. UNICEF, 
had annou nced earlier that 
both the LTTE and Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga's government agreed to 
observe Friday and Satur- 
day as “davs of tranquilli- 
ty" 

The truce was aimed at 
carrying out a nation-wide 
polio immunisation cam- 
paign that will also cover 
children in area’s of the 
island’s embattled north and 
the east. 

Jt was not immediately 
clear if the latest fighting 
would affect the immunisa- 
tion programme. The truce, 
however, held on the first 
day Friday, officials said. 

There had been similar 
ceasefire periods in 1995 as 
well as last year. Both par- 
ties have agreed not to carry 
out military operations on 
October 1 0 and 1 1 too to 
allow the second round of 
the im munis ation. 

The LTTE in a statement 
from its London office 
Friday said diarrhoea was 
spreading fast in the coastal 
area of Mullaitivu under 


their control but the govern- 
ment was keeping up a ban 
on medicines to the region. 

“The government's block- 
ade is meant to engender 
war-weariness in the Tamil 
population hoping to break 
their will to resist military 
occupation." the statement 
said. 

The Sri Lankan navy has 
stepped up its patrols in the 
north-east of the country fol- 
lowing two attacks against 
merchant shipping by the 
rebels and threats to target 
more ships in the region. 

The Tigers hijacked a 
North Korean cargo vessel 
after killing a crew" member 
on July 8 and destroyed a 
500-searer ferry a w eek ear- 
lier. 

The remaining North 
Korean crew of 37 were 
freed and later their ship 
was also returned but the 
Tigers still hold seven sea- 
men from the ferry. 

Tiger guerrillas are lead- 
ing a drawn out campaign 
for independence in the 
island's northern and east- 
ern regions where the two 
million Tamil minority is 
concentrated. 

More than 50.000 people 
have been killed in bitter 
fighting in the past 25 years. 


Indonesia’s ruling party tips 
chairman as house speaker 


JAKARTA (.AFP) — 
Indonesia's ruling Golkar 
party has named Its chair- 
man. Harmoko. as a candi- 
date for house speaker for 
the 1997-2002 term, a 
report said here Saturday. 

"As winner of the gener- 
al election, with the sup- 
port of the majority of the 
people, of course we 
would like the house 
speaker to be from Golkar, 
that is. Mr. Harmoko,” said 
top pans official. Ab-dul 
Ghafur. 

However Mr. Ghafur was 
queued by the Kompas 
daily as saying that Golkar 
would only officially nom- 
inate Mr. Harmoko alter 
the new parliamentary 
members for the 1 997- 
2002 term are swum in on 


October l. 

Besides being the chair- 
man of President Suharto’s 
Golkar party. Mr. Harmo- 
ko was previously the 
country’s information mi- 
nister. 

However in a surprise 
move. Mr. Harmoko was 
replaced by Army Chief 
General R alien Hartono in 
June, shortly after the May 
29 general elections in 
which Golkar swept over 
75 per cent of the voles. 

Mr. Harmoko was ap- 
pointed state minister for 
special assignments, 

which mainly involves 
preparing new parliamen- 
tarians lor their positions. 
Analy sts have predicted 
that the reshuffle was done 
to prepare Mr. Harmoko to 


be speaker. 

Under Mr. Harmoko as 
information minister, the 
authorities banned two 
leading newspapers. Sinar 
Harapan and Prioritas, and 
three leading weeklies — 
Tempo, Editor and DeTik. 
The bannings received 
intense domestic and inter- 
national criticism. 

If he becomes house 
speaker. Mr. Harmoko 
would be the first civilian 
to attain the post since Mr. 
Suharto’s New Order gov- 
ernment came to power in 
the late 1960s. Previous 
house speakers, including 
current speaker Gen. Wa- 
hono were retired armed 
forces generals. 


Songs and 
dances kick 
off Moscow 
anniversary 
bash 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Tra- 
ditional Russian songs and. 
dances by artists dressed in 
bright red costumes kicked 
off the celebrations late 
Friday to mark Moscow’s 
850th anniversary. 

Speaking at opening cer- 
emonies by the statue of 
the city's legendary foun- 
der. Yuri Doigoruki, Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
said that in spite of its 
“respectable age” Mos- 
cow- was still looking good, 
and becoming more beau- 
tiful each year. 

Earlier in the day aircraft 
seeding the unseasonable 
clouds over the city with 
silver iodide in a bid to 
keep the rain off the week- 
end of celebrations. 

A gala concert was 
staged late Friday evening 
in Red Square, though star 
international tenor Luciano 
Pavarotti, who had been 
scheduled to perform, can- 
celled at Lhe last minute. 

On the agenda for Satur- 
day were a parade headed 
by Moscow’s energetic 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov and a 
spectacular laser show by 
French composer Jean- 
Michel Jarre. 

The celebrations will wind 
up Sunday in the enormous 
Luzhniki Stadium, covered 
with a new roof, where 
50,000 people will watch a 
show by 2.500 artists. 

In the streets Muscovites 
and visitors from outside 
can enjoy free concerts and 
spectacles, join parades 
and taste culinary delights 
prepared by chefs from all 
over the country. 

Hundreds of buildings 
have been repainted, streets 
resurfaced and bedecked 
with flags, and buildings 
inaugurated, including a 
new pedestrian bridge 
across the Moscow River, 
the Luzhniki Stadium, a 
huge underground shop- 
ping mall near the Kremlin 
and the Christ the Saviour 
Cathedral, pulled dou-n by 
Soviet dictator Josef S talin 
and recently rebuilt. 


Bosnian Serb parliament to decide 
Wednesday on holding elections 


PALE (AFP) — The Bos- 
nian Serb Parliament is ro 
meet next Wednesday to 
decide whether to hold mu- 
nicipal elections as sched- 
uled on Sept. 13 and 14, 
Bosnian Serb Vice-Presi- 
dent Aleksa Buba said. 

Bosnian Serb hardliners 
Friday demanded that the 
crucial elections be post- 
poned to the end of the 
month, but the United States 
insisted the vote would go 
ahead with or without the 
Serbs. 

“The last word on whether 
municipal elections will be 
held or not will be given by 
our parliament, probably 
during its meeting on SepL 
10,” Mr. Buba said. 

He was speaking after talks 
with the head of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
mission in Bosnia. Robert 
Frowick. 

Mr. Buha said the parlia- 
ment’s decision depended on 
the updating of electoral 
lists. There would be further 
talks with Mr. Frowick 
Monday and Tuesday, and 
“positive results" would 
facilitate a parliamentary 
agreement, he added. 

Mr. Frowick meanwhile 


insisted the polls would be 
held as scheduled. “We made 
some very considerable 
progress today and for our 
part we expect to be able to 
resolve remaining questions 
over the next few days,” he 
said. 

Top Serb hardliner Mom- 
cilo Krajisnik earlier told 
U.S. Ambassador Richard 
Kauslarich that the voter lists 
were rigged and de-manded 
time for a “reas-sessment of 
the electoral lists and rules of 
the vote,” the Serb news 
agency (SRNA) repotted. 

The Serb demand, the lat- 
est in a stridg of calls fired 
out by the hardliners op- 
posed to the Bosnian peace 
process, puts the Serbs in 
direct opposition to Wa- 
shington, which said Friday 
the elections must proceed as 
planned. 

“If they (the Bosnian 
Serbs) do not want to partic- 
ipate, the elections will go 
ahead without them," Ro- 
bert Gelbard, the U.S. en- 
voy to Bosnia, told journal- 
ists at a breakfast in Brus- 
sels. 

The warning came as 
NATO ambassadors met 
with the allian ce’s Supreme 
Commander in Europe, 


Wesley Clark, to discuss 
security for the elections, 
whose success is seen as cru- 
cial to the prospects of estab- 
lishing a long-term peace. 

The U.S. stance was 
backed up by a firm state- 
ment from the International , 
Contact Group on Bosnia. 

“Municipal elections ... 
will proceed as scheduled, 
on Sept. . 13 and 14” the 
Contact Group insisted in a 
statement 

Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and the U.S. also 
warned that any attacks on 
international personnel in 
Bosnia would be greeted 
with force and that inflam- 
matory broadcasts by the : 
Bosnian Serb media would , 
not be tolerated by the 1 
NATO-led Stabilisation 1 
Force (SFOR). 

The polls, which were first 
supposed to take place last 
year and have already been 
delayed three times, are to 
elect municipal councils 
across the whole of Bosnia. 

A bitter power struggle is 
underway within the 
Bosnian Serb leadership 
with the now pro-Western 
Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic on one side and her 
former ally and predecessor 


Radovan Karadzic on the 
other. 

The Karadzic camp fears 
the local polls, in which 
Muslims and Croats “ethni- 
cally cleansed” during the 
war are to participate, could 
lead to the Serbs losing areas 
under their control. 

Mr. Krajisnik said Friday 
there were “numerous irreg- 
ularities" in the compilation 
of the voter lists. 

“In certain communes, the 
number of Muslims is higher 
than the number of Muslims 
who lived there before the 
war,” he said. 

“For unknown reasons, a 
great number of Serbs have 
been wiped off the electoral 
lists, as have lots of candi- 
dates of the Serb Democ- 
ratic Party ” — the hardline 
ruling Serb party Mr. 
Krajisnik belongs to. 

Earlier in Banja Luka, Ms. 
Plavsic’s stronghold, Mr. 
Frowick told reporters that 
“administratively everything 
is prepared for the municipal 
elections.” 

“I believe these elections 
will take place everywhere in 
the country, in all parts of RS 
(the Serb-run part of 
Bosnia),” he added. 


Raul Castro vows to arrest blast perpetrators 


CENFUEGOS (AFP) — 
Raul Castro, brother and de- 
signated successor of Pre- 
sident Fidel Castro, vowed 
Friday that the people who 
authored a series of blasts in 
Havana will be arrested. 

The blasts, which killed a 
3 2-y ear-old Italian tourist 
Thursday, “are raising the ire 
of all the people." Mr. 
Castro, who is head of the 
country’s armed forces, said 
in this central Cuban city. 

“I take full responsibility 
in assuring you that our inte- 
rior ‘cninister can firSd a nee- 
dle in a haystack," 'said Mr. 
Castro, who attended mili- 
tary ceremonies here mark- 
ing the 40th anniversary of 
the fall of Cuban dictator, 
Fulsencio Batista. 


An explosion rocked 
Havana's best known bar late 
Thursday, a former haunt of 
Ernest Hemingway popular 
with tourists. Ear-lier in the 
day. blasts at three ocean- 
front hotels in Hava-na's 
posh Miramar district killed 
Fabio Di Celmo, a Genoa- 
bom Italian national living in 
Montreal, Canada. 

Di Celmo was the first 
fatality in a wave of bomb 
attacks on tourist hotels ap- 
parently aimed at undermin- 
ing the vital tonrist trade. 

Foreign Minister Roberto 
Robaina said meanwhile that 
the United States must act to 
stem the wave of attacks, 
which has included seven 
bombings in less than two 
months. 


Mr. Robaina said Cuban 
authorities had evidence thar 
the blasts, which he called 
“terrorist" attacks, were 
“organised, supplied and 
directed from U.S. territory," 
and were pan of the U.S. 
goal of strangling the Cuban 
economy. 

Although U.S. officials 
have denied any knowledge 
or involvement in the vio- 
lence and have condemned 
the attacks, Mr. Robaina said 
that was not enough. 

“It is there (in the United 
States) where these crimes 
are being concocted, and 
they must be attacked there 
with concrete actions,” Mr. 
Robaina told journalists. 

The Mexican government 
Friday condemned “most 


energetically" the attacks on 
■tourist sites in Cuba, the 
Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement issued in Mexico 
City. 

Mexico “profoundly reg- 
rets the injuries inflicted on 
innocent people and, above 
all, the irretrievable loss of 
life of the Italian Fabio Di 
Celmo,” the statement said. 

The statement said the 
Mexican government “re- 
jects terrorism regardless of 
the reasons used to justify 
it." Mexico also expressed 
“solidarity with the Cuban 
people and government” as 
well as “anger over the 
injuries created by the vio- 
lence against our sister 
nation." 


Unknown group claims deadly Philippine blasts 


MANILA (AFP) — A previ- 
ously unknown group 
claimed responsibility Sa- 
turday for two grenade blasts 
in the Philippines in which 
seven people were killed and 
dozens injured, a radio report 
said. 

The group, which identi- 
fied itself as the Filipino 
Soldiers for the Nation, said 
they supported changes to 
the constitution which would 
allow’ President Fidel Ramos 
to serve a second term, in a 
statement to the private radio 
station DZBB. 

Seven people were killed 
in the two explosions which 
occured within minutes of 
each other Wednesday. Three 
bystanders were killed in one 
blast at a crowded Manila 
street and four died in an 
explosion inside a bus north 
of the capital, police said. 


The proposed rewrite of 
the constitution is widely 
seen as being aimed at let- 
ting Mr. Ramos serve a sec- 
ond term beyond his one per- 
mitted six-year stint, which 
ends on June 30 next year. 

“The two explosions 
Wednesday ... are just the 
beginning of a series of mili- 
tary actions by the Filipino 
Soldiers for the Country ,” the 
group said in the statement 
written in the Tagalog 
national language. 

“Now, the progress and 
peace being experienced by 
the country under the leader- 
ship of President Fidel 
Ramos is being destroyed by 
some people who are not in 
favour of real change,” said 
the statement. 

“We want to tell the people 
that the issue of constitution- 
al change is very important 


in order to maintain and con- 
tinue the economic reform 
programmes of President 
Ramos,” the group said. 

The group also apologised 
to the victims of die explo- 
sions. The statement was 
dated SepL 6 and signed by a 
certain Captain Jose Sal- 
vation. 

Military officials denied 
any knowledge of the state- 
ment Presidential palace 
officials could not be imme- 
diately reached for com- 
ment 

Mr. Ramos Friday strongly 
denied he was leading the 
country toward a dictator- 
ship, reminiscent of the 20- 
year regime of his late dis- 
tant cousin, Ferdinand Mar- 
cos. 

He was reacting to news 
reports the blasts could have 
been planned to create chaos 


and justify the declaration of 
martial law. A series of mys- 
terious blasts rocked the 
country before Marcos 
declared martial law in 1972. 

“I am not the dicator type ” 
Mr. Ramos told business 
leaders Friday, citing his role 
in the restoration of democ- 
racy when he helped lead the 
1986 popular uprising that 
toppled Marcos. 

Police said they were still 
investigating a motive for the 
explosions. News re-pons 
Saturday said justice depart- 
ment agents had found two 
rifle grenades at a garbage 
dump in Manila Friday. 

Former President Corazon 
Aquino and Manila Archbi- 
shop Cardinal Jaime Sin 
have called on Filipinos to 
join a rally on Sept 23 to 
oppose moves to amend the 
national charter. 


Bomb explodes at Tajikistan reconciliation talks site 


DUSHANBE (AFP) — A 
bomb exploded late Friday in 
a Dushanbe hotel where a 
national reconciliation com- 
mission to bring peace to 
Tajikistan is scheduled to 
start meeting Monday. 

The blast caused material 
damage to the first floor of 
the building but no casualties. 


the Interior Ministry said. 

The commission made up 
of government and opposi- 
tion members has to super- 
vise the application of the 
June 27 peace accord signed 
in Moscow which ended five 
years of Tajik civil war. 

It will establish a joint elec- 
toral commission to prepare 


for free and democratic par- 
liamentary elections set for 
1998. 

Earlier Friday, a unit of 
206 opposition Islamic fight- 
ers arrived in Dushanbe to 
help protea die National 
Reconciliation Commission. 

An Interior Ministry 
spokesman said the bomb 


had probably been planted by 
a “third force” opposed to 
peace in Tajikistan. 

The former Central Asian 
Soviet Republic has been 
shaken by fighting between 
rival colonels in government 
positions, putting into ques- 
tion the resilience of the 
peace accord 


Kabul faces bleak options for future 


KABUL (Rj — For the 
long-suffering citizens of 
Kabul daily life N a struggle 
— much of the cif> is in 
ruins and the occupy ins Ta- 
lctun forces are seeking to 
impose a punst vision of Is- 
lam. 

But despite their hard- 
ships. Kabulis have no 
strong w i>h to see a ' ictory 
of the opposition, whose 
gun< are now less than 20 
kilometres from she city. 

The recapture of Kabul by 
opposition commander. Ah- 
mad Shah Masood would 
not be a reassuring prospect 
for many people despite the 
relative Liberalism he 

promises. 

Mr. Masood was the mili- 


tary power behind the oust- 
ed ’government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

"Under Mr. Musoud it 
was terrible in Kabul. His 
commanders were corrupt 
and made looting a wav of 
life. The city was under con- 
stant bombardment and was 
blockaded for almost four 
years. Ail the destruction 
you see happened when 
MasooJ was in power.” says 
one Afghan. 

There is a deep ambiva- 
lence as to whether the 
opposition would make bet- 
ter masters than the Taleban. 
even though the Islamic 
purists have a stem creed. 

The Tuleban. who look 
Kabul almost a v-ar ago. 


have banned women from 
the work - place and forced 
them to wear the all- 
enveloping hurqa veil — a 
shroud-like garment with a 
small hexagonal patch of 
gauze to see out of — in 
public, and ordered men to 
grow beards. 

The city was an island of 
relative modernity in a 
country that often feels as 
though it is mired in the 
middle ages, and its rela- 
tively cosmopolitan popula- 
tion fear they are being 
dragged back from the brink 
of the tw entieth century . 

These people have no idea 
of lhe world, they are trying 
to force Kabul to conform to 
the social values of a rural 


southern village.” says an 
Afghan, who did not want 
his name used. Criticism of 
the Taleban leaves one open 
to accusations of being a 
bad Muslim. 

“In the three years since 
they first became a force in 
Afghanistan, they have not 
learnt how to govern. There 
is no structure and they 
defer all questions of policy, 
saying they will be 
addressed when the emer- 
gency is over,” he say s. 

But he says the taleban 
may be the lesser of two 
evils and deserve credit for 
bringing a measure of 
much-needed security, par- 
ticularly in the rural areas. 
Before the arrival of the 


Taleban, the south of the 
country was carved up into 
fiefdoms of petty warlords 
who were in a perpetual 
state of low-intensity hostil- 
ities. 

The roads had become all 
but impassable for all but 
the very poor, w r ho had 
nothing to lose, and those 
rich enough to bribe their 
way through the numerous 
checkpoints. 

“They cleared the roads 
and disarmed the warlords. I 
don’t think any other faction 
would have been able to do 
that” he says. 

“At least with the Taleban 
life is more predictable. 
There is less corruption and 
they have not looted us” 


says the Kabuli. 

Under Mr. Masood, Kabul 
was blockaded and food 
prices soared. 

“If Mr. Masood conies 
back, the Taleban will 
blockade the city again. 
People can only just afford 
to feed themselves as it is, if 
prices get any higher they 
will starve," he says. 

Women have been particu- 
larly hard hit under the 
Taleban. They are banned 
from working except in ihe 
medical sector. Girls' 
schools have been closed, 
and the Taleban have shown 
little inclination to reopen 
them despite offers from 
international aid organisa- 
tions to fund segregated 


education. 

Kabul's huge population 
of widows has suffered dis- 
proportionately. In a July 
ordinance, the Taleban 
banned women from receiv- 
ing aid directly, saying that 
it had to be channelled 
through their male relatives. 

At least one aid agency 
has dosed down its opera- 
tions in protest at the decree. 

For most of die city’s resi- 
dents, the most pressing 
problem is the state of the 
economy. 

“I have no job and there 
are no jobs to be found. No 
one has any money” says 
Abdul Hamid. 

Kabul’s heavy industrial 
base has been destroyed. In 


the past years the govern- 
ment has provided most of 
the employment, but the 
Taleban have been unable to 
pay its dvil servants. 

The United Nations esti- 
mate that almost half of the 
population of Kabul receive 
some son of assistance from 
the international communi- 

ty- 

A recent survey showed 
that over half of the dry’s 
residents had been forced to 
sell some of their belong- 
ings to survive. 

There is little sign that 
either the Taleban or the 
opposition will be able to 
improve the lives of people 
in Kabul any time soon. 
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Cause lives on 

WITH THE death of Mother Theresa, so 
soon after the tragic death of Princess Diana 
last Sunday, the world has lost two major pil- 
lars of humanitarian work across the globe. 
As the late Princess of Wales who was laid to 
rest yesterday, after a week of unprecedent- 
ed outpouring of sorrow from all the four 
corners of the world, the passing away of 
Mother Theresa has also touched the hearts 
and minds of so many people, both rich and 
poor, sick or in good health. 

It was no accident that the efforts of the 
“Saint of the Gutters,” as she became to be 
known, were recognised as legendary in the 
quest to alleviate the suffering of the poor 
and the sick. Starting in the streets of 
Calcutta, where she founded the Missionary 
of Charity, and spreading to other parts of 
the developing countries, where the outcry of 
the homeless and the needy remained unan- 
swered by the international community, she 
created an “empire of love” consisting of 
4,400 sisters and brothers who shunned 
worldly goals in order to come to the rescue 
of the least privileged human beings. 

Not surprisingly, Mother Theresa won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 in recognition of 
her dedication and determination to seek out 
the needy regardless of race, colour or ethnic 
origin offering them love, affection and assis- 
tance where and when it counted most. 
Coming from a woman who was once 
described by the Calcutta Archbishop 
Monsignor Ferdinand Periers as a “novice 
who would not even know how to light a can- 
dle,” Mother Theresa’s half a century of 
humanitarian work in the most direct and 
simple manner impressed statesmen, clergy- 
men and social workers alike and touched 
the hearts of human beings everywhere. 

In retrospect. Mother Theresa's humanitar- 
ian projects, as indeed the efforts of Princess 
Diana, were inspired by the urgent need to fill 
a vacuum that no international organisation 
or institution has been able to fill until now. 
Despite the proliferating international bodies 
created to deal with poverty, deprivation and 
sickness, there remains much room for addi- 
tional work to be done. Reaching out to the 
underprivileged, wherever they exist, Mother 
Theresa's mission will always be remembered 
by all peoples as a vivid testimony of her abil- 
ity to stir humanism in the hearts and minds 
of so many others. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yawm Saturday criti- 
cised Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
for accusing Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat of fail- 
ing to control the Palestinian extremist elements who 
the Israeli premier accuses of being responsible for 
the explosions in Jerusalem. Saleh Qallab said that 
the series of suicide attacks that happened in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and other parts of Israel are to be 
blamed squarely on the Israeli military which failed 
in its duty to prevent such attacks. All these areas are 
under the control of the Israeli government and the 
Israeli military and not under Mr. Arafat and the 
Palestinian National Authority, noted the writer. He 
said that such attacks occur all the time in Algeria, 
Egypt and even in Britain and are considered normal 
reactions to certain political or military situations. 
The writer said that if the Israeli armed forces and 
Israel s formidable military power seem unable to 
prevent such attacks, they might entrust Mr. Arafat 
and his men with the task of controlling the security 
situation in western Jerusalem to guarantee peace for 
the Israeli society. He said that the attacks came as a 
natural consequence of the continued occupation and 
acts of repression and can by no means end unless 
Israel recognises the Palestinian people’s rights in 
their own homeland. 

A WRITER for AI Dus tour urged the groups intend- 
ing to boycott the elections to reconsider their posi- 
tions because, he said,’ boycotting them can only 
cause harm to themselves and the parliamentary life 
in Jordan. Oreib Rintawi said that groups and politi- 
cal parties who tend to distance themselves from the 
parliamentary arena are bound to gradually lose con- 
tact with the public and their influence will be cor- 
roded with the lapse of time. The writer said that if 
the elections take place on schedule, a new parlia- 
ment void of opposition will be elected; he also 
noted that some of the pro-boycott groups might 
individually choose to vote, thus breaking the boy- 
cott and rendering it meaningless. At the same time, 
the writer warned, these groups can by no means 
instigate people to not vote in the elections because 
they are liable to be prosecuted, in accordance with 
the Jordanian laws. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By Dr. Fahed Fanek 

Privatisation has virtues but it is not pressing 


THE DECISION to go ahead with privatisation in Jordan 
has been taken at the highest political level; the govern- 
ment took tangible steps in that direction. A full-fledged 
privatisation unit was established at the Prime Ministry, 
and some government share holdings in hotels have actu- 
ally been sold to private investors. However, no one can 
deny the fact that the privatisation process is going very 
slow. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) admitted that 
the implementation of economic reform was in most cases 
ahead of the plan, and that most of the actual achievements 
exceeded the targets. Why then is the privatisation process, 
in particular, going so slow? 

The answer to this question is that the actual state of 
affairs in Jordan does not give privatisation any sort of pri- 
ority or urgency, as I shall demonstrate below. 

Contrary to the conventional wisdom, the size of the 
Jordanian public-sector enterprises, engaged in producing 
commodities and services to be sold in the market, is 
rather small. Even the World Bank, in its report on privati- 
sation in Jordan (1995), admitted that there is no problem 
or crisis that may render remedy through privatisation an 


urgent matter. 

World Bank reports state that public sector enterprises in 
Third World countries contribute around 11 per cent of 
those countries’ gross domestic product (GDP). This rate 
is an indicator of the size of the public sector that should 
be subjected to privatisation. It rises to 14 per cent in the 
extremely poor and underdeveloped countries, while it 
drops in the industrialised countries from nine to seven per 
cent, thanks to the privatisation trend. 

Now, if it is true that the enterprises of the Jordanian 
public sector make no more than six per cent of the coun- 
try’s GDP, as the World Bank specific report on Jordan 
claims, then one can conclude that the existing privatisa- 
tion level in Jordan is far ahead the level prevailing in both 
developing and developed countries. Then if things are so, 
why huny? 

Make no mistake, I am convinced of the virtues of pri- 
vatisation from an efficiency point of view. I do not deny 
that private enterprises are, in general, superior to public 
sector enterprises in their management, quality of product, 
pricing and marketing. It is definitely advantageous to the 
Jordanian economy to go ahead with the privatisation pro- 
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gramme, but one should realise at the same time that, when 
it comes to the Kindom, the problem which privatisation is 
meant to solve are indeed minor or very small. 

On the other hand, most of the Jordanian companies and 
corporations targeted for privatisation are known to be effi. 
cient and run satisfactorily, including enterprises produc- 
ing cement, phosphate, potash, fertilisers and electricity. 

Based on these facts, the gains expected to result from 
the privatisation process in Jordan will be minimal. There 
are, however, administrative short-comings and financial 
problems in certain sectors, such as water distribution and 
land transportation, and technical challenges in the com- 
munications sector, which deserve some priority in partial 
or total privatisation or in attracting a strategic partner in 
the case of die Telecommunication Company (TCC). 

In any case, we should not deal with privatisation from 
an ideological viewpoint, and thus see in it either absolute 
good or absolute evU. Each case should be evaluated on its 
own merits. We can take our time to avoid mistakes; after 
all, privatisation in Jordan is not an urgent matter and has 
no priority on the agenda of economic reform. 


Privatisation — the name of the game for economy to prosper 


By Adel Qudah 

THE WORD “privatisation’’ 
appeared in the dictionary 
for the first time in 1983 and 
was defined as “transferring 
governmental works and 
projects to private owner- 
ship.” 

The word began to gain a 
broader meaning as differ- 
ent needs and demands of 
the society bad to be 
approached in new ways 
and the role of the govern- 
ment had to be reconsid- 
ered. That meant that 
greater responsibility would 
be shouldered by the private 
sector and the role of gov- 
ernment would be min- 
imised; it also meant that 
the private sector’s assets in 
dot national economy would 
increase. 

Privatisation implies a 
series of economic reforms, 
such as intensifying the role 
of market economy and 
activating national manage- 
ment competition, in addi- 
tion to redrawing financial 


policies and resetting laws 
and rales in order to achieve 
transparency and fairness. 

Consecutive Jordanian 
governments have observed 
die principle of free econo- 
my, that depends on individ- 
ual initiative and adaptation 
to offer and demand mecha- 
nisms. 

At the same time, the pub- 
lic sector had a vital role in 
drawing economic policies 
that beheld national inter- 
ests. With time, the public 
sector’s role grew to include 
establishing infrastructure 
projects and cooperating 
with the private sector in big 
production projects, such as 
phosphate, cement and 
potash minin g projects that 
the latter would have been 
unable to handle alone. 

The privatisation policy 
started in the first quarter of 
1985. after a Royal Decree 
calling on encouraging the 
private sector to take a lead- 
ing r^je in the development 
of several sectors, including 
health and education. 


The process came as part 
of a complete economic 
package adopted by the 
government in the 1990s 
and was imposed by the 
economic situation and the 
international developments 
affecting the country. 

Privatisation came after 
several studies and surveys 
were conducted showing 
that a great degree of 
incompetence was prevail- 
ing in the public sector even 
though some of the public 
companies were monopo- 
lies that demanded high 
prices for their products and 
enjoyed the advantage of 
being allowed to obtain 
loans and government guar- 
antees easily. 

The private sector compa- 
nies seem to obtain better 
revenues and provide better 
working opportunities for 
each invested dinar. This 
shows practical and man- 
agerial competence that is 
absent in public sector 
enterprises. 

Some public sector com- 


panies have faced losses 
year after year, yet survived 
with the help of the trea- 
sury; examples are Ma'in 
Spa, Royal Jordanian, 
Aqaba Railroad, JCrbid’s 
electricity company, public 
transportation companies, 
the Sawt Al Shaab newspa- 
per, glass factories and TV 
productions. 

At times the losses are not 
declared, under social and 
political pretexts that have 
cost the treasury and public 
great losses. Therefore, it is 
clear that in order to protect 
public and commercial 
interests there is need for 
privatisation, especially 
since it makes no political 
or economic sense to allow 
a project or a company that 
has lost its capital and bor- 
rowed heavily — instead of 
bringing profits and provid- 
ing the public with good 
quality products that could 
also be exported — to con- 
tinue functioning. 

The government has the 
duty to provide' the, appro- 


‘So far, the familiar paradigms of the 
Israeli-Syrian relationship are still in place’ 


By Itamar Rabinovich 

The writer is the Ettinger 
Professor of Contemporary 
Middle Eastern History at 
Tel Aviv University. He was 
Israel’s ambassador to 
Washington and chief nego- 
tiator with Syria. The arti- 
cle below is reprinted from 
The Jerusalem Post. 

THE ISRAELI-Syrian 
negotiating track has been 
idle for a year and a half 
now. Several attempts to 
devise a formula for renew- 
ing the negotiations failed 
to bridge the gap between 
the positions of Assad's 
regime and Netanyahu's 
government But failure to 
negotiate has not meant lack 
of engagement By giving 
Hizbollah the green light in 
Lebanon and by exercising 
diplomatic pressure in the 
regional and diplomatic are- 
nas, Syria has been telling 
Israel that it will not comply 
with a permanent stalemate. 

The past two weeks have 
seen a particularly intense 
spate of Syrian activity: A 
delegation of Israeli Arab 
politicians and public fig- 
ures was invited to 
Damascus; a significant 
address by President Hafez 
Assad to that group; an 
interesting interview by 
Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustafa Talas; and an 
unusual commentary on 
Radio Damascus during the 
past week. (The publication 
in Israel of transcripts of the 
late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's discussions of the 
withdrawal issue in 1994 
has fanned discussion and 
debate in Israel but is unre- 
lated to the spate of Syrian 
activities). 

Damascus is clearly con- 
founded by the statements 
and activities of 
Netanyahu's government 
with regard to Syria. When 
Assad spoke to the visiting 
delegation of Israeli Arabs, 
he told its members that 
“Netanyahu has thus far 
made strange statements. 
He proposed exchanging 
peace for peace and later he 
proposed exchanging peace 
for security. Afterwards he 


announced that he is for 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 
338 according to his own 
interpretation of them." 

The Syrian president was 
referring to the messages 
that several intermediaries 
— American and European 
diplomats, as well as private 
emissaries — have carried 
from Jerusalem to 
Damascus. Some of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's interlocutors 
walked away with a clear 
impression that Netanyahu 
is determined at some point 
to seek an accommodation 
with Damascus with full 
realisation of what it would 
take. 

At least one of the mes- 
sages sounded quite far- 
reaching. According to an 
Israeli press report, only 
faintly denied by the gov- 
ernment, one of 
Netanyahu’s messages to 
Assad did tie the depth of 
withdrawal (or Israel’s con- 
cessions) to the depth of the 
security arrangements. This 
formula is not all that differ- 
ent from the original formu- 
la coined by Rabin in 1993. 

But some of the Israeli 


government’s recent actions 
and statements have sent an 
entirely different message. 
Three of them have been 
partial] ariy significant: 

(1) When the Golan 
Entrenchment Law was 
submitted to the Knesset 
(requiring a special majori- 
ty for repealing the 1981 
extension of Israeli law to 
the Golan) the cabinet and 
the prime minister, after ini- 
tial opposition, ended up 
voting for it 

(2) It has been revealed 
that the government has 
apparently decided to build 
a Ham (agreed upon with 


Jordan) in the area of Al 
Hamma in the southern 
foothills of the Golan 
Heights. Syria claims that 
this area is part of the Golan 
Heights and its territory, 
while Israel argues that it 
was part of Mandatory 
Palestine and belongs to 
Israel. Both Damascus and 
Washington view this action 
as an attempt to create a fait 
accompli in a disputed area. 

(3) In a speech he deliv- 
ered to the National 
Defence College on Aug. 
14, Netanyahu contested the 
value of “normalisation” in 
the context of Israeli-Syrian 
peace making, and spoke 
qujte openly about the need 
to hold on to vital territory: 
“As long as our area is char- 
acterised by non -democrat- 
ic regimes, we will have to 
pursue a policy that will 
preserve our ability to deter 
and will not give up strate- 
gic assets that are vital for 
our security. 1 believe that 
these principles can guide 
us also in obtaining a peace 
settlement with Syria...” 

Assad's discomfort is 
exacerbated by the change 
in U.S. policy. Under the 


second Clinton administra- 
tion, in Madelaine 
Albright's State Department 
and in the new circum- 
stances in the peace 
process, Damascus has lost 
its centrality. The accent of 
U.S. policy is salvaging the 
IsraeU-Palestinian track and 
not on resuscitating the 
negotiations with Syria. 

In the face of these devel- 
opments, Syria has adopted 
a two-track policy. One is to 
prepare for war and to talk 
of war. Assad’s trip to 
Tehran, the defence minis- 
ter’s statement and the chief 
of staff’s recent implied 


threat to resort to military 
action have all been made in 
this vein. 

The other is a decision to 
address the Israeli political 
system. In past years, all 
efforts by the Clinton 
administration and by us, 
the Israeli negotiators, to 
persuade our Syrian inter- 
locutors to engage in public 
diplomacy bad met with 
limited success. Assad 
regarded Israel's public 
opinion and political system 
as a “blank check." He and 
the prime minister should 
come to an agreement and it 
should be up to each of 
them “to deliver" his coun- 
try. 

It was only recently that 
the complexity of Israeli 
politics and the need to deal 
with it have been fully 
grasped by Assad and his 
men. They began by 
addressing Israel’s Arab 
minority. Unlike a previous 
occasion in 1994, it was 
Damascus that initiated this 
visit of the Israeli Arab del- 
egation, and it was 
Damascus that determined 
that members of “Zionist” 
parties be included. This 
was all done quite clumsily, 
but it certainly represented a 
change and a be ginning . 

Then came Radio 
Damascus commentary 
referring to die debate in 
Israel concerning a unilater- 
al withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. It is not Syria that 
prevents Netanyahu from 
pulling the IDF oat of south 
Lebanon; Syria has said 
several times that it will 
“welcome an immediate 
Israeli withdrawal," said the 
commentator. This is an 
interesting formulation that 
represents a novel Syrian 
approach to Israel’s public 
opinion and its impact. 

This is all very interesting 
and indicative of potential 
developments in the firture. 
But in the meantime we 
must not read too much into 
it. Change in Assad’s Syria 
is a slow, gradual process 
and so far, the familiar par- 
adigms of the Israeli-Syrian 
relationship are still in 
place. 


"...one of Netanyahu’s messages to 
Assad aid tie the depth of with- 
drawal (or Israel’s concessions) to 
the depth of the security arrange- 
ments. This formula is not all that 
different from the original formula 
coined by Rabin in 1993. " 


priate atmosphere for pri- 
vate investment, attract 
investment, fight poverty 
and remove all aspects hin- 
dering development 

Public projects or govern- 
ment shares in companies 
are privileges gathered over 
decades; revenues from sell- 
ing them should be shared 
by the public and benefit the 
national economy. 

A trust fund is suggested 
to place these revenues 
which could be invested in 
specific areas: thus, the fund 
would become a source of 
investment and could be 
called “National Investment 
Fund.” 

After deducting the cost of 
selling the shares, the net 
profit from the sale could be 
deposited in the fund, and 
the revenues would no 
longer be considered pan of 
the general budget to be 
used by the government 
since the privatisation 
process does not aim at rec- 
tifying imbalances : in its 
general budget. 


This fund should also be 
managed competently if it is 
to cope with the demands of 
the upcoming stage. 
Management should be 
done by independent com- 
mittee that would set up 
future policies and strate- 
gies for investment and the 
best use of the fund. 

A part of the revenues 
could also be used to help 
alleviate social problems, 
such as unemployment and 
poverty; that can be done 
through financing small 
projects. investing in 
promising sectors, such as 
higher and technical educa- 
tion, production of spe- 
cialised medicine and 
through financing mainte- 
nance the infrastructure pro- 
jects that help economy 
develop. 

The writer heads the execu- 
tive unit for privatisation at 
the Prime Ministry. This 
article appeared in' Arabic 
in Al Aswaq daily on Aug. 
30. 


LETTERS 


Friends in Africa 

To the Editor: 

ALLOW ME, through your esteemed paper, to thank 
the people of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for the 
hospitality accorded me and my colleagues who partic- 
ipated in the 1st UNU/ILA at the University of Jordan 
in June. 

It was my first visit to Jordan and I did not want to 
leave. The people of Jordan are amazing in many ways. 
For instance, die way Jordanians are fighting to devel- 
op in that expense of desert and in the midst of region- 
al hostilities is a lesson every nation in the world 
should learn because there is plenty of success to see. 

I was deeply impressed by the humility of His 
Majesty King Hussein, the grace of Queen Noor, the 
intellect of Prince Hassan, the foresight of Premier 
Majali (and his amazing wife), and the insight of the 
many people we interacted with. They all made me feel 
like wanting to return to Jordan — which I hope to do 
some day. 

Wherever we went and whoever we met was wonder- 
ful — from the staff of UNU/ILA to the staff at Middle 
East Hotel and Eastern Travel to the people at the uni- 
versity and those at Al Amal centre, to the people in 
Petra, Jerash, Ajloun ... It is difficult to mention all, but 
all please kindly accept this public thank you. 

In Uganda now, I have decided to be an ambassador 
for Jordan. I know that there is a lot that could be done 
by the people of Jordan and those of Uganda for the 
betterment of humanity. 

If you come and visit Uganda some day, you now 
have true friends in Africa. 


Erich Ogoso Opolot, 
Participant UNU/ILA, 
Uganda. 


Camp of peace 

lb die Editor: 

HAVING READ the article “Seeds the Peace” ( 
Times, August 30, 1997), I want to talk about m 
day at the Seeds of Peace camp this summer. 

It was one of the most amazing experiences 
had. The camp means Arab and Israeli teenagers 
together under the same roof for a whole month. 

I had never imagined to see Arabs, esp 
Palestinians, become good friends with Israel 
that is exactly what happened in the camp. 

We made the borders of our countries vanisl 
month. 



. . '■«v.usiaiu: sessions , WfllCh I 

discussing issues very sensitive to both Pale 
and Israelis. At the camp we learned to listen 

er, and we always managed to understand eai 
in toe end. 

• * f £n ^ ,er ^ ©fateful I had the opportunity to pai 

m the Seeds of Peace camp. . 


Shinn Hanafiek 
Am®# 
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Interdependent approach 
is needed for effective 
school curriculum change 


By Richard Tanner 

WHEN THE Ministry of 
Education wants to change 
the curriculum, where 
does it go for help and 
guidance? Inevitably, as 
the curriculum is a set of 
subjects, it goes to the uni- 
versity deptartments deal- 
ing with the subject(s) 
involved. After some dis- 
cussions, the ministry 
commissions academic 
writers to draft textbooks 
for students, which are 
printed and distributed to 
schools at the end of one 
school year for implemen- 
tation at the beginning of 
the next. 

This represents the 
fastest and cheapest way 
to change what is taught in 
schools, satisfies both gov- 
ernment and academics 
who can now blame teach- 
ers for any student short- 
comings. Teachers contin- 
ue teaching in the same 
way — they are usually 
traditionalists — and noth- 
ing fundamental changes. 
Everyone is dissatisfied, 
except maybe the parents, 
falsely reassured that what 
was good enough for them 
will be good enough for 
their children. 

But the world is chang- 
ing. When I was young, 
we learnt spelling, as there 
were no spell-checks, 
mental arithmetic, as there 
were no electronic calcula- 
tors, handwriting, as there 
were no word processors. 
Foreign countries were 
foreign, as few people 
travelled, jet aircraft were 
in their infancy, cars quite 
rare, and so on. If change 
in England was fast, how- 
much faster is it in Jordan? 
And yet. teachers continue 
to teach much the same 
material in much the same 
way. Of course, they have 
rarely been trained, hardly 
ever seen anyone teach 
other than their own teach- 
ers: older Teachers teach 
what they have taught for 
years and younger ones 
are often too scared to 
innovate — it is safer and 
easier to stay in the 
groove. 

Some children do not 
succeed in school; teach- 
ers are exceptions, other- 
wise how- and why would 
they become teachers? 
Their values came from 
the successful end of the 
spectrum, revealed in that 
“could do better” com- 
ment on end-of-year 
reports. Too many teachers 
put too many students off 
learning for life, except to 
pass exams. How many of 
us have recently picked up 
a book to read, writtenn an 
article or take a course to 
further our personal devel- 
opment? Yet, in this 
changing world, we all 
know the importance of 
education. So what can be 
done to develop more 
effective teaching and 
learning in our schools? 

This debate is carried on 
around the world. A con- 
tinuum of methods can be 
detected, ranging from 
centrally directed, as in 
Jordan, participative to 
fully democratic. I will 
have some illustrations 


from England, which I 
know best. There, because 
school-leaving exams 
were all important, cur- 
riculum change was to be 
brought about by examina- 
tion change. When Mar- 
garet Thatcher raised the 
school-leaving age from 
15 to 16 years, in the mid- 
1970s. there was a flurry 
of activity which resulted 
in the growth of the CSE, a 
lower-level exam than the 
GCE, designed to cater for 
the less able student. The 
exam boards gave two or 
three years' notice of the 
change and ran workshops 
for groups of teachers tp 
prepare them. Dispensing 
wisdom from the centre to 
the periphery like this still 
continues with exams into 
higher education like 
Advanced Level (AL) and 
International Baccalaure- 
ate (IB). 

A more participative 
approach rapidly followed 
as GCE and CSE were 
combined in the 1 980s 
into GCSE, an exam for all 
16-year-olds. Teachers 
with expertise were 
recruited to aid the devel- 
opment of GCSE along- 
side teacher trainers: the 
periphery began to influ- 
ence the centre. Projects 
like geography for the 
Young School Leavers 
(GYSL) developed from 
CSE into GCSE using 
teacher trainers from one 
university. They designed 
the new curriculum with 
sample materials for test- 
ing in trial schools. Suc- 
cessful practice was repli- 
cated in clusters of new 
GYSL schools, with expe- 
rienced teachers training 
other teachers in how ro 
use the hew materials and/ 
more importantly, how to 
design their own, all sup- 
ported by headteachers 
and adviser-inspectors. 

Naturally, this took two 
or three years to set up the 
project, six to 18 months 
to train such clusters, and 
two years to teach the 
course to students. But it 
was so successful that 
GYSL is still running. 25 
years later, across England 
and Wales. One of the rea- 
sons for its continuing suc- 
cess is its feedback sys- 
tem. built in from the start, 
where teachers are 
enabled, feel their views 
are heard, and the periph- 
ery does influence the cen- 
tre: in short, they “own” 
the project. 

If this interactive method 
is successful in influenc- 
ing the periphery and in 
changing what teachers 
and students actually do in 
the classroom, then why 
not go to the end of the 
spectrum with a fully 
interdependent approach? 
Government could canvass 
views about curriculum 
change from the public, 
the providers and the end- 
users. publish a consulta- 
tive paper, inviting com- 
ments from interested par- 
ties, then set up task 
groups to deliver the 
changes agreed. To do so 
would require an informed 
public. professional 

providers, involved end- 
users and open communi- 


cation between all three 
groups. Having been a sig- 
nificant local player in the 
“Industry in Schools” pro- 
ject from 19S5-92, I can 
outline the potential bene- 
fits: 

(i) government sets 
agreed criteria and pays on 
delivery; 

(ii) teachers are actively 

involved with one another, 
sharing good ideas and 
practices; 

(Hi) government 

appointees, teachers and 
trainers, parents and 
employers meet to achieve 
common goals and gain 
confidence in one another. 

Such a participative, 
evolutionary method of 
curriculum change is like- 
ly to prove the most effec- 
tive, even if it is the slow- 
est, especially in its early 
stages. Democratic meth- 
ods take time. 

The question to be posed 
to government and public 
is “Where is Jordan 
now?”; to teachers and 
school boards, “Where is 
your school?” 

If the Ministry of Educa- 
tion still believes in the 
centralised, top-down, 
model of curriculum 
change, then only the fast 
but ineffective directed 
method is available to it. If 
the universities and train- 
ers are remote from 
schools, they can play no 
useful role. If school prin- 
cipals and boards believe 
they are still tending 
“secret gardens.” then they 
should expect imposition 
from above. If teachers are 
unwilling or unable to par- 
ticipate, they too can 
expect a dominant centre- 
fo-periphery approach. 
Even if a school is willing 
to participate, and I knew 
several trying to change, it 
cannot do so alone. The 
range of experiences need- 
ed can only come from 
groups of teachers sharing 
experiences from different 
schools. Such groups must 
be open to outsiders, both 
professional (teachers 
trainer, child psychologist, 
academic specialist) and 
lay (parent, employer). 

Time and money, proba- 
bly not that much, and, 
above all, support and 
encouragement need to be 
given to ensure successful 
innovation. No man is an 
island, yet if schools 
remain insular, this partic- 
ipative, periphery-based 
model is doomed to fail- 
ure. 

Education is too impor- 
tant to be left to vested 
interests. If Jordan needs a 
curriculum change, and a 
changing world demands 
that, and if we know* how 
effective curriculum 
change can be brought 
about, isn’t it time for gov- 
ernment and education to 
move? Jordan’s children 
and its future prosperin’ 
depend on both. 

The writer is teacher of 
geography at the Bac- 
calaureate School. 

Amman. He contributed 
the above article to the 
Jordan Times. 


12 years on, NHF is one of the leading 
development-oriented institutions 



Working for oneself: NHF projects enable people to become self-sufficient, enriching their lives both spiritually 
and financially 


By a reporter 

ON SEPT. 4, 1985. Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) was established by a 
Royal Decree to consoli- 
date Her Majesty Queen 
Noor’s diverse and expand- 
ing development endeav- 
ours. The foundation seeks 
to identify and meet differ- 
ent development needs in 
Jordan, to introduce innov- 
ative and dynamic integrat- 
ed community develop- 
ment models and to set 
national standards of excel- 
lence in human and socio- 
economic development, 
education, culture and aits. 

Twelve years later, the 
foundation has expanded 
into an extensive network 
of projects spread across 
the Kingdom. The impres- 
sive growth achieved by 
NHF in the last 12 years 
was made possible by new, 
innovative perspectives for 
development thai do not 
see socio-economic and 
cultural changes merely as 
a “top down, one-way 
process” with a heavy eco- 
nomic focus. 

“We do not get involved 
in charity work, preferring 
to support individuals and 
communities in develop- 
ment projects that promote 
self-reliance, self-help and 
self-management,” says 
NHF Executive Director 
Yasser Tal. He added that 
NHF supports democratic 
grassroots participation in 
decision making and 
implementation of develop- 
ment projects and max- 
imises the use of appropri- 
ate technology and local 
resources. 

Unlike some traditional, 
one-time development pro- 
jects, NHF's programmes 
are designed to be long- 
term, with heavy focus on 
initiating and sustaining 
income-generating ven- 
tures. The foundation's 
Quality of Life Project 
(QLP) is a case in point. 

Currently implemented 
on 15 sires, the project, 
which benefits about 7,000 
people, was established to 
enhance the overall quality 
of life in the rural areas of 
the Kingdom by promoting 


patterns of integrated 
development that draw 
heavily on consensus- 
building and human 
resource development 

“Thanks to NHF’s Quali- 
ty of Life Project, I became 
a businessman after years 
of unemployment” says 
Zalti Awad. He is now* earn- 
ing a monthly income of 
JD 85 as a guard in one of 
the QLP’s palm nurseries, 
in addition to the yield he 
gets from planting orna- 
mental trees that the project 
provided him with and 
from his bee-keeping pro- 
ject which he launched 
with assistance from the 
QLP. 

Another project that 
works within the family 
and community 4e\$fop- 
ment is the Wadi Seer 
-Community Development 
Project, which seeks to 
accelerate comprehensive 
socio-economic develop- 
ment in five villages in the 
Wadi Seer area. Its site 
became a handicraft 

tourism village. By imple- 
menting a market-oriented 
business approach that 

encourages individual ini- 


tiative. the project, which 
benefits 5,442 people, 
seeks to revive traditional 
Jordanian crafts to meet 
market demand in Jordan’s 
growing tourism sector. 

“The first step before we 
stan a project is study the 
marketability of its output 
in order to ensure sustain- 
ability and create job 
opportunities ” says Mr. 
Tal. 

The question of product 
marketability becomes spe- 
cially significant when it 
comes to items requiring a 
high degree of accuracy 
and creativity, such as 
handicraft. 

The foundation sponsors 
a handicraft development 
project that seeks to revive 
traditional crafts and pre- 
serve a unique aspect of 
Jordan's, national heritage. 
Training of craftspeople 
takes place at the Salt 
Handicrafts Centre which 
is dedicated to the develop- 
ment of a new generation 
of skilled Jordanian crafts- 
people and trainers, while 
die Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre (JDTC) seeks 
to raise the standard of Jor- 
danian handicrafts produc- 
tion in order to create mar- 
keting opportunities. 

When NHF offered Fada 
Mljwel the opportunity to 
benefit from its JDTCs 
project in A1 Husseiniyya 
village. Ms. Mijwel and her 
family were living below 
the poverty line. Now she is 
earning a monthly income 
of up to JD 200 as a rug 
weaver, and that made her 
able to finance her son’s 
education at the University 
of Jordan. 

Another component of 
the NHF development phi- 
losophy is that all projects 
and programmes are creat- 
ed to meet emerging needs 
of commimides. For 

instance, the need for an 
institution to raise child 
health care standards in 
Jordan by improving 
growth monitoring, diagno- 
sis and treatment practices 
has given rise to the estab- 
lishment of NHF s Institute 
for Child Health and 
Development Until now 
the number of children reg- 
istered at the institute is 
6,657, while the number of 
mothers registered reached 


2,552. 

The NHF has established 
projects that foster individ- 
ual talent and creativity in 
the fields of education, 
music, theatre and cultural 
interaction. These include 
the National Music Conser- 
vatory (NMC), which was 
founded to encourage the 
development of accom- 
plished musicians and to 
promote music apprecia- 
tion in Jordan. Salah 
Maraqa. one of the NMC’s 
talented qanoun students, 
represented Jordan as a 
member of the NMC’s 
Arab Music Ensemble in 
the Famjad Festival. 
Tuikey, in which the NMC 
won the first prize. He also 
represented Jordan in the 
International Qanoun Com- 
petition, held in Cairo, and 
won a special prize for his 
outstanding performance. . 

The Performing Arts 
Centre, which was 
launched to enhance chil- 
dren’s learning experiences 
through drama and theatre, 
won this year the silver 
prize of the Third Cairo’s 
Radio and Television Festi- 
val for its musical play 
“Madinat A1 Sawsana,” and 
is currently carrying out a 
programme for promoting 
non-violent resolution of 
conflicts in the elementary 
schools throughout Jordan. 

The Jubilee School, 
which is an independent 
co-educational secondary 
school for outstanding 
scholarship students, grad- 
uated its first class of stu- 
dents this year. The school, 
which is dedicated to the 
development of the intel- 
lect and leadership poten- 
tial of the Arab students, 
will be moved to its perma- 
nent buildings in Yajouz in 
the second 1997/98 acade- 
mic semester. It has gradu- 
ated 206 students and cur- 
rently includes 358 sru- 
dents. 

The foundation's 

Women-in-Development 
Department accelerates the 
integration, participation 
and representation of low- 
income women in national 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. The department initi- 
ates innovative income- 
generating schemes based 
on self-employment and 
home production. Pilot pro- 


jects established so far 
include a Bee Keeping and 
Honey Production Project, 
Medicinal Herbs Project, 
Footwear Production 
Workshop, Garment Pro- 
duction Unit, Community 
Development Centre, Tri- 
cot Knitwear Project the 
Population Programmes for 
Grassroots that introduces 
reproductive health and 
family planning concepts 
in 13 remote villages 
throughout Jordan, and the 
most' recent Women’s 
Leadership Programme and 
the tie-dye Project 

The NHF has received 
the Excellence in Arab 
Childhood Services’ Award 
in Shaijah this year for its 
distinguished role in child 
care. The foundation spon- 
sors many projects and 
■ activities in the field of 
children’s, welfare, among 
which are Children’s Her- 
itage and Science Museum, 
the Mobile Life and Sci- 
ence Museum, Queen Noor 
Award for Children’s Liter- 
ature, which is opened this 
year for the Arab writers, 
and the annual Arab Chil- 
dren’s Congress, which 
provided the opportunity 
for 1,245 children from 
throughout the Arab World 
to participate in a pro- 
gramme designed to pro- 
mote understanding and 
solidarity. 

The NHF projects and 
programmes are designed 
to be locally sustainable 
and replicable in different 
pans of Jordan and the 
region and many of its pro- 
jects have been recognised 
by international organisa- 
tions as model projects for 
the Middle East and the 
developing world. 

Twelve years after it was 
established, NHF has 
realised many of the goals 
it has set for itself and 
worked its way through dif- 
ferent obstacles ro become 
one of the leading develop- 
ment-oriented institutions 
in Jordan. 

“The NHF proceeds with 
a renewed 1 rigour in its 
development work.” says 
Mr. Tal, identifying diffi- 
culties and providing solu- 
tions that are responsive to 
the needs and aspirations of 
the people of Jordan it is 
trying to better serve. 
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Diabetic Socks 




•» NON sliding socks. 
j NON elastic construction. 
a Natural material (Cotton , Wool). 
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WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR STYLE OF LIFE 
Don’t Forget to Change Your Shoes 
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Stepinto thewdrld of Safety 


Sign & const ruction of Dolcros shoes 



* Extra wide shoes to contain toes freely. 

•* Extra deep shoes to avoid irriteticn and stress by 
containing suitable removable socks and insoles. 


-» Multilayered special & natural materials 10 protect 
from shocks and oressure and to provide air 
circulation & odorless atmosphere. 

j No seems, rough surfaces or wrinkled lining inside 
the shoes to eliminate any possibilities of friction. 


Distributed by: 
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UAE determined to cut foreign labour 


ountry to 
of a four- 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), a key base 
for Asians and other for- 
eign workers, said Satur- 
day it was determined to 
slash its expatriate labour 
to find jobs for its nation- 
als and ensure security. 

The interior ministry 
said more than 172,000 
expatriates, mostly South 
Asians, had left the 
wealthy Gulf coun 
take advantage 
month amnesty 

announced last year 
before the enforcement 
of tough immigration 
laws. 

The ministry’s under- 
secretary, Saqr Gobash. 
spoke to local newspa- 
pers after the publication 
of details of the new laws 
that introduced harsher 
penalties against viola- 
tors and increased curbs 
on the recruitment of for- 
eign workers. 

"The issue of the new 
law is of vital importance 
to the country’s present 
and future.” Mr. Gobash 
told local newspapers. 

“It is an indication of 
the country's determina- 


tion and serious intention 
to achieve a balance in 
the demographic struc- 
ture. restore stability to 
the labour market and 
curb infiltrations and 
their consequent security 
problems.’ 7 he said 

More than two thirds of 
the UAE’s population of 
2.4 million are foreign- 
ers, who began to stream 
in after oil was dis- 
covered some three 
decades ago. 

The UAE and other 
Gulf oil producers need- 
ed the expatriate work- 
force after they launched 
one of the biggest con- 
struction drives in mod- 
em history to build their 
infrastructure. The for- 
eign influx was facilitat- 
ed by the lack of skilled 
manpower in the region 
and ■ social barriers 
against local women 
seeking work. 

The new immigration 
law includes up to 15 
years imprisonment and 
large fines against UAE 
employers who hire ille- 
gal aliens. Migrants who 
sneak into the UAE also 
face jail, fines and depor- 


tation. 

The law asked all gov- 
ernment offices Saturday 
to strictly comply with 
new immigration rules, 
including requirements 
needed by foreign resi- 
dents to sponsor their 
families or hire house- 
maids. It also included 
new regulations govern- 
ing labour needs for 
companies operating in 
the emirates. 

“The new law allows 
all public and private 
institutions to get their 
needs of foreign labour 
through legal means that 
will achieve the interests 
of all without harming 
the UAETs -security ana 
stability or creating an 
unnecessary redundancy 
in the domestic labour 
market” Mr. Gobash 
said. 

Labour and social 
affairs ministry officials 
said they had stepped up 
inspection of expatriate 
labour sites to ensure 
employers and employ- 
ees respect the new laws 
and no workers are resid- 
ing 

said the cam- 


paigns were trargetting 
mainly Asian labour con- 
centrations as such expa- 
triates accounted for the 
bulk of illegal migrants 
who were expelled last 
year. They include Indi- 
ans, Pakistanis, Sri 
Lankans, Bangladeshis, 
Afghans, Iranians and 
Filipinos. 

Security sources said 
Asians were still trying 
to sneak into the UAE by 
sea but added such 
attempts had sharply 
declined. 

Around 500 illegal 
migrants have been 
seized this year com- 
pared with more than 

2.000 in the first half of 
1996. A total of nearly 

25.000 Indians and other 
Asians have been cap- 
tured while trying to 
enter the UAE illegally 
by sea from neighbour- 
ing Iran over the past two 
decades. 

The UAE is one of the 
biggest oil producers and 
its per capita income of 
around $16,500 in 1996 
was among the highest in 
the world. 


U.S. trade gap with Arab Gulf states widens 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The gap in U.S. trade with 
its main commercial part- 
ners in the Gulf jumped by 
more than nine times' in 
the first half of 1997, 
mainly due to higher oil 
prices, official figures 
have showed. 

The gap with the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states surged to 
around $470 million in the 


first half from nearly $50 
million in the same period 
of 1996, U.S. embassy fig- 
ures showed. 

GCC exports to the Unit- 
ed States climbed to $6.24 
billion from $5.62 billion 
in the same period. 

Their imports, mean- 
while, from the United 
States rose slightly to 
$5.77 billion from $5.57 
billion, according to die 



Coca Cola Training Workshop 


THE COCA Cola Company hosted a workshop for Coca Cola 
sales managers entitled “Supervising Route Distribution Effec- 
tiveness Workshop." This special seminar was the first ever Coca 
Cola Course to be conducted in Arabic and ran from the 1st to 
the 5th of September. Among the 26 participants were Coca 
Cola employees from Egypt, Lebanon. Morocco and 15 partici- 
pants from Coca Cola Jordan. The course was directed by Rafik 
AJ Toukhi, Coca Cola Near East Operations Manager, and hod a 
number of lecturers including Francois Mourad. the Training 
and Development Manager for Coca Cola Near East 
When asked why the course was conducted in Jordan Mr. 
Mourad replied: "Jordan has always been of major importance 
ro the Coca Cola Company, and it has made and continues to 
make major investments to improve the employees' skills in Jor- 
dan and the region in an effort to ensure the quality of its prod- 
uct and the service standards of the International Coraapny.” 


report published in A1 
Khaleej newspaper in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

U.S. embassy officials 
said the increase in Gulf 
exports to die American 
market was caused mainly 
by high oil prices as crude 
accounts for die bulk of 
those exports. 

Oil prices averaged more 
than $19 a barrel in the 
first half of 1997, one of 
their highest levels in 
nearly a decade. 

The United States is a 
key importer of Gulf oil, 
receiving around two mil- 
lion barrels per day from 
the 16-year-old economic, 
political and defence 
alliance. 

Washington is also the 


second biggest single 
commercial partner of the 
GCC after Japan. 

The figures showed 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
oil superpower, remained 
Washington’s top trading 
partner, with exports 
standing at $4.8 billion in 
the first half compared 
with $4.26 billion in the 
first half of 1996. 

UAE exports to the Unit- 
ed States also soared to 
$592.6 million from 
$262.2 million, while 
Kuwait’s exports to its 
1991 Gulf War ally 
declined to $584.2 million 
from $754.3 million. 

There was also a drop in 
the exports by the remain- 
ing three. GCC nations — 
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar. 




International Tours 


Giuseppe Verdi’s masterpiece opera Aida is scheduled 
for a repetition of the world-famous performance in 
Luxor - Egypt To capture this very special occasion, 
International Tours is o rganizing a first-class tour of 
Luxor & Aswan (Oct 14 - 19), combining the experience 
of Verdi’s masterpiece in the unique surroundings of 
Luxor with a relaxing and inspiring cruise on die Nile 
abroad a luxury floating hoteL 

For farther information, please 
call Amman 816532 - 816294 

International Tours 


Peanuts 




REU i lRS 

RlL 

-rr-nC 1 .A 

The Business of Information 


Prices as at . 


6/0&97 17:51 


mmmm 



frffiipps? 



t-kft&v. 




US Dollar 


13025 

0.6279 

1.4790 

121.15 

13810 

175732 

2.0300 

8.0645 



. x ...Ajy 

03481. 

,0320V'' 

■ 8738 

0,7858 

97S30 

1.1281 

33643 

GB Starling 

13925 

23720 

- 

23484 

19235 

2.1992 

2799.49 

33328 

9.6577 


■33761 

12133- 

0.4242 

v^‘ 


03334 

1188.18 

137-48 

43990 

1 JP Yen 

0.0083 

1.4872 

03178 

13203 

. 

1.1394 

1430 

167.49 

5.0037 


Burnt. 

13023 

0.4539 

1.0854 

s , .... / 

: .1,14;. 

“ - 

12B935 

uses 

43817: 

ITUra 

0.0006- 

13252 

03589 

0.0841 

145235 

0.7855 

- 

1135 

3.4492 

ll'&GmsrV: 


; 38,77 

'0309T 

7235 

-5933 

UffiOf 

385.78: 

:• -■ 

23867 

FR Franc 

0.1849 

03971 

0.1034 

243798 

1935 

03276 

33.46 

33.4600 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 








mm 






US Dollar 

. 

0.7080 

3.7505 

03770 

3.6398 

03047 

3.6727 

1537.00 

33970 


JonfeitHna*' 

fAVU 


,53973 

0.5325 

5.1410 

0.4304 

5.1874 

217030 

4.7980 


Saudi Rlyal 

0.2686 

0.1888 

■ 

0.1005 

037 

6.0812 

0.98 

409.81 

0.9057 


'BattFafriDfnar 

235'" 

137B6 

93483 


9.65 

an(H9 

934 

407632 

9.0106 

*, 

Qatar Dinar 

03747 

01945 

1.0304 

1.0304 


0.0837 

1.01 

42238 

0.9333 


;ku*vaft Dinar ! 

33813 

23236 

123088 

1337? 

••tias - 

- 

1235 

504431 

0.9333 

L 

Emirates Dinar 

03723 

0.1928 

1.0212 

0.1026 

03910 

0.0830 

- 

418.49 

03249 


'LafianssrirttidO 

*035 . 

04606 

254401 

03453 

23881 

0.1982 

23895 

- 

23101 


Egyptian 

03944 

03084 

1.1041 

0.1110 

13715 

0.0897 

13612 

452.46 

- 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


mm 




Brant 

Bonny 

.tiubi*. 

ULGas 


18.49 

-istsa' 

18.49 

: -xrxs ' 

206.00 


££fi£| 


1838 

18.26 

1738 

203.00 








SA Rlyal 

03666 

0.4807 

0.1674 

03945 

32315 

AEplrtHm* = 

03723 

0.4909 

0,171, 

0.4028 

' ■ 33 

KW Dinar 

33819 

53172 

2361 

43567 

397.77 

BH Dinar- - 

43770 

4.7824 

1.6656 

.33246 

321.44 

CY Pound 

13754 

33804 

1.1769 

2.7737 

2273 


Meta! Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Hi 




Gold (oz's) 

3223 

3223 


/Silver (ox’s) 


4.74 ■■ 


Platinum (oz's) 

4184 

4204 


ALfctabfithsr 

.1607 ■ 

■:1810- 


CU (3 Months) 

2161 

2188 


ZfaicPMcrths) 

1480 

: 1484 ; 


Lead (3 Months) 

648 

652 


M (3 Motrtfis) . 

: 6690 

: «720. 



m 

t&m 


|p| 



USD 

533 

539 

5.71 

534 

533 

GBP ' 

'738 : 

. 7-w 

. 7-31 

743 

736 

JPY 

0.45 

0.45 

0.46 

0.48 

0.49 

D EM 


■ : 3.19 

.334 

.335- 

330 

FHF 

332 

330 

3.39 

330 

3.60 

" CHF ; 

.138 

:13T 

138 

1.68 

1.75 

ITL 

. 6.78 

6.72 

639 

645 

636 


Main Equity Indices 




NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7822.41 

-44.83 

■037 

79423 

77853 

78873 

^"flawybrk . ' 

•;.s*p0dbv;-4 

f.'" .9493®'.' - ' 

-132 

-.03 

94037 

92435 

930.8? 

London 

FT-SE 100 

49943 

23 

0.06 

50283 

49843 

49913 

: '.Tokyo . 

wkRife 22 s: <; 

. ''UteOfir: ': 

' 35.71/ 

.o.» 

ISOM 

-18455. 

18615; 

Paris 

CAC40 

292431 

-2.48 

0.08 

2966 

2918 

2927 


BAX' : . f - 


'2639 

"«7t ' 

4ioi? 

4089j2' 

407i>: 


Energy 





Coffee (c/lbs) 
"tSwbatSfton) ” 
Sugar ($/ton) 

' Wheat rtAcm) 
Soya (c/lbs) 

Barley ($/bsh) 

205.67 

*■'." 7709. ‘ 

333 

Vri-ff 

22.29 

■ I® ; v. * 

0 

430' /■ ■ ' 

Spot 

•f : 

“v ■ 

Spot 
Spot’ ". 
Spot 

Spot 

'"'•■'apde'.'w" 


* JOD Cross Rates 
^Currewcy^l 


US Dollar 
GB Starting 
DEMaic 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
ITUra 

Source: Central 




0.708 

1.1207 

0.3922 

03*84 

0.1168 

03837 

0.3484 

04022 


0.710 

13323 

03942 

0.4808 

0.1172 

03868 

03501 

0.4042 


tWik of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


5 

10 

14 

15 

16 

17 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

29 

33 

34 

35 

36 


40 

41 

42 

43 


45 

47 

48 

49 
51 
56 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 


ACROSS 

Papal 

vestments 

Pentateuch 

Map 

Ashen 

"...get her poor 
dog—’ 
Pertaining to 
flying 

From time to 

time 

Surgeon 

Blunders 

Soldiers 

Fiord city 

Cossack chief 

Grandeur 

Shoe part 

White as a — 

Crude mineral 

English 

conductor and 

pianist 

Ogle 

Gangsters 

Season of 

fasting 

Certain 

investment 

plans 

Operatic singers 
Tankard drinks 
Moray 
— Bunyan 
Assign 
The Song of 
Hiawatha" poet 
Words by 
Caesar 
Lend — (pay 
attention) 

Italian city 
Vegetable dish 
Wedding 
present? 
Enemies 


i 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 





25 

26 

27 

28 

33 




36 




40 



d 

43 



0 


■ 

56 

49 

50. 





59 




62 





by by Florence C. Adler 



DOWN 

1 Copies 

2 Molten rock 

3 Tootled 

4 Certain 
European 

5 Dyeing 
substance- 

6 Certain 
instruments 


7 Fracases 

8 Collection of 
miscellany 

9 Layer 

10 Customer 

11 Type of oven 

12 God of war 

13 Weight 

18 System of 
exercises 

19 Erase 

23 Unfolds 

24 Travois 

25 Property 

26 City once called 
Edo 

27 Foreigner 

28 Convened 

29 Shelters 

30 Gives medicine 
to 

31 Maine city 

32 Lets 
34 Pumps 

37 Raw 

38 Sharpen 

39 Literary 
monogram 


aacjua q b 

In 


!m 


m 



>□□□ nog 


ST A 


00(3(3 


WS 



0GIQ 000 



44 Zodiac sign 

45 Steeple part 

46 Medicinal plant 

48 English 
composer 

49 Fountain 

50 Rectangular 
pilaster 


51 Again 

52 Musical symbol 

53 Too 

54 Haul 

«: create 

57 Fellow 

58 Yoko — 


HO 
FORE 
FOR 

septemb; 



By Thomas S. 

Astrologer, 

Righter 

ARIES: 

April 19) Today y&^e 
the opportunity 
clearer picture 
conditions amund ^ ^ 
ia politics. Be 
others and-you cacefa^ 
nate any difficulties which 

could occur in-th&^ayg 
ahead. ' r : 

TAURUS: (April 28 to 
May 20) Get a neW'jer-. 
speefive, through % ose 
you trust today, on how to 

handle anxieties at home 
and at career actrvtoesL 
Turn concerns into advan- 
tages by making die effort 
to meet with experts who 
have the ability to bring 
you success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 ) Listen to a fetiow 

associate who bluntly, 
however, honestly can 
give you excellent insight 
into your relationships. 
Later this evening will be 
a good time to meet with 
fellow associates and 
devise a plan of action for 
a new project > .. 
MOON CHILDREN; 
(June 22 to July 21) Relax 
today and do not think- 
about career activities. 
Avoid those who wish. to 
manipulate your thinking./ 
Write to a loved one far 
away and tell him or her 
that you miss having them 
around with you at this 
time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Contact a fascinating 
new acquaintance and 
leam from this person. If 
you use your charm at a 
social affair today, you 
can save a valuable fiieudr 
ship by doing something 
special for this person and 
show that you appreciate 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Take 
advantage of an opportu- 
nity to improve your 
standing with your com- 
munity. Budget your 
money carefully,' thereby 
you will have extra ftinds 
ahead in case of an emer- 
gency which could mate- 
rialise. . 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) A charm- 
ing new contact emerges 
today, to whom it is best 
to be polite and kind. Pay 
attention to different 
philosophies of business 
activities and make the 
right decision for being 
quite successful. 
SCORPIO: [October 23 
to November 21) You 
should not permit a fool- 
ish disagreement to sepa- 
rate you from the one yon 
love, so control your tem- 
per. Catch up on your rest 
later this evening, thereby 
you will be refreshed to 
handle the hectic next few 
days. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21 ) You should not let the 
difficulties of others inter- 
fere with your affection 
for them. Resist the urge 
to criticise them or you 
could create a difficult sit- 
uation. Be careful with 
new proposals for a new 
project. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- 1 1 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Study what you can do to 
assist a friend in trouble. 
Show that you are being 
understanding, not merely 
charitable. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with close friends 
for recreational activities 
which are enjoyable. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 

to February 19) 
changes in your entoi^ 0 * 
ment plans to fit ^ 
developments. Show 
more affection fof 
male and avoid a big 
agreement by dtj® 
something special for hi n| 
or her, or get that spert* 
gift which will be apP 1 * 0 
ated. 

PISCES: (February ^ 10 
March 20) A cunent ^ 
vous tension runs at ^ 
today. You should 
invite guest in at 
however, take some 
time alone to read 
study. Later this 
you can rest wid 1 - * 
loved ones for d* ^ 
days ahead 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Sunday, September 7, 1997 




J? review of news from the JlraSie press ™ 

— j 


Tour agents demand government 
intervention to stop companies from 
raising tourist transport fares 

** THE ASSOCIATION of travel and tour agents 
has asked the government to intervene to stop the 
coalition of tourist transport companies from raising 
fares by 30 per cent from Sept. 16. 1997. The tour 
agents threatened that they will be forced to ask 
their counterparts abroad to decline accepting any 
reservations for tourist groups because Jor danian 
tourism companies cannot take the financial loss 
resulting from higher fares. 

According to Lami'e Haddadin, the association’s 
president, the decision of the tourist transport com- 
panies to increase the fares will hurt the Jordanian 
tourism and national economy. 

The association rejected the request of the three 
transport companies to postpone their reply to the 
iour agents until today (Sunday) due to lack of time. 
They said that the period rem ainin g to implement 
the decision is too close and that tour agents in the 
Kingdom and abroad do not have the time required 
to study the new fares and to compare them with 
neighbouring countries. 

The consequences of forming the coalition and 
raising the fares were discussed before between the 
association and the companies which were given 
specific demands to cancel the decision. The com- 
panies promised to reply to the demands on Thurs- 
day but later requested more time until Sunday. The 
association is now asking the government to inter- 
vene to cancel the decision of the coalition on the 
grounds that it forms a monopoly. They are also 
requesting that tourist transport charges remain 
unchanged until the end of 199S. 

The association is also demanding that the gov- 
ernment reconsider the specialised tourist transport 
law and all our tourism offices and companies to 
own tourist buses just like other countries and, espe- 
cially. neighbouring states. (A1 Ra’i). 


Businessmen urge government 
to lower land transport charges 
between Aqaba and Baghdad 

** PRIVATE SECTOR businessmen have sent a 
memorandum to the prime minister demanding 
quick measures to lower land transport charges 
from Aqaba to Iraq. They demanded that charges be 
reduced from $6 per tonne to S4 per tonne for bulk 
wheat and other bagged products, such as rice and 
sugar, in order to compete with Syrian pons in sup- 
plying Iraq with food. 

the memorandum explained that the requested 
reduction is to compensate the transit fees for pass- 
ing through the Suez Canal as vessels crossing the 
waterway do not pay any fees if the port of dis- 
charge is on the Mediterranean Sea. “As Iraq is now 
asking for prices for goods to be delivered either 
through Aqaba or Tanous. the choice is left to 
international companies which should be convinced 
to continue providing the goods through Aqaba,” 
the businessmen said. 

The memorandum urged an expedited study to 
lower the land transport charges before suppliers 
start shipping around 250.000 tonnes of w heat to 
Iraq during September. October and November of 
this year in order to ensure that the port of discharge 
w ill be Aqaba (A1 Ra'ii. 


Jordan awards first GDR mandate for potash firm to Nomura 


By Suleiman A1 Khali di 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
Arab Potash Company 
awarded Japanese Nomu- 
ra Internationa] the man- 
date to lead manage the 
country's first “GDR 
offering worth at least 
$35 million, the company 
said Saturday. 

The majority state- 
owned mining firm said 
Nomura was picked 
among seven global 
investment banks who 
had presented proposals 
to the firm, one of the 
world’s major producers 
of potash, to arrange a 
GDR (global depositary 
receipt) by year end. 

“After evaluating the 
seven global b anks we 
found the best offer was 
from the Japanese Nomu- 
ra Bank,” Nasser A1 Sad- 
doun, general manager of 


Arab Potash Company, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Saddoun said the 
decision had been 
approved by a recent 
meeting of the 15-mem- 
ber board of the firm. He 
expected the issue would 
be launched in capital 
markets by year-end. 

Arab Potash's majority 
shareholder is Jordan’s 
state investment arm 
while minority holdings 
are held by Arab govern-., 
ments including Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Libya 
and Iraq. 

Investment banking 
Sources say the firms 
which had submitted 
offers apart from Nomura 
were HSBC Investment 
Bank, ING Barings, 
Union Bank of Switzer- 
land, Paribas, Merrill 
Lynch and Flemings. 

Arab Potash's offering 


has seen tough competi- 
tion from global bankers 
anxious to get the first 
deal out of Jordan and 
improve their standing in 
the league tables, banters 
say. — 

The firm had asked the 
banks last July to submit 
proposals of the offering 
to include their track 
records in the Middle' 
East and their proposed 
pricing range of the GDR 
offering. 

“As for the factors we 
put in die evaluation the 
rest of die banks were 
close but Nomura was the 
best,” Mr. Saddoun said. 

The GDR offering, the 
first such issue by a Jor- 
danian firm to tap the 
international equity mar- 
ket, would raise the com- 

§ ally’s international pro- 
le and allow other Jor- 
danian bluechips in 


future to tap cheaper 
credit for ambitious 
expansion projects. 

The GDR offering fol- 
lows recent progress in 
launching the country’s 
first corporate bond issue 
issued by Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines and a $100 
million debut sovereign 
Eurobond still in £e 
works, part of accelerated 
efforts to attract more 
foreign investment in the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Saddoun said the 
GDR issue was presently 
a $35 million GDR issue, 
putting on offer 3.62 mil- 
lion shares left unsub- 
scribed from an earlier 
public issue. 

But it could be raised 
significantly higher if the 
government decides to 
add a portion of a 55.4 
per cent government 
state in the firm, he 
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PAST^ 12 


336.000 23B.500 


COMPANY'S SAME 

P / 8 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

ARAB BANK 

15.3 

1.20 

77 

2440 

811050 

326.00 

JOR-NATIOHAL BK. - 

E 

0.00 

15 

290139 

568816 

1.96 

BANK Or JORDAN 

6.4 

0.00 

3 

500 

1535 

3.06 

MID. EAST ZHV.BK- 

60.4 

0.00 

5 

1500 

1388 

.92 

TBZ HOUSING BK. 

14.2 

4.08 

S 

3325 

15793 

4.75 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

11.6 

0.00 

8 

2000 

6607 

3.26 

JOR.CULT BANK 

4.6 

9.09 

11 

50614 

39020 

.76 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

16.3 

3.00 

17 

3906 

15547 

3.98 

JOR. INV.riN. BANK 

21.9 

0,00 

11 

■36200 

123075 

3.41 

BEIT. AL-HAL (BEITXA) 

.6 

15.46 

2 

100 

97 

.98 

philadel.inv.be. 

9 

0.00 

9 

68000 

62560 

.92 


BANE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 23B.38 *CHGi +1.70 


4S8724 1645466 


2.210 1.590 JOR FRENCH XKSUR. 


12336 1.79 1.78 .01- 


XKSURAMCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.95 2 CBGr -0.05 



1.820 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC P WR- 

8.2 

5.88 

87 

98539 

167778 

1.68 

1.70 

.02+ 


7 . 500 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

7.9 

4.83 

2 

2000 

14500 

7.50 

7.25 

.25- 


3.050 

2.280 

SHIPPING LINES 

16.3 

4.64 

15 

123650 

346220 

2.82 

2.80 

.02- 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

30 

21140 

30586 

1.43 

1.45 

.02+ 






0.0D 

7 

40200 

134672 

3.36 

3.35 

.01- 


1.220 

.930 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

8 

5200 

5414 

1.05 

1.04 

.01- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.2 

6.36 

2 

750 

1298 

1.73 

1.-73 

— 


1.010 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

1 

400 

296 

.75 

.74 

.01- 


SERVICE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX t 110. 

86 *CBG: 

+0.04 

152 

291879 

700764 





1.100 

.930 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

1 

600 

-576 

1.00 

.96 

.04- 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

26.1 

2.84 

25 

61369 

239099 

3.89 

3.88 

.01- 


4.140 

2.930 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.7 

2.60 

1 

250 

963 

3.80 

3.85 

• .05+ 

T 

10.480 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL. RXTCKART 

10.2 

8.43 

28 

1284 

1346S 

10.45 

10. 55 

.10+ 


7.200 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

5.6 

6.52 

1 

300 

1380 
^ 306 

4.60 

4.60 

— 


3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL COKM.AOR. 

9 

0.00 

2 

180 

1.71 

1.71 

— 


7.150 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

10-2 

3.15 

2 

llOO^n 6885 

6.15 

6.35 

.20+ 

T 

4.350 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MAKE. 

12.0 

4.59 

31 

21281 

92784 

4.31 

4.36 

.05+ 

r 

2.570 

2.100 

JORDAN DAIRY 

8.7 

9.47 

3. 

1200 

3083 

2. S3. 

2.58 

.05+ 


5.650 

4.300 

DAR ALOARA DV.1MV. 

13.6 

4.50 

9 

•j 2278 

12636 

5.53 

5.55 

.02+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

5.4 

10.82 

3 

750 

1721 

2.28 

2.31 

.03+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

10.2 

0.00 

31 

47000 

22443 

.47 

.48 

.01+ 


1.290 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

32.1 

0.00 

9 

4050 

4293 

1.08 

1.05 

.03- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL DIDS. 

9 

0.00 

4 

3000 

1650 

.56 

-55 

.01- 


1.200 

.510 

INTERNED. FETRO.CTXH. 

9 

0.00 

24 

16700 

9743 

-58 

.58 

— 


.940 

.530 

JOR- ROCKWOOL XKDS. 

9 

0.00 

4 

2250 

1445 

.64 

.64 

— 


.920 

.530 

JOR- STJLPHO-CHXM 

a 

0.00 

2 

750 

465 

.62 

.62. 

- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHKM - 

17.4 

5.15 

24 

11000 

15159 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 


1.880 

1.080 

UNTV. MOCN.INDS. 

P 

.20 

5 

195C 

2509 

1.28 

1.28 

• 


1.510 

.910 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

12-4 

10.87 

14 

4600 

4263 

.93 

.92 

.01- 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.9 

4.43 

20 

58350 

89131 

1.S3 

1.S8 

.05+ 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.8 

o.oo 

6 

16600 

14271 

.86 

.86 



2.090 

1.340 

EL -2AY READY WEAR 

56.3 

0.00 

14 

4594 

7355 

1.61 

1.60 

.01- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

11 

18200 

21628 

-1.20 

1.18 

.02- 


1.160 

.860 

UNION CH. £ VEG- 

51.4 

0.00 

5 

5450 

6159 

1.13 

1-13 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 121.90 *CHC» 

+0.26 

279 

min 

573407 

GRAND TOTAL 


ZKDXXi 174 

.45 *CHGi 

+1.07 

601 

1042689 

2931994 
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.710 

.410 

MACH . EQP . RENT. MAIN . 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

500 

-SO 

.50 

_ 


.630 

.340 

CENTRAL GElf. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000C 

3600 

.35 

.36 

.01+ 


- 6S0 

.390 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.4 

0.00 

14 

157SC 

6143 

.40 

.39 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.540 

JOR.riN.IHV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

57 

106650 

65801 

.60 

.62 

.02+ 


.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 502 

r 9 

0.00 

30 

53550 

12319 

.73 

.74 

.01+ 


.570 

.370 

ARAB TIN. INVEST- 

9 

0.00 

17 

28600 

11154 

.39 

.39 

— 

H 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

72.9 

0.00 

12 

12415 

6312 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 


.730 

.490 

ARAB FOOD & MED. 

9 

a.oa 

7 

4500 

2250 

-5D 

.50 

— 


.570 

.380 

ARAB INTL- INV. TRD . 

44.9 

0.00 

5 

3000 

1170 

.39 

.39 

— 


.750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENC . KAMI OO 

9 

0.00 

11 

7500 

3375 

.45 

.45 

— 

N 

.960 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

10.7 

0.00 

1 

10000 

8900 

.89 

-89 

— 


.320 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34-4 

6.58 

3 

2250 

1710 

.76 

.76 

— 


-580 

.460 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

200C 

980 

.49 

.49 

— 


.730 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

S 

0.00 

7 

11000 

4400 

.64 

.65 

.01+ 


1.190 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

3 

2050 

1851 

1.16 

1.14 

.02- 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 85* 

E 

0.00 

14 

17800 

9668 

.73 

.69 

.04- 


.570 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

8 

8450 

2620 

.31 

.31 

_ 


.8*0 

.700 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.4 

0.00 

3 

2750 

1925 

.70 

.70 

— 

N 

1.000 

.700 

NAT -ALUMINIUM. 75* 

98.8 

0.00 

8 

3400 
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added. 

“We hope if the govern- 
ment agrees to bring its 
stocks into the GDR 
issue,” Mr. Saddoun said. 

Bankers say a larger 
GDR issue would help 
make the issue more liq- 
uid by providing wider 
global investor exposure 
and raise more financing 
for the company’s ambi- 
tious projects. 

Arab Potash, whose 
authorised capital is 83.3 
million dinars, has cur- 
rently a 79.7 million 
dinar paid up capital and 


has ambitious plans to 
develop its downstream 
industry. 

“These funds we need 
to use for our expansion 
projects, ” Mr. Saddoun 


Arab Potash plans to 
raise production potash 
capacity to 2.2 million 
tonnes annually by 2002 
from a current 1 .8 million 
tonnes. It has a few multi- 
million projects under- 
way including one with 
Israel to exploit the Jor- 
danian side of the Dead 
Sea. 


Iran carpet exports taking 
off again after: slump 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s lux- 
ury carpet export industry is 
slowly recovering from a 
two-year slump after new 
rules allowed exporters to 
maximise foreign currency 
earnings. 

Leading exporters said the 
value and volume of hand- 
woven and machine-made 
carpet sales to the main 
European, Arab Gulf and 
Canadian consumer marke ts 
were on the rise. 

The rebound, if sustained, 
would be a major boost for 
Iran’s non-oil economy as 
the industry is the country’s 
main foreign exchange earn- 
er after the annual SIS bil- 
lion in oil revenue. 

"Exports are rising 
because of the new export 
rules...we hope this is the 
beginning of the revival for 
Iranian carpets.” Akbar 
Heristchian. president of the 
420-member Iranian Carpet 
Exporters Association told 
Reuters. 

In the last two months car- 
pet exporters have been able 
to capitalise on new currency 
regulations that allow them 
to exchange their hard cur- 
rency at preferential rates. 

The exporters can now 
deposit that foreign 'curren- 
cy earnings Ivith the central 
bank which will issue them a 
trade certificate which they 
can then take to Tehran’s 
stock exchange. 

At the stock exchange they 
can use the certificate to get 
some 4.700 Iranian riyals to 
the U.S. dollar, versus the 
official “export rate” of 
3,000 riyals and the govern- 
ment's own rate of 1 ,700, the 
traders said. 

The 4,700 rate can usually 
be obtained only from 
Tehran’s illegal street cur- 
rency traders. 

In 1995. carpet exporters 
were faced to deposit all 
their currency with the cen- 
tral bank at the rale of 3,000 
riyals, leading to a drastic 
drop in official exports as 
firms saw little or no incen- 
tive in going through the 
central bank. 

Carpet exporters can also 
import items from a list of 29 
goods against their hard cur- 
rency allocation, an attrac- 


tive option given constantly 
rising prices for sought-after 
consumer goods in Iran. 

“Now with the easing of 
regulations exports are on 
the rise. For the past four 
months there is a sign of 
increase.” said Nosraitollah 
Mahmoudzadeh, director of 
Asil Carpet Co. 

Exports of hand-woven 
carpets earned Iran $130 
milli on in the first three 
months of the Iranian year 
which began March 21. 21 
per cent higher than the 
same period the previous 
year, according to govern- 
ment figures. 

tjqvemment officials are 
targeting $700 milli on to 
$800 mill ion in sales this 
year, versus $602 milli on in 
the last Iranian year which 
was 35 per cent down from 
the previous yean 

Iranian carpets typically 
fetch anywhere between 
200,000 riyals to 50 million 
riyals in overseas markets, 
traders said- 

“We faced a crisis because 
of the constant changing in 
the regulations but in the last 
two months it has recov- 
ered,” said one exporter who 
said his sales had grown 
between 10-20 per cent 

Despite the upturn, Iranian 
exporters will still snuggle 
to recapture market share 
lost to other weavers particu- 
larly in India, Turkey and 
China. 

Managers also admit that 
they will have to improve 
their marketing techniques 
and modify designs to better 
meet the changing tastes of 
key European buyers. 

“The problem is that the 
Iranian carpet did not defend 
itself in the European mar- 
ket. Many Europeans cannot 
tell the difference whether a 
carpet is made in Iran. India 
or China. It is a problem of 
marketing,” said Me 
M ahoudzadeh. 

While in the mid-1970s 
Iran had more than a 50 per 
cent share in the world car- 
pet market, this share had 
now fallen by half, a worry- 
ing development for the 25 
million people directly 
involved in the industry. 
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“On Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
I’m in a good mood. On Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday I’m in a bad 
mood, it's easier to keep track that way. 
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by Ham Arnold and Mika A/2 men 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold . s ,l lops , 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


If** /IcUltiA /buM* 

mn 

A l\ 

\ i ^ I / 


CR ysTAl / 

Quality Serviced Suites 


• One & Two Bedrooms • Folly 
.Eqnipped Kitchenettes • D*2y & 
Lon; Say * Reasonable Rate 


5 th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 67455! 


STUDIO HflIB 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


jShmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
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U.S. Open 


Williams on history’s brink 


but Hingis awaits 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Venus Williams put her- 
self on the brink of 
becoming the first black 
woman to win a Grand 
Slam singles title in 39 
years and the first unseed- 
ed women's champion in 
U.S. Open history. 

But blocking her path to 
tennis immortality is top- 
ranked Martina Hingis, 
looking to make some 
history of her own. 

The’ teen sensations 
became the youngest 
Grand Slam finalists in 
the Open era with victo- 
ries here Friday, Williams 
bumping out Inna Spirlea 
7-6 (7/5). 4-6. 7-6 (9/7) 
and Hingis beating 
Lindsay Davenport 6-2. 
6-4. 

Williams, the 17-year- 
old American with the 
beaded dreadlocks, 
became the fust woman 
since Pam Shriverin 1978 
to reach the finals in her 
U.S. Open debut. 

“I'm super-stoked," 
Williams said. “I’ye 
worked so hard for this all 
my life and here I am.' Oh 
man. this is just like a 
dream. I’m going to just 
have to calm down. I’m so 
happy. 

“This is a chance of a 
lifetime, the tournament 
of a lifetime " 

Althea Gibson is the 
only black Grand Slam 
women’s champion, win- 
ning here and at 
Wimbledon in 1957 and 
1958 and at the 1956 
French Open. The first 
Open match played by 
Williams here was on 
Gibson’s 70th birthday. 

Reigning Wimbledon ; 
and Australian Open 
champion Hingis seeks 
her l Oth title of 1997 here 
Sunday. The 1 6-year-old 
Swiss uvenged one of two 
losses in her 65- win sea- 
son by beating the 1996 
Olympic champion. 

•*lt‘s going to be pretty 
tough for Martina to lose 
the final,” Davenport said. 
“She wants these Grand 
Slam titles more than any- 
thing. She is playing well. 
She seems fired up." 

Hingis beat f^th-ranked 
Williams in their two 
prior meetings, both this 
year, winning 6-4, 6-2 at 
Key Biscayne and 6-2, 6- 
I in San Diego. 

“I’m sure she is going to 
be ready" Williams said. 

Williams, whose best 
pro payday was S20.500 
for a quarter-final loss this 
year at Indian Wells, is 
assured of S350.000 and 
would take home 
S650.000 for beating 
Hingis. 

In a two-hour and 42- 
minute showdown of 
Slam semi-final debu- 
tantes. 11th seed Spirlea 
squandered two match 
points. Williams hit a 
backhand winner and 
Spirlea sent a forehand 
into the net in the last 
tiebreaker. 1 

The Romanian saved 
Williams’ first match 
point with a forehand 
winner to equalize at 7-7 
but slapped consecutive 
backhands into the net to 
end the match, sending 
Venus into orbit with joy- 
ous jumps and screams. 

Tension showed on both 
players' faces throughout 
the match, bubbling over 
in an incident after 
Williams held for a 4-3 
lead in set two. Williams 
and Spirlea walked into 
each other on the way to 
their scats. 

“She thinks she is ‘The 



Top seed Martina Hingis from Switzerland celebrates after defeating opponent 
Lindsay Davenport from the United States in their U.S. Open semi- final match. 
Hingis defeated Davenport 6-2 6-4 (Reuters photo) 



Unseeded American Venus Williams screams “I won’' after she defeated eleventh seed 
Irina Spirlea from Romania, in their US. Open semi-final match. Williams, playing 
in her first US. Open advanced to the final with her 7-6 4-6 7-6 victory (Reuters 
photo) i 


f — ing Venus Williams' 
and she's not going to 
turn,” Spirlea said. “I just 
wanted to see if she was 
going to turn.” 

Williams didn’t. But she 
also didn't intimidate 
Spirlea. who won the next 
three games to force a 
third set. 

“It wasn't like a foot- 
ball-type incident,” 
Williams said. “I’m not 
having any injuries from 
that bump." 

Hingis, a semi-final 
loser here last year to 
Steffi Graf, could have 
been going for a Slam 
sweep had she not fallen 
from a horse and hurt her 
knee before the French 
Open, where Iva Majoli 


beat her in the final. 

"I’m getting again to 
where I was before that 
fall” Hingis said. “I 
would say right now I’m 
prerty much the same (as 
before)." 

Hingis has not lost a set 
in the event, conquering 
six foes in five hours and 
47 minutes, an average 
win time of 57 minutes. 

Davenport, who beat 
Hingis last month in Los 
Angeles, was forced to 
run by Hingis, who neu- 
tralized the American’s 
size and strength advan- 
tage with precision place- 
ment of drop volleys and 
deep cross-court shots. 

‘There’s no other 
choice if you play her or 


you will give her the time 
to play her game," Hingis 
said. “You can’t ever give 
her the pace. First you just 
have to block it then you 
have to go through the 
angles. 


“I knew when I had the 
time to do that, so I would 
go for the drop shot right 
away. I made more mis- 
takes than she actually 
made points.'’ 


Hingis broke seven of 
Davenport's final eight 
service games and wonon 
a service break after 71 
minutes. “After I got bro- 
ken the first and second 
times, I lost a lot of confi- 
dence,” Davenport said. 
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Chang faces moment of truth 
against Rafter in semis 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Michael 
Chang’s second Grand Slam title is 
within reach, but rarely has a U.S. 
Open favourite looked so vulnerable 
entering the championship weekend of 
the hardcourt event. 

Second seed Chang meets 13 th- 
seeded Pat Rafter of Australia in one 
semi-final while unseeded rivals Greg 
Rusedski of Britain and Jonas 
Bjoricman of Sweden meet for the 
other berth in Sunday’s final. 

Chang, whose only Grand Slam title 
came at the 1989 French Open, has 
struggled through five-set victories 
over France's Cedric Pioline and 
Mancelo Rios of Chile in his past two 
matches. 

“Tve had a lot of great opportunities 
tot win the U.S. Open and come up a 
little bit short,” Chang said. “This is 
another great opportunity." 

pith world No-1 Pete Sampras long 
gone, Chang has the experience edge 
oyer his opponents, two debutante 
Grand Slam semi-finalists and an 
Aussie better known for -his flowing 
hair and good looks than his grand 
slam performances. 

But Rusedski has not lost a set while 
Bjorkman and Rafter have each only 
dropped one. Chang lost as many sets 
against Rios alone and admitted that 
nervousness over his role as a 
favourite affected his play. 

Chang won at Roland Garros as a 
17-year-old boy, but his growth to 
manhood has included losses in three 
Grand Slam finals, two semi-finals and 
five quarter-finals. 

If Chang ever wins another Grand 
Slam event, he will have the longest 
gap of any player between Slam titles. 
The late Arthur Ashe now holds the 


mark, dating from the 1970 Australian 
Open to Wimbledon in 1975. 

T would not trade the five titles I 
have won this year for a Grand Slam 
title,’’ Chang said. “I believe every- 
thing happens for a reason. God has a 
plan for everyone.” 

Such faith has sustained Chang 
through difficult times, but Rafter 
could inflict the crudest blow yet. He 
■ beat Chang two weeks ago at Long 
Island in the last Open tuneup, 
although Chang has a 5-2 career edge 
over Rafter. 

“We have had some good matches,” 
Rafter said. “His game is a return of 
service sort of game. He is quite 
aggressive from the baseline. Mine is 
that I’m going to attack him at all 
opportunities.” 

Rafter, whose only prior Grand Slam 
semi-final was at this year’s French 
Open, kept silent about his Long 
Island triumph except to say that when 
looking for weaknesses in Chang’s 
game, "a few things popped up.” 

The Rusedski-Bjorkman winner will 
be the 29th unseeded Open finalist, the 
first since Andre Agassi won in 1994. 
Only three unseeded men have won 
the title. 

The surprising runs of 20th -ranked 
Rusedski and No. 17 Bjorkman 
ensured every 1997 Grand Slam will 
have an unseeded finalist, following 
Spain’s Carlos Moya at the Australian 
Open, Pioline at Wimbledon and 
French Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten of Brazil. 

Bjorkman owns a 4-1 career edge 
over the big-serving left-hander, tak- 
ing their most recent meeting last year 
at Key Biscayne. The Swede knows 
his return game will be tested by the 


ball-bashing Brit. 

“I’m taking the ball early, trying to 
use the speed of the big serve," 
Bjorkman said. “If I can do that I ge^ 
lot of pressure back on guys playing 

serve-and-volley.” 

Rusedski, whose best prior Grand 
Slam showing was reaching this year’s 
Wimbledon quarter-finals, matched an 
ATP record with a 1 42-mph serve and 
became the first man to hit four serves 
at 140 mph or above in one event 
“But I think it’s more than if hi s 
serve is working good," Bjorkman 
said. "He doesn’t have to be afraid of 
staying back because he has been 
improving his game from the baseline. 
He is playing with confidence.” 
Bjorkman won his first two ATP 
Tour titles in January at Auckland and 
last month in Indianapolis. 

“Bjorkman is playing the best tennis 
of his life,” Rusedski said. “I'm going 
to have to serve well. I’m going to 
have to do a lot of things positively.” 
Rusedski, who turns 24 Saturday, is 
the first British man in an Open semi- 
final Mike Sangster in 1961 and can be 
the first Brit to win a Grand Slam sin- 
gles crown since Fred Perry at 
Wimbledon in 1936. 

Such a triumphant fortnight was 
beyond expectations for Rusedski, 
who was 0-3 here until this fortnight 
“Getting to the quarter-finals* I 
thought I could do that” Rusedski 
said. “Getting on to the semis is a little 
more surprising for me. 

“1 have always been positive, taken 
opportunities where they arise and not 
got down when things go against me. 
That has helped me a Iol” 


U.S. Open diary 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Notes and quotes from the U.S. 
Open tenuis championships on Friday: 


Cold won't stop Rusedslq: J3reg Rusedski, the fust 
British man toreatm the U.S. (5pen semi-finals since Mike ^ 
Sangster in 1961; : says1ie won ! fnriss theevenebecauseofa 
cold. Rusedski, who also turns 24 years old on Saturday, the 
day of the semi-finals, saw a doctor this week and is taking 


(medication for a cold. But he said Thursday, the day. after 
be beat Richard Krqjicek in the quarter-finals, that he fully 


pionships this weekend, but Natasha Zvereva can. Zvereva 
and partner .Gigi Fernandez defeated Nicole Arendt and 
Manon Bollegraf on Friday to reach the women's doubles 1 
fipaJ. Zvereva Has won all three of the Grand Slam . doubles 
tides this year, claiming the Australian with Hingis., and the 
-FrenchOpen and -Wimbledon titles with Fernandez, .On 
Saturday, she and Fernandez were to take on the third-seed- 
ed duo of Jana Novotna and Lindsay Davenport 


Intended to play. Rusedski who was bom in Canada and 
(adopted British citizenship in 1995, will play unseeded 
Swede Jonas Bjorkman in the "first semi-final on Saturday. 
Bjorkman advanced when his quarter-final opponent 
Czech Petr Korda, withdrew after one game of the third set 
because of a cold 


Kdfelnlkov-Vacek take doubles crown: Russia's 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Czech Daniel Vacek won the U.S. 
Open men’s doubles title here on Friday, beating the 
Swedish duo of Jonas Bjorkman and Nicklas Kulti 7-6 


(10/8). 6-3. Blorkman is a singles semi-finalist as Well. He 
will face another unseeded player, Britain's Greg Rusedski 


Zvereva, eyes Grand Slam: World No. 1 Martina Hingis 
[can't complete a Grand Slam at the U.S. Open tennis cham- 


on Saturday for a berth in Sunday’s final. Top-seeded 
Australians Mark Woodfbrde and Todd Woodbridge. who 
had won the past two U.S. Open doubles crowns, were oust- 
ed in the first round 


PSG close in on Metz; Monaco win 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris Saint- 
Germain turned up the heat 
on early French First 
Division leaders Metz with 
an impressive 3-0 win at 
Strasbourg on Friday. 

Metz, on 16 points, lead 
the table by one point from 
PSG after managing only a 
2-2 draw at Rennes. 

Elsewhere champions 
Monaco needed a late goal to 
defeat struggling Cannes 2- 
1, while Bastia remain third 
on 14 points after a fine 4-1 
defeat of Bordeaux. Auxerre 
thrashed ' newly-promoted 
Chateauroux 5-0. 

PSG had to work hard for 
victory at Strasbourg, despite 
the relatively one-sided 3-0 
sc ore line. 

Brazilian midfielder Rai 
gjave the Parisians the lead 
from the penalty spot in the 
20th minute after compatriot 
Edmilson was brought down 
in the area by Valerien 
Ismael. 

Ismael himself led 
Strasbourg's fightback. . 
going close three times with 
free-kicks. Pascal Nouma 
then hit the PSG woodwork 
in the 58th minute before 
two late goals from the visi- 
tors killed the game. 

Italian signing Marco 
Simone ran 40 yards before 
making 2-0 after 80 minutes 
and Florian Muarice added a 


third four minutes from time. 

Metz needed a late goal in 
Rennes to maintain their 
unbeaten record. A Stephane 
Gregoire double strike in the 
first half put the home side in 
control, with a goal by Bruno 
Rodriguez keeping Metz in 
touch at 2-1. 

Rennes absorbed the Metz 
attack with some comfort 
after the break, but were left 
helpless when, with a minute 
to go, Philippe Gaillot 
pounced to grab a point for 
the leaders. 

Monaco also left it late in 
Cannes. Under-21 interna- 
tional David Trezeguet 
struck the $4th-minute win- 
ner after Cannes' Jean- 
Michel Capoue had can- 
celled out Victor Ikpeba's 
46th-minute opener for the 
champions. 

Two goals by Nenad 
Jestrovic put Bastia in con- 
trol against Bordeaux, who 
finished the match with nine 
men. 

Johan Micoud made it 2-1 
before Michel Pa von was 
sent off for a second book- 
able offence. 

After the break Jean- 
Jacques Etame sealed 
Bastia's win after 79 min- 
utes, with piotr 
Swierczewski adding a 
fourth two minutes later. 

Micoud was then sent off 


for his second yellow card 
offence to complete 
Bordeaux's misery. 

Two Stephane Guivarc’h 
goals in three minutes gave 
Auxerre a 2-0 lead against 


bottom club Chateauroux. 
Cyril Jeunechamp. Sabri 
Lamouchi and Frederic 
Danjou completed the 5-0 
demolition in the second 
period. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HRSCH 


NOTHING FOB NOTHING 
Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
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The bi d. 

WEST 

Paw 

4S 

Pam 


ding; 

NORTH 


Pam 

Pam 


EAST 

IV 

Pam 

Pam 


SOUTH 

20 

6 * 


Haaen, while the South player was 
the most experienced in the game. 
Smith simply ignored all the enemy 
fictions and bid a slam in spades 
despite knowing that dummy was 
going u> contribute little if anything 
to the cause. 

West's heart opening lead wos 
taken in the cloaed band with the 
ace. and the ace of spades was 
cashed. Declarer was visibly unhap- 
py when West showed out Needing 
to force an entry to dummy, declar- 
er continued with the ten of spades 
from hand. Ha 2 en was not sum 
what was going on, but one thine 1 be 
knew; IT Sooth wanted to o„. 
hick that did not have to be list. 11 
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Opening lead: Ten of O 


coaid not be right to win it, « 
Hazen underplayed the eight of 
spades. 

Declarer next tried the a« 
king of clubs. Applying the BAOe 
principle as before. East refused to 


“Beware of Greeks bearing gifts.” 
When the best player in your game 
wants to give you a trick to which 
yon are not entitled, think carefully 
before accepting iL 
This hand wag played in the 
fledgling days of contract bridge. 
Sitting East was our good friend 
business associate, the late Lee 


rulT. That left declarer with 
resource. South had to corns* ** 
club tricks for down one. 

Notice that, had East tab® the 
jack of trumps any time 
offered, dedarer would have w*® 

12 tricks easily. The nioe rf tniop 

then becomes an entry to the 
allowing declarer to discard 1 ” 
clubs on the king apd qae 60 * 1 
hearts. 
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THE SAINT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 
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Nabila Obeid... in 


AL MARA’ WAL SATOUR 
(Arabic) 
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Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

batman & robin 

( 12 : 30 . 3 : 30 , 6 : 15 , 8 : 30 , 10 : 30 ) 


cohcokd -a* 


ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


A 


Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre' 
TEL: 625155 t-.f 


The satirical play 




JStt*! 
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Hi ! 
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A 


performance starts at 8:30 
The theatre is closed every Frid®?- 
For reservations call 625155 . 
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Sports 

Athenians greet IOC’s 2004 
Olympic vote, sorrow for losers 



PARIS (AFP) — Resi- 
dents of Athens danced in 
the streets of the Greek 
capital Friday, celebrating 
the decision to award then- 
city the 2004 Olympic 
Games. 

Thousands gathered and 
children and youths 
waved flags and balloons 
in Olympic colours in 
front of the Zappion 
Palace in the downtown 
city area and motorists hit 
their horns to salute the 
victory. 

Many in the streets 
chanted: “Hellas, Hellas 
(Greece, Greece).” 

The celebrations began 
just seconds after the 
announcement by 

International Olympic 
Committee president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, 
which was televised live 
by Greek television net- 
works. 

Rome, Cape Town, 
Buenos Aires and Stock- 
holm were the other can- 
didates to host the Games. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis said 
Athens’ victory was a 

S eat opportunity for 
reece to reinforce its 
international position and 
improve its economy. 

“The Olympics Games 
present us with a great 
opportunity ... and to cre- 
ate friendships with all die 
countries in the world. 

“For us it is a chance to 
make a fresh start and to 
promote our culture.” 
Athens residents of all 
political persuasions 

joined in the celebrations. 

“It is certainly a magnif- 
icent moment. It is a great 
opportunity for Greece.” 
said Dora Bakoyannis. a 
leading conservative 

politician. 

Athens polled 66 votes 
to 41 for Rome in the final 
round of voting in Lau- 
sanne on Friday. Buenos 
.Aires was eliminated after 
the first round. Stockholm 
in the second and Cape 
Totvn in the third. 

The losing candidates 
accepted defeat with a 
mixture of grace and deep 
disappointment. 

Romans were left in 
tears and disappointment. 

The Piazza Navona 
square in central Rome 
had been packed with 
people waiting to cele- 
brate victory after follow- 
ing the IOC's proceedings 
in Lausanne on a giant 
television screen. 

But there were tears and 
even a few whistles of dis- 
approval when Samaranch 
announced the Greek vic- 
tory. Few people stayed to 
watch the dance troupe 
performing for the occa- 
sion and the square soon 
emptied. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi sent a mes- 
sage of congratulations to 
his opposite number in 
Greece. Costas Simitis. 

“In the name of the Ital- 
ian Government and of 
my country. I would like 
to’ express my warmest 
congratulations to Athens, 
after a vigorous and fair 
competition, for being 
chosen to host the 2004 
Olvmpics” he said. 

There was an equally 
sporting gesture from the 
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Young Athenians celebrate after Athens was awarded the 2004 Olympic games by the 
International Olympic Committee. A crowd of thousands of Athenians reacted with 
jubilation on Friday to news Athens would host the 2004 summer games (Reuters 
photo) 

Swedes at Stockholm’s 
old Olympic Stadium and 
the Kungstraedgaarden 
pari* greeted the news in 
disappointed silence. 

Crowds streamed out of 
the packed stadium and 
park under overcast skies 
with heads bowed imme- 
diately after the 
announcement in Lau- 
sanne. 

Swedish Prime Minister 
Goeran Persson. speaking 
from Lausanne, congratu- 
lated the Greek capital. 

“Congratulations to 
Athens and thank you to 
those who worked for 
Stockholm.” he said, 
admitting that he was dis- 
appointed. 

“Yes, I am, because the 
atmosphere in Lausanne 
this morning was such 
that I thought we had a 
good chance,” he said. 

Sweden’s King Carl 
XVI Gustaf, a keen 
sportsman, said he was 
“sorry that the athletes 
would not have the chance 
to use the fine Swedish 
arenas.” 

“Despite the, for Stock- 
holm. disheartening 
announcement from Lau- 
sanne, the efforts have not 
been wasted. Instead, they 
have given great results in 
terms of extensive posi- 
tive coverage of Stock- 
holm and Sweden,” the 
royal said. 

But one Swedish 
woman who supported the 
Swedish Association 
against the Olympics 
demanded to see a finan- 
cial revierw “of what this 
spectacle has cost us.” 
Argentine President 
Carlos Menem announced 
that Buenos Aires is in the 
running for the 2008 
Games. 

In remarks to Argentine 
reporters in the Swiss city 
of Lausanne broadcast 
here. Menem said the 
International Olympic 
Committee’s vote for 
Athens was “not a defeat” 
for Argentina, which had 
sought to host the games. 

Menem said he had 
“immediately” instructed 
Tourism Minister Francis- 
co Mavorga and Sports 
Minister Hugo Porta to 
begin working on a cam- 
paign to bring the 2Q08 
Summer Olympic Games 
to Argentina. ^ 



Disappointed crowds watch as the Cape Town’s 2004 
Olympic bid fails to edge out Athens. Cape Town was 
one of five canditate cities in the race to host the Games, 
along with Stockholm, Buenos Aires, Athens and Rome 
(Reuters photo) 


Greek ambassador here, 
Alexandras Sandis, who 
said: “I hope with all my 
heart that Rome hosts the 
Olympics in 200S. 

“I don’t want to call it a 
victory — it wasn’t a bat- 
tle, it was just a presenta- 
tion of five cities and the 
IOC chose Athens." 

However, there was tri- 
umph for the Greens and 
other members of the anti- 
Olympic campaign here. 

Guido Pollice, head of 
the Green lobby, said: 
“Now- we hope that we 
can have a constructive 
dialogue with the mayor 
of Rome, and that all the 
effort that went into trying 
to get the Olympics will 
ao Into developing Rome 
for 2000.” 

Speaking from Abidjan. 
President Nelson Mandela 
of South Africa was philo- 
sophical about Cape 
Town's failure. 

“The cities that are bid- 
ding have excellent cre- 
dentials for doing so and 
we think Athens deserved 


it and we congratulate 
them,” said Mandela, en 
route between Lausanne 
and South Africa. 

A long sigh of disap- 
pointment rose from a 
crowd of more than 
40,000 partygoers in Cape 
Town as they watched the 
announcement on a big- 
screen television. 

“It’s not fair.” said 
bystander Adri Miller. 
“Athens failed in the ath- 
letics championships this 
summer. We could have 
done better” 

Other Cape Town sup- 
porters said the loss 
proved that the world was 
not ready to n-eat Africans 
on an equal footing. 

A Cape Town city offi- 
cial said: “The last ring — 
the black ring of the 
Olympic logo — has not 
been brought home to 
Africa, and the Olympic 
spirit and the Olympic 
family of nations remains 
incomplete ,” he said. 

Tens of thousands of 


World Gymnastics Championships 

Khorkina, Ivankov win all-around titles 


LAL'SANNE (AFP) — Svetlana Khorkina of Russia pro- 
duced a faultless uneven bars routine in the final rotation to 
capture the cold medal in the women's all-around event at 
the World Gymnastics Championships on Friday. 

Khorkina, who won the silver medal in the all-around at 
the world championships in Sabae, Japan, in 1995. scored 
38.636 points. 

She finished ahead of Romanian Simona Amanar. w ho 
had 3S.5S7 points, and fellow Russian Elena Produnova. 
who was third with 3S.549 points. 

Khorkina, the pre-event favourite, was not her usual pre- 
cise self on the first three apparatus. 

A poor beam performance left her sixth before she recov- 
ered her customary excellence on the floor to move to the 
head of the field. 

However, the 1.64ra-tall IS-year-oId then failed to nail 
her two efforts on the vault, falling to fourth place behind 
leader Amanar. Romania’s Gina Gogean and Produnova. 

The scene was set for the tensest of finales, with Khorki- 
na on her favourite apparatus, the uneven bars, and Amanar 
on tbs vault. 


The Romanian was immaculate, leaving Khorkina to 
score over 9.S01 on the unev en bars to overtake her. 

The cl ear "crowd favourite. Khorkina completed her rou- 
tine and held her breath as the judges delivered the verdict. 
Scores ranging from 9.900 to 9.750 saw her home with 
something to spare and she wept tears of joy. 

It was a deserved triumph for the Russian, who finished 
only 13th in Atlanta after winning world silver in Japan in 
1995. 

Amanar too could be content with improving on her 
fourth place in 1995 and third in Atlanta. 

In the men's all-around. Belarussian Ivan Ivankov- 
emerged victorious three years after winning his first world 
title in Brisbane, Australia. 

Ivankov, who has endured two years of Achilles tendon 
trouble, scored 56.SS7 points, to finish ahead of Russian 
Alexei Bondarenko (56.061) and Japan’s Naoya Tuskahara 
156.0231. 
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Premier League’s 
5th week kicks off today 

National team prepares for Libya tourney 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While the Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) had 
scheduled the Premier League competition earlier than 
usual this season with the hope of an uninterrupted agenda, 
the matches were delayed because of the Pan-Arab Games 
in July and will now be postponed again until the national 
team ends international competitions. 

The ten teams will play the fifth week of the event start- 
ing today and the matches will then resume SepL 28. 

The national team will be busy with two tournaments in 
Libya and Iraq amid the JSPs efforts to maintain continu- 
ity for the team and provide match experience following 
their gold medal win at the Pan-Arab Games. 

The tournament in Libya kicks off SepL 16 with the 
teams of Turkey, Malaysia. Cyprus, Libya and Jordan tak- 
ing part. 

While the national team upgrade their preparations, the 
Premier League clubs seek to preserve either their top 
places or struggle to improve their form in the case of the 
bottom-placed teams. 

The fifth week wall see the clash of the current top-two Al 
Ramtha and Al Wihdat who top the standings with 10 
points each and are the only unbeaten teams in the league 
so far. 


During the past week, Al Faisali suffered their first defeat 
2-1 at the hands of reigning champs Al Wihdat in a post- 
poned match. Al Hussein also suffered their first loss 3-1 to 
Al Ramtha. 

Other teams scored big wins such as Al Ahli’s 8-2 win 
over Al Kannel and Al Faisali’s 8-1 win over Al Baqaa. 

AJ Wihdat beat Shabab Al Hussein 2-0 and Al Jazireh and 
Al Qadissieh drew 1-1. 





STANDINGS 


| 

Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Ramtha 

4 

3 

1 

0' 

7 

I 

10 

Wihdat 

4 

3 

1 

0 

6 

o 

10 

Faisali 

4 

2 

1 

I 

16 

7 

7 i 

Ahli 

4 

2 

1 

1 

12 

6 

7 1 

Jazireh 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

n 

J 

7 

Hussein 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

5 

7 

Qadisieh 4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

S 

4 

Baqaa 

4 

1 

0 

5 

6 

12 

? 

Kannel 

4 

0 

1 

3 

2 

13 

1 

S.Hussein4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

7 

0 

i 

l 


GP 

drivers 

pay 

tribute 
to Diana 


MONZA (AFP) — The 
world of Grand Prix 
motor racing, Ie£ by 
reigning world cfiafhpion 
Damon Hill of Britain, 
paid its homage to Diana, 
Princess of Wales, with 
one minute of silence at 
the Monza circuit Satur- 
day. 

British and other dri- 
vers and team members 
gathered around Hill in 
die pit lane, or stood in 
silence outside their own 
pits, at 1200 (1000 
GMT), the moment 



French Benetton driver Jean Alesi drives during the official practice of the Italian 
Grand Prix in Monza, September 6. Alesi recorded a time of 1:22.990 and he took 
the pole position (Renters photo) 


funeral services started in 
London. 

The huge crowd gath- 
ered for the afternoon’s 


qualifying session for 
Sunday’s Italian Grand 
Prix applauded when an 
announcer asked them to 


observe the minute’s 
silence, and many stood, 
applauding again when 
the tribute ended. 


Helissio takes on best milers in Arc trial 


PARIS (AFP) — Helissio, 
the 1996 European race- 
horse of the year, takes on 
the best of the European 
milers here at Longchamp 
racecourse on Sunday in his 
last race before bidding to 
become the first horse in 20 
years to win successive Arc 
de Trioraphe races. 

The four-year-old colt, 
who will emulate the Irish 
trained Alleged (1977-78) 
should he prevail on Octo- 
ber 7, is taking an unortho- 
dox route to the mile-and-a- 
half event by running over 
the shorter mile distance — 
a practice rarely employed 
in Europe though much 
used in Australia. 

His Tunisian-bom trainer 
Elie Lellouche has always 
wanted to try him over 
shorter distances and this 
presents the perfect oppor- 
tunity with a month to the 
big day. 

The strapping front run- 
ning horse would lose little 
in defeat and die race would 
probably sharpen him up 
for the Are plus he will have 
former regular partner 
Olivier Peslier back on 
boardT" 

Peslier, who was taken off 
him for his ill-fated trip to 
England for the King 
George VI and Queen Eliz- 
abeth Diamond Stakes, will 
ride because his retainer 
Daniel WUdenstein does 
not have a runner and his 
partner from Ascot Cash 
Asmussen is claimed for 
Spinning World. 

Peslier, a former champi- 


on pony rider, said that he 
would have won on Helis- 
sio at Ascot where 
Asmussen rode a strange 
race bringing him to the 
front and then withdrawing 
him. In the end he was hard 
pressed to finish third. 

Some defended 

Asmussen by saying the 
torrential downpour had 
changed the going and and 
he had no option but to ride 
a different race so Helis- 
sio’s doubtful stamina 
would not be exploited. 

Whatever the judgement 
it is clear that Peslier under- 
stands Helissio ihe best and 
many will be praying that 
he can ride him in the Arc. . 

Helissio, owned by Span- 
ish businessman Enrique 
Sarasola, will have his work 
cut out to see off a classy 
field of milers here which 
includes five Group One 
winners. 

Spinning World, owned 
by the Niarchos family and 
trained by Chantilly-based 
En glishman Jonathan 
Pease, won his second suc- 
cessive Prix Jacques Le 
Marais in Deauville in 
August and will be aided by 
the same pacemaker again 
inPiperi. 

Spinning World, who was 
the recipient of another bad 
Ascot ride by Asmussen in 
June, will come from off 
the pace and will be attack- 
ing Helissio who will lie up 
with the pacemaker. 

However, it is by no 
means a two horse race as 


Classic winners Classic 
Park from Ireland, trained 
by Irishman Aidan O’Brien, 
and Daylami. the Aga Khan 
owned French 2000 
Guineas winner, are also 
slated to start. 


Daylami. who failed like 
Spinning World at Ascot in 
June, has ground to make 
up on the Niarcbos horse 
having gone down to an 
easily-held two-length 
defeat in the Le Marois. ~ 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Al Rabia. 

Car Mercedes 200 For Sale 

Model 84, good condition. 

For more information please 
call: 553-4060, Mr. Omar Heshma 


Automatic Cars Without Custom 


1 1- Honda cMc 1889 4 doorm,Qny mataJIc,1200 cjc , JP 7800. 1 

1 2- Toyota Comtia,19B9J doorm,Whtta, 1400 tc . JD 2SOO . \ 
j 3- M!t*ub!th] Qtliht GLS,1SB8 r 4doon l 1800 c.cfuU Options, j 

withoat AlreondHfonor^JD 3000 . 4 

) * AJI Can In Good Condition. j 

| * For more Information q gm a a 

|_ . . CalJjX ,p7 /OPO J . 
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The British Council would like to announce 
that entries for the University of London 

GCE January 1998 session and the 

University of Cambrige IGCSE/GCE 
November 1997 session will be accepted 
from Monday 8 September to Thursday 11 
September 1997. 

We encourage candidates to register during 
this period to avoid payment of the late entry 
fee. 

Registration time: 09:30 am to 12:30 pm 

C andidat e s are required to bring with them a 
recent photo, an official identification gnH a 
passport photograph. 

Please ask for Miss Diana Muasher 

Rgigffcd in England as a c hari ly No. 209131 
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Israel questions high price of 
keeping troops in Lebanon 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( AFP) — As Israel mourns the 
death of 12 of its finest soldiers in a botched raid deep in 
south Lebanon, the country Saturday once again questioned 
whether the time has come to pull its troops out of Lebanon. 

Even hardline Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon, a for- 
mer defence minister and die-hard hawk, suggested that a 
withdrawal from the self-declared “security zone" Israel has 
occupied in south Lebanon since 19S5 is now an option. 

The zone was set up to protect Israel's nonhem border from 
attacks by guerrillas from groups such as Hizbollah, but Mr.. 
Sharon hinted such attacks may now be a price worth paying. 

"If we had the choice of a deal with Syria, which would 
make us hostages to Hizb ollah, and a unilateral retreat from 
Lebanon, the second option would be preferable,” said Mr. 
Sharon. 

But Mr. Sharon, who as defence minister in 19S2 initiated 
the invasion of south Lebanon that lasted for three years and 
cost 750 Israeli lives, said the only short-term option was “to 
endure the low-level war in south Lebanon” and that to 
accept it would have a price. 

This year alone, 30 Israeli soldiers have died in combat in 
south Lebanon, while another 73 died in a helicopter crash in 
northern Israel while on their way to the "security zone.” 

Prominent opposition Labour Deputy Yossi Beilin said the 
grim toll called for a unilateral retreat from Lebanon, adding 
that the majority of Israel’s army commanders were in favour 
of such a move. 

Labour leader Ehud Barak, a former army chief of staff, has 
already floated the idea of a staggered withdrawal from 
Lebanon — with a multinational force ensuring the security 
of Israel’s northern border. 

According to a public television poll taken Friday of 415 
Israeli-Jews, 52 per cent said they wanted all Israeli soldiers, 
while 34 per cent oppose such a move and 14 per cent did not 
respond. 

For many Israelis the "dirty war” in south Lebanon has 
echoes of the Washington’s painful involvement in Vietnam, 
but Israel] Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu Friday dis- 
missed the parallels. 

"South Lebanon is not Vietnam, which is thousands of kilo- 
metres from the United States. South Lebanon adjoins our 
northern border and we cannot take thejisk of exposing our 
communities in Galilee to terrorism.” he said. 


Beilin founds groapytof 
promote Lebj^ofrpu|but 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Isi^T^ppsitidn 


ed a group in favour of a unilateral Israefr withdrawal* 
from self-declared Israeli “security zone^ to* south. 
Lebanon ■ * • ' }■■■■. „■ 

“I have created the Movement for the Wth^wkl uf 
Peace from Lebanon,” the LabourParty □Kmfo dfpar- 5 
liament said in a statement. l 

He said he intended to rally to his cause “thema^iminn 
possible number of Israelis, independent of 
tions or political sympathies.” , r • 

Tbe announcement comes the day after a bim^ed;init; 
itary raid south of Sidon, Lebanon.^ whi^4^jdSte 
Israeli soldiers died. - Vjrf j V - - 'V •$. 


At the beginning of the year Mr. Netanyahu floated the idea 
of a “Lebanon-first” deal,’ whereby Israel and Syria — which 
has 35.000 troops in Lebanon — would both withdraw their 
soldiers as the first stage of a peace treaty. 

Mr. Netanyahu hoped the proposal would kickstart stalled 
Israeli-Syrian peace negotiations, on ice since February 
1 996. but Damascus rejected the offer out of hand. 

Syria holds huge influence over Lebanon, and has always 
insisted the two countries must sign a joint and comprehen- 
sive peace treaty with Israel. 

Meanwhile. Israel sees Syria as controlling the war in south 
Lebanon by funnelling weapons supplied by Iran to 
Hizbollah which spearheads resistance to Israel’s occupation 
of the buffer strip. 

The elite Israeli commando unit was ambushed in die early 
hours of Friday as it targeted guerrilla bases around 20 kilo- 
metres north of the occupied zone, coming under intense fire 
from guerrillas of Hizbollah and AmaL as well as the 
Lebanese army. 

Israel is now hoping that U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s visit to die Middle East next week will lead to the 
unconditional restart of peace talks with Syria which will in 
turn lead to an end of Israel’s Lebanese nightmare. 



King Hussein honours Lawzi 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Saturday conferred upon former Speaker of tbe 
Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Lawzi the A1 Nahda Medal in appreciation of 
his services to the country and the people of Jordan. Senator La ra recently 
resigned from his position as speaker of the Senate which he had held since 1984. 
Prior to his appointment as speaker, Sen. Lawzi has served as prime minister and 
chief of the Royal Court Attending the ceremony was Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali (Petra photo) 


lting Hussein leaves for Cairo today 


(Continued from page 1 

process, scrambled since 
hard-liner Netanyahu was 
elected prime minister, last 
May. 

Mr. Mubarak visited 
Jordan in July, while His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan held talks 
with the Egyptian president 
in Cairo in early August, 
after the Crown Prince went 


India declares mourning for Mother Theresa 


(Continued from page 1 

developing the organisa- 
tion worldwide. 

Shahi Imam Ahmad 
Bukhari, head of Delhi’s 
Jamma Masjid, the largest 
mosque in the country, said: 
“The loss is so great that it 
cannot be bridged soon. 

“She is now no more in 


the world but she will 
remain immortal ... she was 
a leading saint.” 

On the streets, however, 
the mood was sombre rather 
than spontaneous, particu- 
larly after the Missionaries 
of Charity postponed the 
public viewing of the body 
for fear of chaos in the nar- 
row alley leading to Mother 


House. 

A nun said the embalmed 
body would be taken to the 
more accessible Saint Tho- 
mas* Church in central 
Calcutta later Saturday, 
adding: “We can’t manage 
the crowds here.” 

Tess Joseph, a Christian 
teenager, said: "She was a 
wonderful person who has 


touched everybody's lives. I 
met her only once. You felt 
better just looking at her.” 
Sufia Razi, a Muslim 
schoolteacher, added: “We 
have lost our mother. She 
was a mother to the whole 
world. I have been waiting 
since 6:00 a.m. to get a 
glimpse of Mother’s body. 
Ir's sad that we have not 


been allowed through.” 

Around 1,000 mourners, 
many weeping, earlier 
Saturday filed past Mother 
Teresa’s body and kissed 
her feet. 

Mother Theresa's sudden 
death, put down to “acute 
left ventricular failure” at 
9.30 p.m. Friday, surprised 
manv. 
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The First 


Motorola, the company that brought 
you the first cellular phone in the 
world, now brings you the ultimate 
in portability. 

StarTAC” - the first truly wear- 
able cellular telephone that gives you 
virtually unlimited talktime, thanks 
to the swap and calk battery feature, 
is available in a range of packages to 
suit your needs. 

It also gives you advanced 
features such as full lax 
and data capability, 

Vibracall™ and a quick 
access key making it 
simple to use. 


StarTAC - 





What you never thought possible " 




Manilla uid BMfTACanMAnwla of Mmrata Hc.OCafMgN IMTUemfe. 


to west Jerusalem in an 
attempt to ease the closure 
imposed on Palestinian self- 
rule areas after a bombing 
in late July. 

Reuter adds? In Wa- 
shington, PNA ■ negotiator 
Saeb Erekat pledged a poli- 
cy of "zero tolerance” of 
“terrorism” but virtually 
ruled out the mass arrests of 
militants that Israel has 
demanded. 

Tbe armed wing of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, claimed res- 
ponsibility for Thursday’s 


attack. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Foley 
said Washington did not 
believe present Palestinian 
efforts were sufficient. He 
said Ms. Albright had made 
clear that she was looking 
for "actions on the part of 
the Palestinian authority 
that we haven't seen.” 

Ms. Albright will also 
have to contend with esca- 
lating violence in southern 
Lebanon, the last active 
Arab-Israeli front. 


Millions attend 
Diana’s funeral 


(Continued from page 1) 

"several million.” Calm 
crowds posed no problem to 
police. 

Thousands more streamed 
reward roadsides 1 from 
London to AJthorp, the 
ancestral Spencer estate, site 
of Princess Diana's burial 
site on a small island in a 
family lake. Her cortege, a 
hearse replacing the horse- 
drawn gun carriage that took 
her to the Abbey, starred the 
95-kilometre trip north 
immediately after services 
ended. 

Spectators tossed flowers 
coward it as it passed. By the 
lime it entered the freeway, 
the blooms were so heavy 
the cortege stopped to clear 
ihem away. 

The outpouring surprised 
few. 

"That girl, she won the 
hearts of everybody, even 
non-royalists like me," said 
John Holmes, a London 
window cleaner watching 
with his 10-year-old daugh- 
ter. 

Many people seemed at a 
li>ss for eloquence, though, 
with words flowing far less 
freely than they did earlier in 
the week. 

To shrieks of grief and 
then to mournful silence. 
Diana’s casket inched 
through streets lined with 
spectators. As the cortege 
emerged from the sun-dap- 
pled gates of Kensington 
Palace, the Princess of 
Wales' home in life, dis- 
traught onlookers sobbed 
and threw flowers, waved 
and reached with extended 
arms to snap pictures. 
Several wailed loudly. 

"We love you, Diana.” 
another woman shrieked. 

But quickly there was 
quiet. Some spectators hur- 
ried along behind the barri- 
cades to follow the cortege 
us far as they could. 

It passed the London land- 
marks with which the 
princess was so familiar 


Rotten Row, where she 
learned to ride, and — just 
out of sight — the stores of 
Knightsbridge. Just yards 
away was Harrods, the 
Fayed’s department store. 

- Princes Philip and Charles, 
and . Princess. Diana’s sons. 
Princes William and Harry, 
walking five abreast behind 
the coffin with Diana’s 
brother, joined the proces- 
sion as it entered the mall 
near Buckingham Palace. 

Following them were rep- 
resentatives of Diana’s 
favourite charities, 500 
strong, turning the cortege 
into a sombre parade of 
causes the princess held 
dear. At roadside, people 
wiped away tears. And still 
there was silence, broken 
only by the horses' steps. 

Westminster Abbey's 
tenor bell tolled once each 
minute as Princess Diana's 
coffin approached. Royals, 
government leaders and 
Princess Diana's friends and 
family streamed in, as did 
celebrities she befriended — 
including Luciano Pavarotti, 
George Michael and a pallid 
Elton John, who sang a 
forceful, updated version of 
his hit song Candle In The 
Wind in honour of 
"England's Rose.” Outside, 
spectators sang along. 

Mohammad Fayed, father 
of Princess Diana's 
boyfriend Dodi Fayed, who 
died with her in the Paris car 
crash, strode slowly towards 
his Abbey seat, his head 
down. 

As Queen Elizabeth II left 
Buckingham Palace for the 
Abbey, the red-and-gold 
royal standard was lowered 
from the flagpole, replaced 
by a Union Jack at half-staff 
— a historical first, ordered 
bythe monarch as a mark of 
respect. 

“It.is such a shame that we 
could not have done this for 
her in life so she could have 
known how we felt,” said 
Steve Dale, who camped out 
to watch. 


49 massacred in Algeria 

(Continued from page 1) 


The attackers "arrived on 
board a truck, pretending 
they were members of the 
security forces.” said one 
witness who escaped the 
carnage. 

“They then attacked the 
people who were in the 
square. A baby was decapi- 
tated and as its mother fled 
her breast was slashed with 
a sword " the witness said. 

The Beni Messous Hospi- 


tal Saturday was the scene 
of almost unbearable grief 
as relatives of victims col- 
lapsed in tears as they left 
the building, stricken by the 
sight of mutilated family 
members whom doctors 
were desperately trying to 
save. 

Taxi drivers were refusing 
Saturday to drive visitors to 
the scene of the massacre, 
saying ir was too danger- 
ous. 



Ship found buried 
under museum 

ROSKILDE Denn^ 
(AFP) — Danish archaeol- 
ogists have discovered 
world’s longest Vi^ 

ship, buried underneath 
one of their own VUdno 
Museums. The boat, some 
36 metres in length, Was 
discovered earlier this year 
with seven other boats (one 
Viking and six dating 
the start of the Middle 
Ages) “during work to 
expand the Roskilde 

Viking Museum.” said the 
director of the National 
Museum, Hanne-Marie 
Myrhoej. 

Stem sends 
sponsors packing 

MONTREAL (AFP) — It 
took U.S. radio shock jock 
Howard Stem less than a 
week to send sponsors run- 
ning from a Quebec station 
that broadcast his insults 
against French-speaking 
Canadians. Six companies, 
including the Bell 
Telephone Company, can- 
celled their advertising 
contracts with English-lan- 
guage CHOM Radio in 
Montreal after Stem called 
French-speakers “scum- 
bags.” the first time ever 
his show was broadcast on 
a Canadian station. 

Spanish king's 
future in-law 
hurries to pay tickets 

BARCELONA. Spain 
(AFP) — The future son in 
law of Spam's King Juan 
Carlos has hurried to pay 
off parking fines and taxes 
before his wedding next 
month, press reports said. 
Spanish handball star Iraki 
Urdangarin. future husband 
of the Infanta Cristina, was 
admonished by a Barce- 
lona Residents' Association 
after piling, up around 
$3,200 since 1993 in un- 
paid parking fines and resi- 
dence taxes. 

Larry King marries 
for 7th time 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Larry King, the popular 
CNN host, got married 
Friday for the seventh time 
in Los Angeles just a day 
ahead of a planned heart 
operation in New York, a 
spokesman said. The 63- 
year-old King wed Shawn 
Southwick. 37, a Los Ange- 
les businesswoman married 
twice before. Following his 
recovery from angioplasty, 
the couple are to hold a 
wedding reception in 
October. King, who hosts 
the daily Larry King Live 
on CNN, had a hearf attack 
in 1987 and afterward 
underwent bypass surgery. 

No adoption for 
gay couples 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Two gay women who want- 
ed to adopt each others chil- 
dren. bom by artificial 
insemination, had their 
legal petition rejected by the 
Dutch Supreme Court The- 
women, named in court as 
Van Ijzendoor and Lou man, 
vowed to Fight on said that 
they will petition the 
European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg. "Our 
children are the victims in 
this affair,” they said fol- 
lowing the decision, “Id 
everyday life, they are 
brother and sister, but soci- 
ety does not grant them any 
rights which go with this." 

Rolling Stones drop 
in at Toronto tavern 
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TORONTO (AFP) — TOe 
Rolling Stones took time 
out from their rehearsals 
here for an upcoming wod“ 
tour by dropping in a* a 
local tavern and giving 
hour-long free performan^j 
the Toronto Star repo^ 
Friday. Rumours were m® 
Thursday the Stones, w) 0 
kick off their tour Jj 
Chicago Sept. 23, W* 
play a gig at the Horsjj?®J 
Tavern in Toronto's jg® 
Queen Street West 
and fans lined up 
before the Stones aft 1 
the daily reported 
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